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Plain-English Advice

We avoid complicated terminology
when communicating with you and
adapt our service to suit your needs.

Trusted Advisor

We promise to support you in achieving
the best possible outcome and therefore
if we can’t help we will always
recommend someone who can.

Same Day Call Back

Don’t you hate it when your Solicitor
never calls you back? We commit to
returning your call on the same day if you
call before 3pm. We will also provide you
with regular updates on the progress of
your matter.

attwells.com

Call now on 01394 334500

Why Choose Attwells Solicitors?

Legal Services for
Woodbridge and
the Surrounding
Areas

At Attwells Solicitors, we provide expert
support in conveyancing, Wills, Lasting
Powers of Attorney and Probate, helping
you make confident decisions at every
stage of life.

We offer clear, practical advice with a friendly,
personal approach. Whether you are moving
home, planning ahead, administering an estate
or updating your Will, our experienced team is
here to guide you every step of the way.

With the opening of our Woodbridge office, we
are proud to serve clients across Woodbridge
and the surrounding areas with trusted,
accessible legal support.
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Leiston remembers this month, with the Remembrance Parade, 
Armistice Day Service and the Festival of Remembrance,   
honouriing  those who made the ultimate sacrifice in past 
conflicts ....lest we forget...

Later in the month the community can gather for some festive 
cheer with the Christmas Lights Switch-on - a Festive weekend of 
entertainment will follow in December!

Please drop me a line to boost your business by advertising with 
us, in any or all of our six titles, or if you have any news or events 

you would like to share with our readers. Email: lou@tidecollection.com

Quote of the month

The only way to have a friend is to be one.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Louise 
             G

issing
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2027 panto
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- Parternship with Frances  Wealth 
Management renewed
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- A photographic journey through an 
extraordinary decade

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST               30   
- What happens to your debts when 
you die?
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D O O R  T O  D O O R  &  T O  M A N Y  VA R I E D  O U T L E T S

CONTACT LOUISE GISSING  FOR PRICES AND QUERIES 

LOU@TIDECOLLECTION.COM 

OR CALL  01728 833003 

01728 666 300   |   suffolkhideaways.co.uk   |    

Thinking of letting your  
holiday home?

 

 

Ocean View, 
Walberswick

To find out more please phone, visit our website  
or pop into our office in Aldeburgh for a chat.

We know choosing an agency to let your property  
can be a big decision, let us make it easy for you.

A friendly and local team  |  Excellent occupancy levels 
A Marketing or Managed service  |  Multi-channel marketing 
Peace-of-mind damage cover  |  Professional photography 

No restrictions on use of your property

FINAL FLINGFINAL FLINGFINAL FLING
@ THE LONG SHOP MUSEUM@ THE LONG SHOP MUSEUM@ THE LONG SHOP MUSEUM
SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 10AM - 3PMSUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 1�AM - 3PMSUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 10AM - 3PM

STEAM & STATIC ENGINES, TRADE STALLS,STEAM & STAT	� EN�	NES, TRADE STALLS,

REFRESHMENTS, AND MORE!REFRESHMENTS, AND MORE!

STEAM & STATIC ENGINES, TRADE STALLS,
REFRESHMENTS, AND MORE!
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Suffolk sisters Harriet Ablitt and Ellena 
Bacon face an exciting challenge this 
autumn: to re-imagine a huge Christmas 
show for the Co-op Juniors Theatre 
Company at Snape Maltings Concert 
Hall.

For the group’s 20th anniversary at the 
world-famous venue, drawing audiences 
from all over East Anglia, the sisters have 
taken the popular show to the next level.

“We’ve spent months selecting music 
with our musical directors to fit high-
energy choreography in so many different 
styles. There’s truly something for 
everyone,” says Harriet Ablitt.

Her sister Ellena Bacon agrees, “With our 
talented young cast of almost 100, we’ve 
created a huge variety of musical moods 
and rhythms, making this perfect for the 
whole family.”

Both sisters are professionally trained and 
have appeared across the UK in stage 
productions. It is their second Magic 
of Christmas show: “We’ve enhanced 
our stage set with the latest lighting 
technology, so this will be bigger, bolder 
with lots of surprises and so much fun!” 
smiles Ellena.  

Tickets brittenpearsarts.org or call 01728 
687110  
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Allotment Vacancies: Fancy growing 
your own? Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town 
Council currently has allotment plots 
available. Whether you’re an experienced 
gardener or keen to give growing 
your own fruit and vegetables a go, an 
allotment is a great way to get outdoors, 
stay active and enjoy fresh produce. 
For more information or to enquire 
about an available plot, please contact 
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council 
on 01728 830388 or email office@
leistontowncouncil.gov.uk 

New Speed Indicator Devices Installed 
in Leiston: New Speed Indicator Devices 
(SIDs) have been installed in Leiston to 
encourage motorists to be more aware of 
their speed and help improve road safety. 
These have been installed on Hayling’s 
Road, Aldeburgh Road and Abbey Road.

NEW Love Leiston Newsletter; Our 
new newsletter is all about celebrating 
our town, our community and our people 
– your regular round-up of local news, 
events and activities that celebrate 
everything happening across our town 
and community. From celebrating local 
achievements and discovering more 
about Leiston’s fascinating past to 
highlighting new projects, community 
groups, volunteering opportunities and 
things to see and do, Love Leiston aims 
to keep residents connected with what’s 
happening on their doorstep. There is 
always something happening in Leiston 
– and plenty to be proud of. Sign up 
to receive the newsletter via the Visit 
Leiston website: www//visit-leiston.co.uk/
newsletter-signup/ 

Town Council Community Small Grants 
available: Do you have a project that 
could benefit the local community? 
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council offers 
small grants to support local groups and 
organisations delivering projects and 
activities that make a positive difference 
to residents. If your organisation is 
looking for funding, why not see whether 
your project could be eligible? Further 
information and details can be requested 
by calling the Town Council Office on 
01728 830388. 

An update from our Mayor, Cllr Nicky 
Corbett

It’s been another busy month in my 
calendar and there were a few highlights. 

I was pleased to be asked to open the 
Leiston Book Festival - now in its third 
year - which was a great success and 
now firmly established as an annual 
event for the town. Thank you to the 
festival organisers for bringing this event 
to Leiston and for inviting me to spend 
the day with you. I returned home with 
a book called ‘Under the Stars’ by local 
author Matt Gaw, who assured me it 
would help to allay my dislike, (in fact, 
horror), of the long, dark winter evenings. 
It will also help me to gain a new 
perspective on the wonders of the night 
sky and embrace being outside at a time 
when I’m usually in front of the TV with 
a cup of Horlicks! I read his book in one 
sitting, now to test his theory…

The second week in October was Cadet 
Week, and both our cadet groups held 
events to celebrate their success and 
encourage new recruits. 

I was delighted to attend both the TA 
and ATC at their respective events and 
cannot praise them highly enough for 
their commitment and enthusiasm. Well 
done to all our Leiston Cadets, who are 
such a credit to the town.

Mayor Corbett’s Thought for the Month
I hope you agree this is an appropriate 
‘thought’ during Remembrance month. 
Visiting the cadets reminded me that my 
Great Uncle, Arthur Blowers, founded 
Squadron 1379 (Leiston) Air Cadets in 
the early 1940s. Arthur was headmaster 
of Leiston High School (which became 
the Secondary Modern School). Born in 
Knodishall, he lived for many years in 
Hayling’s Road. I’ve since found out more 
about his exploits during WW1. Many 
of you with equally interesting family 
members and any stories you have could 
be shared with Alde Valley Family History 
Group https://www.avsfhg.org.uk or they 
might be able shed some light on your 
own family history.

Dates for Your Diary:

Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 
2026 – the parade starts at the Cadet 
Centre on Victory Road at 10.30am, 
everyone is welcome. 

Armistice Day Service, Wednesday 
11th November 2026 Commences 
at 10.45am in Church Square – a short 
service including a two-minute silence. 

Lights Switch-On: Get ready for some 
festive cheer! Leiston’s Christmas lights 
switch-on will take place on Friday 27th 
November between 4.30pm and 6pm 
at the Long Shop Museum. Come along 
and join the community as we celebrate 
the start of the festive season – mince 
pies and refreshments will be served, 
plus the Sizewell C Choir will be there 
bringing some extra Christmas cheer and 
performing some festive songs for all to 
enjoy. 

Christmas Festive Weekend: Leiston is 
set for a magical weekend of festive fun 
as Leiston Events Group presents ‘Leiston 
Celebrates Christmas’ on Saturday 
12th (12noon - 9pm) and Sunday 
13th December (10am - 5pm). The 
celebration promises something for the 
whole family, with a fantastic selection of 
Christmas attractions and entertainment.
Visitors can enjoy a synthetic ice-skating 
rink, Santa’s Grotto, festive craft stalls, live 
music and a funfair, alongside delicious 
hot food, a licensed bar and plenty more 
seasonal surprises.

FROM LEISTON-CUM-SIZEWELL 
TOWN COUNCIL
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01473 200566 |  0800 6965575 |  07951 252811

www.stormproofroofing.co.uk
stormproofroofers007@gmail.com

FLAT ROOFS  |   FASCIA & GUTTERING WORK
ROOF REPAIRS |  ALL ROOFING SERVICES

2 4 / 7  C A L L  O U T  F O R  E M E R G E N C Y  L E A K S

You’re in the right place. 

Whether it’s a slipped tile, a stubborn leak, 
or a full re-roof, our local Suffolk team gives

honest advice, free written quotes, and 24-hour
emergency call-outs, every day of the year.

Storm Proofers Half Page.indd   1Storm Proofers Half Page.indd   1 08/07/2026   09:0508/07/2026   09:05

REWIRING • LIGHTING • EXTRA SOCKETS • SHOWERS
ECONOMY 7 HEATING • PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING 

INSPECTING & TESTING • DATA CABLING • EMERGENCY LIGHTING
FIRE ALARM INSTALLATIONS • FREE ESTIMATES

PART P INSTALLERS

DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • STREET LIGHTING

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Unit 20, Halesworth Business Centre, Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ 

Tel: 01986 872130 
enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk  •  www.pearce-kemp.co.uk

PERIOD PROPERTIES 
& OAK SPECIALISTS

Craig - 07795 247994

Kelvin - 07916 902585

All aspects of building 
works undertaken.

Sash window repairs 
and oak replacement.

K C Builders.indd   1K C Builders.indd   1 21/08/2026   09:0821/08/2026   09:08

SIBTON COUNTRY SUPPLIES LTD.

GARDEN MACHINERY

Deals available on Lawnmowers, Strimmers 
and all types of garden machinery  

Wild Bird Food also available 
Christmas Trees available from the end of November

Pre-owned machines available at reduced prices

The Forge, Sibton IP17 2JH | Tel. 01728 660 349

New Season Deals
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The Band of the Royal British Legion, Leiston will be presenting 
their annual Festival of Remembrance at Leiston Film Theatre 
on Wednesday 4th November at 7.30pm. With rousing and 
reflective music for brass band plus guest performers Sizewell 
Creative Choir, Graham MacAusland on bagpipes, vocalist Flt 
Sgt Joe Tye, Leiston Air Cadet drum corps and Royal British 
Legion Standards in attendance. The second half will include a 
Service of Remembrance. An evening not to be missed, with all 
proceeds going to the vital work of the Poppy Appeal. Tickets 
available from Leiston Film Theatre.

The band is also honoured to be playing at Felixstowe Festival 
of Remembrance on Thursday 5th November and for Leiston 
and Saxmundham Remembrance Parades and Services on 
Remembrance Sunday itself. 

We will remember them……..

Looking ahead to Christmas the band is pleased to be returning 
to Leiston Film Theatre on Sunday 6th December at 3pm, with 
a fun festive programme of Christmas favourites old and new, 
plus a performance from our Training Band. Come and support 
the band and sing some carols with us to get into the festive 
spirit. Tickets just £7 for adults, children free, available from 
Leiston Film Theatre. 

For further details about the band and forthcoming events 
please visit our website www.leistonband.org

Fundraising Coffee Morning 

Saturday 7th November, 10am – 12noon, The Band Hall, 
Victory Road, Leiston, IP16 4DQ. Tea, coffee, homemade cake, 
crafts, raffle and Training Band open rehearsal - raising funds for 
The Poppy Appeal and The Band Hall. Everyone welcome. 

FROM JENNY RIDDELL-CARPENTER, MP

Every November, communities across 
Suffolk Coastal come together to 
remember those who have served 
and sacrificed for our country. From 
Remembrance services in each of our 
towns, to ceremonies in the smallest 
of villages across our constituency, it is 
always moving to see so many people 
take the time to pay their respects. 

Over the past few years, I’ve been 
really struck by the numbers of people 
gathering to give remembrance. I think 
we often have a sense, or perhaps a fear, 
that as a society we might begin to forget 
the huge sacrifices so many men and 
women gave – in both World Wars and all 
the conflicts since – to protect our nation, 
and our values. But each year, for me 
personally that fear is put to rest – and I 
am humbled and proud to see so many, 
across all generations, coming together 
to remember. I hope that you too have 
been struck by the same feeling in recent 
years. 

Of course, the involvement of schools, 
young cadets and even cubs, brownies 
and scouts is so important in helping to 
ensure that the stories and sacrifices of 
those who came before us are heard and 
carried forward to the next generation. 
Remembrance provides an important 
moment to reflect that behind every 
name on a war memorial is a person 
with a family, friends and a future they 
never got to experience. These were 
people from our own communities who 
left their homes to serve, often making 
the ultimate sacrifice. Their stories are an 
important part of our local history and 
deserve to be remembered. 

Though remembrance is not simply about 
looking back. It is also about recognising 
the service and sacrifice of those serving 
today – and making sure that we value 
and support them and their families while 
they are part of our communities.

We have a strong and proud connection 
to our Armed Forces here in Suffolk 
Coastal. Rock Barracks at Sutton Heath is 
an important part of our local community 
and is the new home to 23 Parachute 
Engineer Regiment and 70 Gurkha 
Parachute Squadron. 

I was delighted to welcome the Gurkhas 
and their families to Woodbridge with a 
community event hosted by the Mayor 
of Woodbridge and myself, and I have 
continued to provide support to military 
families in our area, and to make sure 
they know that my office is here to 
support them when they need it. 
Having served (albeit briefly) in the 
Territorial Army, I have a huge personal 
appreciation of the commitment, 
teamwork and sense of duty that comes 
with military service. Those experiences 
have stayed with me throughout my 
life and have given me an even greater 
respect for those who serve in our Armed 
Forces today. I am always grateful to 
everyone across Suffolk Coastal who 
helps organise our Remembrance 
services, supports the Royal British 
Legion’s Poppy Appeal and keeps these 
traditions alive. 

Their efforts, alongside the many 
residents who attend each year, show the 
strength of our communities and ensure 
that we continue to remember those who 
gave so much for the freedoms we enjoy 
today.

Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP
www.jennyforsuffolkcoastal.org

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE
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www.bestofsuffolk.co.uk
01728 638962

pno@bestofsuffolk.co.uk

Our friendly team in Suffolk combines 
a wealth of local knowledge with 
market-leading technology to provide 
exceptional service.

We know how important it is to you 
that letting your holiday home is 
a success. We realise this means 
something different to each owner. 
Maybe it is imperative that your 
property generates a great return on 
investment or steady income stream.

Letting your holiday 
home to be a success

Christmas at Snape Maltings
A magical festive season with concerts, shopping and family events 

Snape Maltings, Suffolk IP17 1SP    brittenpearsarts.org
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Partnership renewed 

Leiston Football Club are thrilled to announce a continued 
partnership with Francis Wealth Management.

Francis Wealth Management are based at the Leiston Enterprise 
Centre in the town and have been wonderful supporters of the 
Football Club for many seasons. They currently sponsor the 
dugouts at the Club, with their Francis Wealth Management 
livery resplendent.

Blues chairman, Andy Crisp, admitted to being excited to have 
Francis Wealth Management on board in an even stronger 
capacity.

“Simon, and all at Francis Wealth Management, are wonderful 
supporters of our Club,” he said.

“And we love promoting them through the livery on our 
dugouts, signs round the ground, social media graphics and 
matchday programme advertising. It’s what working together 
can bring.

“Simon’s business is very successful, and we enjoy being 
associated with them. Long may it continue.”

Francis Wealth Management is a Partner Practice of St. James’s 
Place, and you can view their services via their website, www.
franciswealth.co.uk as well as on their socials. 

Hats off to the young Leiston U18s.

They reached the first round of the FA Youth Cup after a thrilling 
penalty shoot-out win over Aveley recently.

It’s the first time since 1954 the Blues have made it into the First 
Round of the competition. Did you know, Leiston were the first-
ever Suffolk club to enter the FA Youth Cup? That was back in 
1954, and the young Blues drew Arsenal in that first round. They 
travelled to Highbury and Derek Spurling put Leiston ahead to 
stun the home crowd. It wasn’t to be a fairytale ending mind 
you, as the professional set-up of the young Gunners fought 
back to win 8 - 1 on the night.

Back to the present and well done you young Blues!

For information on all things Leiston FC, head over to 
www.leistonfc.co.uk or follow Leiston FC on X, Facebook, 
WhatsApp, TikTok, Linked In and Instagram.

Sponsorship packages, including our popular Matchday 
Experience packages, are now available. Contact chairman, 
Andy Crisp on 07769 904555.

The Club is proud to run three senior football teams, the 
first team playing at the highest level of any non-league club 
in Suffolk, as well as many youth teams, from U8s to U16s, 
including girls’ teams. We are very much a community club, with 
a hall for hire for your occasion or meeting venue. Pop up and 
see us at a game. We’d love to see you.

On board with the blues: Pictured right is Simon Francis, 
of Francis Wealth Management, with Leiston chairman, Andy Crisp.

LEISTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
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YOU’RE PROMISED A PANTOMIME WORTH STAYING AWAKE FOR 
AT LEISTON FILM THEATRE THIS JANUARY! 

 

Team B Productions invites you to the panto 
you’ve been dreaming of … Sleeping Beauty,   
appearing live at the splendid Leiston Film                  
Theatre between the 8th and 10th January 2027 
and tickets are in big demand, with seats for 
some performances already limited. 
 

As a baby, the beautiful Princess Aurora is cursed 
by the evil Carabosse, destined to perish on her 
18th birthday, by pricking her finger on a               
spinning wheel. But when the good fairies                   
intervene, the Princess falls under a sleeping 
spell and into a deep slumber and can only be 
awoken by true love's kiss. 
 

Now it’s up to a dashing Prince, the good Fairies, 
and the Princess’ best friend Muddles to save the 
day. Will good triumph over evil, will true love’s 
kiss be enough to break the spell and will they all 
live happily ever after?  
 

The Pantomime has been written by Wayne 
Burns and Toby Young and is being brought to 
the stage under Wayne’s 'Team B Productions' 
title - a group of experienced am-dram                      
performers, who have enjoyed numerous sell-out 
successes, gaining a reputation and following for 
their polished performances. 
 

Sleeping Beauty promises another traditional 
family Pantomime, bursting with colourful                 
costumes, dazzling effects, toe-tapping tunes and 
sprinkled with magical mayhem! 

The Pantomime sees renowned Suffolk musician Tom Horton returning as the Musical Director and the  
energetic students from the Chloe Kinrade School of Dance will be making a welcome return to the stage, 
as part of the Pantomime extravaganza. 
 

Sleeping Beauty will be appearing live at the Leiston Film Theatre on Friday 8th 
(7.30pm), Saturday 9th (3pm & 7.30pm) and Sunday 10th (11am and 3pm) January 
2027. Limited tickets are still available, priced £19.95, £19.50 and £17.95. 
Book your seats on 01728 830549 or at: www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk. 

INTRODUCING THE PANTO PRINCESS FOR 2027 
 

There are no words to express how excited Kelly Eagle was to be offered 
the role of Princess Aurora, in Sleeping Beauty. Kelly first contacted Team 
B back in 2024 to enquire about getting involved in their productions and 
after a brief audition process, patiently stood in the wings waiting to take to 
the stage in the 2026 production of Mother Goose. Since then, Kelly has 
appeared in Team B’s recent comedy/drama, Mourning Campers and this year 
is their leading lady in Sleeping Beauty. 
 

If you've ever thought about taking to the stage, or working in the wings as 
the vital stage support, now's the time to get in touch. Simply message Team 
B Productions via their Facebook page, or via the Leiston Film Theatre 
website at: www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk  
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LEISTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY
The new season of monthly meetings of the Society 
commenced on 23rd. September with a display by member 
Alan Starkey of ‘British Bank Notes’.  Alan’s comprehensive and 
detailed collection covered a period from the early 19th century 
to the present day and included early notes issued by regional 
banks in Norwich and Great Yarmouth, through to later Treasury 
notes and finally followed by Bank of England notes running 
right through both World Wars to the present issue bearing the 
the head of our new Monarch, Charles III.

Alan’s considerable knowledge of the subject resulted in a 
most interesting and enjoyable presentation appreciated by all 
members present and Alan was presented with a certificate by 
the Secretary, Andy Soutar, to commemorate the occasion.

On 25th November we have the Society’s annual Auction, 
featuring some 300 lots of stamps, albums and philatelic 
ephemera – all up for sale. Anyone interested in the auction 
can come along - this event is not restricted to members. There 
will be postal and telephone bidding, so watch out for some 
surprises! Viewing of auction lots starts at 6.30pm and the 
bidding will commence at 7.30pm.

On 9th December the annual Christmas Social and Quiz will 
take place at 2 - 4pm at the usual venue (see below), when 
the Society will welcome the Mayor and other Leiston Town 
councillors to celebrate the festive season.

The New Year will open with an afternoon meeting on 
27th January, 2 - 4 pm with a display of members’ collections, 
followed by our annual Competition on 24th February, when 
members vie with each other to win the coveted Cup - awarded 
to the winner after a secret ballot.

Further meetings from March through to June are already 
arranged and anyone interested can find out more about the 
Society’s activities by emailing: alanmartin42@btinternet.com 
or andy.soutar@btinternet.com. Membership costs just £5 per 
annum and all meetings are held at the United Church Hall, 
Leiston High Street.

New members are assured of a warm welcome!

October saw another wonderful example of Leiston community 
pulling together, this time in Church Square. The beautiful silver 
birch tree was in desperate need of a good haircut, but as usual 
funds were limited – but hurrah for Shaun Wright Tree Services 
who, recognising the value of this community space, provided 
the Community Land Trust with a sizeable discount, thus 
enabling the work to forge ahead. With the silver birch restored 
to its rightful glory, our faithful volunteer gardener Mark 
Robinson provided some much-welcomed colour by planting 
pansies and cyclamen around the base. These were provided at 
a discount by our friends at Platts greengrocery. 

Mark then made a start on tackling the main flower beds, which 
had suffered badly over the dry summer. Soil improver and 
wood chip were ordered and taken in by our friends at No. 47. 
Now the hard work has begun. Fresh lavender and lots of colour 
are soon to follow. This is what community spirit at its best looks 
like. 

If you are interested in volunteering or joining Leiston 
Community Land Trust you can find details at www.leistonclt@
outlook.com . Together we can make a difference in Leiston. 

The photos show Mark Robinson planting some autumn colour 
at Church Square and Shaun Wright Tree Services at work in 
Church Square.

COMMUNITY ACTION AT WORK
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ALDE FENCING

0

For a free quotation please contact Adam on

1728 633144 | 07896 766719

adamblowers@btinternet.com

Agricultural, Domestic, Commercial, 
Repairs & Gates

     www.aldefencing.com

RIVERVIEW
GARDENING

Garden & Grounds Maintenance

Providing all aspects of garden and grounds
maintenance to both domes�c and commercial

customers, Ride-on lawnmower available
Green waste removed

EXPERIENCED -  QUALIFIED -  INSURED

Call Oliver - 07779152936 - 01728561990
Email - riverviewgardening@gmail.com

Grahams Gardening & Maintenance.indd   1Grahams Gardening & Maintenance.indd   1 19/08/2026   10:5019/08/2026   10:50

Tom Bridges  | Framlingham, Suffolk
T 07527 351 744 |E saxonfencing@outlook.com |     saxonfencingsuffolk

High quality agricultural, equestrian and domestic fencing and 
landscaping servies throughout East Anglia

Saxon Fencing
& Landscaping

Contact us for a free estimate, advice, or to discuss 
your individual requirements

Regular permanent part-time work for 
good, reliable, honest people who take 
pride in a job well done, to clean for our 
domestic clients in IP12, 13, 15, 16, 17.

TO APPLY:
www.maid2cleansuffolk.co.uk/looking-for-work/

0843 289 6858 (24/7) text 0776 970 0258

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
PART TIME WORK?

Maid2Clean is the largest domestic
cleaning agency in the UK. Cleaners are 
paid cash on the day they clean
(from £14.00 ph).

ALLVAC
SERVICE & REPAIR

KIRBY & DYSON SPECIALIST

HAVE YOUR VACUUM CLEANER
COLLECTED FULLY SERVICED AND 

RETURNED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE FOR

£35
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

PAUL LAYTON
01379 871095 OR 07866 549642

HARROWMEND LTD
STORAGE CONTAINER HIRE

Based in Theberton,
convenient for
Leiston-cum-Sizewell,
Saxmundham &
surrounding areas.

Individual 20ft containers
with 33.1m3 of space

For more information and availability, please call
01502 380129 or email: harrowmend@gmail.com

For the complete A1 Home Selection Service
Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Professional, reliable and competitive
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

A1Carpets
By Gary Burden
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BRITAIN IN THE 1930S 
A photographic journey through an 
extraordinary decade of change by 
Steven Brindle & Maureen Hill.

Through more than 900 extraordinary 
black and white images, this remarkable 
book reveals a Britain on the cusp of 
enormous change – a world that would 
soon be transformed forever by the 
Second World War.

With photographs from every British 
county and city in the country, from 
Cornwall to Orkney and from Cardiff 
to Derry, this spectacular 616-page 
book captures a nation poised between 
tradition and modernity, revealing 
everyday life in unprecedented detail.
Britain in the 1930s was a land of striking 
contrasts. Economic depression and 
mass unemployment devastated many 
industrial communities while elsewhere 
prosperity, suburban growth and 
consumer culture transformed daily life. 

Through these astonishing photographs, 
Britain in the 1930s captures a decade in 
which old ways of life endured even as 
Britain embraced the modern age.
The 1930s marked the golden age of 
the British seaside. Crowded beaches, 
bustling promenades, pleasure piers and 
elegant hotels welcomed millions seeking 
leisure and escape. Families enjoyed 
day trips to Brighton and Margate, while 
Blackpool and Morecambe became 
synonymous with summer holidays.
Camping, walking and boating holidays 
grew in popularity, while lidos, dance 
halls and pavilion theatres reflected 
a new culture of recreation and 
entertainment. 

These photographs capture moments of 
joy and relaxation during a decade often 
overshadowed by memories of economic 
hardship and the approach of war.
Beyond the towns and cities, much of 
rural Britain appeared little changed from 
previous centuries. 

Medieval market squares, village greens 
and ancient churches dominated the 
landscape, while agricultural shows, 
livestock markets and seasonal fairs 
continued to shape everyday life. 

Traditional customs survived across the 
country, from hunts and village races to 
ancient celebrations and country shows.

The photographs reveal a world where 
horses and carts still shared roads 
with motorcars and where picturesque 
villages, market towns and centuries-old 
buildings remained at the heart of British 
identity.

A true reflection of JB Priestley’s famous 
vision of ‘three Englands’ – the ancient 
country of cathedrals and villages, 
the industrial Britain created by the 
Victorians, and the new world of suburbs, 
cinemas and motorcars – Britain in the 
1930s presents a nation in transition. 

The archive images and detailed 
commentary that make up this book 
evoke a bygone age, capturing a turning 
point in Britain’s national story. 

It illuminates a momentous decade, one 
that was both a window on the past and 
signpost to the future. 

The book is published on 5th November 
by Atlantic Publishing @ £50
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It has been a busy summer with works 
continuing to progress well. We have 
reached a key milestone with the arrival 
of the fi rst commercial trains, delivering 
materials directly to the Temporary 
Construction Area via the newly installed 
rail line, known as the Green Rail Route.

Each freight train prevents the equivalent of 
around 50 HGVs from having to travel on our 
roads. Between now and Christmas around 
100,000 tonnes of material will be delivered by 
rail, removing the need for approximately 5,000 
HGV journeys from local roads.

Added to this, our jetty – what we call our Marine 
Bulk Import Facility (MBIF) – will be operational 
in the New Year, at which point we can open up 
more deliveries by sea too.  

Overall, 60% of our materials will be delivered by 
rail or sea. That means less HGVs on the roads 
and less impacts on local communities.   

The Park and Ride capacity continues to increase 
at our southern car park near Wickham Market 
with more of our workers using the site to park 
their cars and access our sites on Sizewell C 
buses. Our contractor has now removed the 
temporary welfare building as they complete 
the access to the Southern Park and Ride site. 

The A12 road improvements at Marlesford are 
also almost complete, improving community 
connection and safety for the community.

Whilst train movements have commenced, 
there are still investments being made to further 
upgrade the main and branch lines which are 
being carried out by Balfour Beatty Rail and 
Network Rail. From Saturday 24 October – 
Monday 2 November, there will be a nine-day 
blockade of the East Su� olk branch line to 
support rail upgrades. The works include:

• Complete renewal of Saxmundham 
rail junction

• Upgrade of signalling system between 
Westerfi eld and Halesworth

• Civils work around Bealings level Crossing 
that includes installing bases for signalling 
future equipment

Throughout the blockade, buses will replace 
trains between Lowestoft and Ipswich. A 
separate shuttle bus will operate for customers 
travelling to and from Beccles, these customers 
will need to change bus at Halesworth.

More information will be made available in the 
coming weeks on greateranglia.co.uk.

PROJECT UPDATE
NOVEMBER 2026

For more information and for more forum dates visit sizewellc.com/community/forums *Calls to 0800 
numbers are free from UK landlines. Call costs from mobile and international numbers may vary.

Northern
Transport Forum Wednesday 4 November 18:00, at the High Lodge, Darsham

Southern
Transport Forum Wednesday 2 December 18:00, at the Riverside Centre, Stratford St Andrew

All our works and planned road works can be accessed on our Works Tracker. Please sign up to 
receive bespoke alerts via email or SMS. Thank you for patience during these works. To fi nd out 
more about the progress of the works, the next round of community forums are:
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GAME LOWESTOFT RETURNS 
Taking place on Saturday 14 November 
at East Point Pavilion, Lowestoft, NR33 
0AP, this FREE gaming celebration - 
GAME Lowestoft - brings together 
tabletop and video gaming, industry 
workshops and a ‘Super Smash Bros 
Ultimate Tournament’ to Lowestoft.

Organised by First Light Festival CIC with 
funding and support from the East Suffolk 
Community Partnership Board, the event 
shines a spotlight on the region’s growing 
presence in the UK’s gaming and creative 
industries. 

Throughout the afternoon, visitors of all 
ages can drop in to a packed programme 
of workshops and gaming sessions, 
including e-games from Norwich 
Gaming Festival, a self-led ‘Create 
Your Own Loot Box’ workshop from 
Wayward Adventurers, tabletop gaming 
with Skyward Fire, a content creation 
workshop with Dominic Sacco, and a 
prototyping workshop from Stray Dog 
Games.

The day builds to a headline ‘Super 
Smash Bros Ultimate Tournament’, with 
sign-ups open from 12 noon and play 
running from 4.30pm to 6.30pm, before 
the event wraps up at 6.45pm.
Also joining the event will be Game 
Anglia, The Fort, gaming influencer 
Miyuki Panda and Epilogue Book Shop. 

Dominic Sacco, writer, editor, speaker 
and founder of Esports News UK said, 
“I’m delighted to be a part of Game 
Lowestoft 2026! Having visited the 
inaugural event last year, it was lovely 
to see developers, traders and gamers 
gather for a host of activities, and I’m 
super excited to be running a content 
creation workshop at this year’s show. I 
believe regional games events are the 
future and look forward to seeing Game 
Lowestoft go from strength to strength”.

On Friday 13 November, schools 
are invited to a special day featuring 
workshops and activities from 
professionals working in the industry 
including education partners Access 
Creative College, East Norfolk 6th Form 
College, Norwich University of the Arts 
and University of Suffolk. 

A workshop, ‘Speaking Confidence: 
The Cheat Codes’ by Jon Torrens, a 
self-confessed neurodivergent introvert 
show-off, will show students some simple 
techniques for writing great material and 
delivering it like a final boss. 

Mr Garwood the STEM lead and 
Ambition Programme Coordinator at 
Beccles High School said, “We came to 
the previous one and it was superb”.

In advance of the weekend BAFTA award 
winning Games Developer Fred Hoffman 
from Newfangled Games will be heading 
back to East Coast College where he 
studied to give an inspiring talk to the 
students on the power of saying yes to 
opportunity. 

For more information and to book a 
place for your school, 

email: faye@firstlightlowestoft.com

Contact@theambershop.co.uk

The Amber Shop

The Amber Shop & Museum

1 5  M a r k e t  P l ,  S o u t h w o l d  I P 1 8  6 E A
THE AMBER SHOP

50% OFF DIAMONDS
50% OFF

50% OFF ALL NATURAL DIAMONDS
WWW.AMBERSHOP.CO.UK

AUG TILL OCT
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Join us at Old Hall Southwold this November for our fantastic 
two-day Christmas Makers Market, now firmly established as 
one of our favourite community events of the year!

With more than 55 talented makers gathered under the shelter 
of our Big Barn, it’s the perfect place to start, and finish, your 
Christmas shopping. Browse an inspiring selection of handmade 
gifts and treats, including jewellery, ceramics, textiles, homeware, 
woodwork, fine art, candles, cosmetics, greetings cards, and 
delicious local produce.

There’ll be live music throughout the weekend and lots for 
younger visitors to enjoy. Santa’s Chief Elf will be helping little 
ones write and post their letters to the North Pole and, weather 
permitting, the much-loved Miniature Donkeys for Wellbeing 
will be paying us a visit. We also have some fantastic street food 
vendors joining us, alongside a bar serving a selection of suitably 
festive tipples.

Make a day of it by exploring our beautiful estuary walks, which 
are lovely at this time of year as the landscape takes on its 
autumn colours. Your four-legged friends are very welcome too, 
making it the perfect outing for the whole family.

With oodles of free parking, beautiful estuary views and a 
wonderfully festive atmosphere, Old Hall is the perfect place to 
soak up a little Christmas magic this November and support the 
brilliant independent makers and small businesses that make our 
region so special. 

Entry £2.50 per adult. Children aged 16 and under go free.

261015 Tide Publication Ad (W90 x H130)_Autumn:Winter.indd   1261015 Tide Publication Ad (W90 x H130)_Autumn:Winter.indd   1 15/10/2026   13:3815/10/2026   13:38

The Engineers Arms
    

November
Sat 21st

Ace Karaoke

Sun 22nd 
Ace Karaoke

Leiston               01728 635883

Find us on Facebook
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 RNLI Aldeburgh are looking for Boat Crew, Shore Crew and 
Launch Authorities; and the fundraising Guild is looking for 
volunteers, including Shop staff.  Visit rnli.org/support-us/
volunteer/volunteering-opportunities for information on each 
role and how to apply. 

It is RNLI policy to have someone independent of the Boat and 
Shore Crew to make the decision and give permission to launch 
a lifeboat. The ‘Launch Authority’ (LA) considers: weather, sea 
state, boat and shore crew availability and their skills - whether 
it is a service call (shout), an exercise, or for fundraising and 
PR events. Full training is given and no prior experience is 
required.
 
The LAs at Aldeburgh are on a five-week rota, with a weekend 
duty from Friday 8am to Tuesday 8am, two and a half weeks 
off, a Tuesday to Friday duty, then two weeks off until the 
next weekend duty. Some of our current LAs do additional 
volunteering roles: beach crew, head launcher, tractor driver, 
shop volunteer. 

Bryn, who has been one of the Launch Authority team for over 
eight years says “The only predictable thing about lifeboating is 
that is it unpredictable!”

He has been involved in shouts lasting less than an hour or 
more than 12 hours; seen lives saved, medical emergencies, 
injured casualties retuned to shore for treatment; sinking 
vessels, damaged vessels, and many other challenges. 

“You feel a surge of adrenalin when the pager sounds, yet 
you must remain calm and rational and prepared for anything. 
The feeling once a job is done, the crew are safely home, 
equipment all functioning and undamaged, with all casualties 
safe, is fantastic, justifying all the training and sacrifice made by 
all the volunteers at Aldeburgh Lifeboat Station.” 
  
If you are aged 18 - 70 and interested to volunteer as an 
Aldeburgh Lifeboat Station Launch Authority please visit: 
https://volunteering.rnli.org/vacancy/launch-authority-
aldeburgh-619706.html or pop to the beach on a Sunday 
morning (launch approximately 9am) and have a chat with the 
shore crew. 

                                                                                                                                                      
                     

Brynn

The Susan Scott 
Photo: Martin Quinn

ALDEBURGH RNLI -  JOIN THE CREW!

YOUR TOWN
YOUR EVENTS

We’re collecting local feedback to help 
shape the future of events in Leiston

We Need Your Responses!

LEISTONEvents Group

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUURR  SSAAYY!!

Forms to be submitted by the 1st December.
Want a form by email, email leistonevents@outlook.com

Or pick one up and return to the Town Council office
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Suff olk Holiday Let Management & Marketing

Property management
services for owners
Thinking of letting your Suff olk
property? Our experienced local
team provides a complete holiday
letting and management service

offi  ce@stayinsuff olk.com   |   01728 885262                                      Find out more at www.stayinsuff olk.com

From coastal cottages to countryside 
retreats, Stay in Suff olk manages over 
300 carefully selected holiday homes 

across Suff olk

Only 5% commission 
for the fi rst 3 months *
*plus VAT. Exclusions apply, contact us for details

Interested in letting
for Sizewell?
Our exclusive platform,
sizewellaccommodation.com
sees hundreds of visitors each
week looking to stay whilst working
at Sizewell Power Stations

Fear in the Funhouse. Terror in the Tunnel of Love, Shivers 
in the Shooting Gallery! On the trail of stolen artifacts, Brown 
faces a motley crew of churls and showgirls, led by Mozzarelli, 
the big cheese. 

For those who fancy a bonkers, surreal and hilarious alternative 
to panto, book now for Common Ground Theatre Company’s 
ever-popular Xmas spoof! “Madcap comedy gold”, as The 
Stage put it. With their unique brand of music theatre, they’ve 
been described by Libby Purves as “One of the best things on 
the road in East Anglia right now…A proper treat.”

This Xmas/New Year they return in full bonkers mode with their 
traditional festive comedy caper, which this year will be FATHER 
BROWN & THE CARNIVAL OF FEAR! A haul of recently 
unearthed Roman gold and silverware, the Hiddenham Hoard, 
has been stolen whilst in transit to the British Museum! Maud 
Fiveways of the Hiddenham archaeology society asks her old 
flame Father Brown for help, but his investigations are disrupted 
by the arrival of Mozzarelli’s Carnival! How will he find the culprit 
before the precious Hoard is sold off on the black market?

Dick Mainwaring & Julian Harries star as Brown and Flambeau. 
Julian is known to East Anglian audiences from his many  
performances in the region. He has also made TV appearances 
in EastEnders, Detectorists, Father Brown & Mary & George.

Suitable for ages 8+. Venues include:  Seckford Theatre, 
Woodbridge; Harkstead Village Hall; Laxfield Village Hall; 
Southwold Arts Centre; Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall. Full tour 
schedule on our their website - www.commongroundtc.co.uk.
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NOV 4 Leiston Festival of Remembrance. Tickets £7, under 
18s free, available from Leiston Film Theatre. All proceeds to 
The Poppy Appeal. 7.30pm at Leiston Film Theatre, IP16 4BZ. 

NOV 7 Fundraising Coffee Morning. Tea, coffee, homemade 
cake, crafts, raffle and Training Band Open Rehearsal, 
fundraising for The Poppy Appeal and The Band Hall. 10am – 
12noon at The Band Hall, Victory Road, Leiston, IP16 4DQ.

NOV 8 Alde Valley Ramblers. Sutton Hoo and Coastal Path 
8.1 mile walk. Meet in main Car Park (Free) Sutton Hoo site, 
signposted from B1083 at 10am. For more details visit: www.
aldevalleyramblers.org.uk

NOV 11 Aldeburgh and District Local History Society Talk. 
‘The Palaeolithic History of Suffolk and East Anglia’ BY 
Nick Ashton. Last year the discovery of the earliest known 
instance of fire making by humans - here in Suffolk - made 
international headlines. This followed Professor Nick Ashton’s 
earlier discovery at Happisburg, (about 20 miles north of Great 
Yarmouth) in Norfolk, of the first pioneers in northern Europe 
900,000 years ago. 6pm at the Old Generator Station, Kings 
Field, Aldeburgh, IP15 5HY.  

NOV 18 November Health Walk. 11am outside the Leisure 
Centre on Red House Lane. For more information email 
Margaret (Walk leader for Wellbeing Walks): 
me.stanway@gmail.com

NOV 22 Alde Valley Ramblers. AGM + Walk at Knodishall 
Village Hall, School Road, Knodishall. The 4.5 mile walk will 
commence at 10am from Knodishall village hall car park and the 
AGM is at 12.30pm. Visit: www.aldevalleyramblers.org.uk.

NOV 28 Knodishall Cancer Research UK Support Group 
Christmas Fayre. Grand Draw, Tombola, Plants, Glass items, 
Booze Barrow, Produce, Christmas Cakes, C.R.U.K. Christmas 
Cards etc. Craft items and lots more. Don’t forget to bring the 
children to visit Father Christmas! Lunches, teas, coffees, and 
cake will be served all day. 11am - 3pm at Knodishall Village 
Hall. Come and support us to raise money for Cancer Research 
UK which will make a difference to so many people suffering 
from cancer and their families.

28 & 29 RSPB Minsmere Makers’ Market. Enjoy access to a 
selection of local artists and makers and find out how nature 
inspired their creations. Email: minsmere@rspb.org.uk, phone: 
01728 648281. 10am – 4pm. Website:
events.rspb.org.uk/minsmere

DEC 6 Made in Benhall. Are you looking for a unique and 
locally made Christmas gift? If so, come along to Made in 
Benhall to meet a wide range of local artists, crafters and 
makers. There is always a hugely diverse range of high quality 
products on sale at very affordable prices. Entry is free. 10am – 
2pm at Benhall Club.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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TONY BROWN’S FUNERAL SERVICE
Est.1979

Proudly independent family run business

The Funeral Parlour, New Cut, Saxmundham,Suffolk, IP17 1EH
T:01728 603108 

www.tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Owners of The Greenwood Burial Ground, Farnham

RSPB Minsmere Nature Reserve
Wildlife - Shop - Café - Events - Family Activities

rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/minsmere
RSPB Minsmere, Westleton, Saxmundham, Suffolk. IP17 3BY

Jules Chair Repairs
Cane, Rush & Seagrass

Mobile: 07581 007246
Email: juleschairrepairs@gmail.com

@Jules-Chair-Repairs

Lucy & Theronda are proud to bring to you their 2nd Annual 
Art & Book show at the South Lookout in Aldeburgh, 
November 20 - 22. 

Born in Aldeburgh, Lucy calls on her childhood memories and 
beyond for the inspiration for many of her books. ‘Chip, the 
Naughty Seagull’ is her most recent publication, illustrated by 
Theronda. It charts the course of the naughty Chip through 
the delightful landmarks of Aldeburgh and is best suited for 
5–90-year-olds! Theronda’s charming illustrations are a delightful 
compliment to the story that has captivated many hearts and 
is for sale on an ongoing basis through Munchies in Aldeburgh 
High Street. 

Lucy has published several 
books, including short 
story compilations from her 
weekly newspaper columns 
that she writes for her local 
paper group in California. 
Theronda is a prolific local 
artist who frequently exhibits 
in Aldeburgh and has a wide 
body of work, including 
magical studies of the South 
Lookout. 

For more information, 
please contact Lucy at 
lucymasonjensen@gmail.com

For more info, 
email Lucy at 

lucymasonjensen@gmail.com

ART & BOOK SHOW!
At the South Lookout, Crag Path, Aldeburgh

Friday, Nov 20, 2-5pm
Saturday, Nov 21, 10-close

Sunday, Nov 22, 10-4

Meet Lucy Mason Jensen, 
Author of Chip, the Naughty Seagull, 

The South Lookout - our Aldeburgh Childhoods 
& other work

Enjoy & buy the work of local artist, 
Theronda Hoffman
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MOURNING CAMPERS – 
REVIEWED BY GEORGY JAMIESON 
It’s the 1980s and the traditional seaside 
holiday camp getaway is in decline. You 
can pick up cheap package holidays to 
Spain or Malta on Teletext for £150, so 
why wouldn’t you swap the bad weather 
and bingo for sun and sangria?

Archers Holiday Camps are feeling the 
effects of holiday makers deserting them 
for the Costa Brava, and they need new 
ideas to get the punters back in. That’s 
when the Suffolk branch of Archers is 
chosen to host their first ever ‘Widowers 
Weekend’, complete with big name draw, 
‘Psychic Cheryl’ off the telly, and a coach 
load of grieving singletons. The staff have 
been told to get behind it 100%, but the 
camp host and resident comic, Barry, 
thinks it’s a terrible idea!

Set in a world of shabby chalets and 
petty fiddles, with all the backstabbing, 
unrequited romances, and simmering 
tensions between the entertainers going 
on behind the scenes, things are set up 
perfectly for comedy chaos.

This comedy/drama has been written by 
Wayne Burns and it’s a very clever script 
that makes you really care about the 
characters. They are all failures in their 
way, either clinging onto fading careers 
in showbusiness or starting out as young 
hopefuls in an industry dying around 
them. Wayne captures this perfectly in 
the first scene, set in the run-down staff 
room, with Radio Orwell on the stereo, 
worn out chairs that have seen better 
days, and milk going off by the sink. It 
sets the scene perfectly and you get an 
instant feel for the ‘80s era. 

Wayne plays Barry Blue, the resident 
comic, who tells racy gags and tall tales 
of having worked with all the big names 
in showbiz. The scenes come alive when 
Barry is on stage and the characterisation 
of the ‘could have been’ comedian is 
pitch perfect. 

His arch nemesis is singer Marion 
Monroe, played by Noleen Skudder, a 
diva in high heels, sequins and 1980s’ 
dayglo leggings, she is every inch the 
stuck-up madam who thinks she still has 
what it takes. Her Shirley Bassey routine 
in the second act, had me weeping with 
laughter. 

There’s great support too from the 
whole cast; Toby Young as starry-eyed 
Wayne, eager to help and hanging off 
Barry’s every showbiz yarn, Malcolm the 
children’s entertainer played by Patrick 
Norman with a wonderful tick and 
world-weary attitude to life in the camp, 
and Mark Skudder, who plays Bob, the 
entertainment manager, with a quiet but 
steely edge. Kelly Eagle as Daisy, Grace 
Clutterbuck as Tammy and Sky Henson 
as Lexi – as the Green Coat entertainers 
give good performances and Lexi 
particularly has a strong sub-plot running 
through the show, that really reminds you 
of the hedonistic yet dangerous times the 
1980s were. 

Mandy Baskett as cleaner Doris quietly 
potters around hoovering and cleaning 
whilst telling young Wayne about her 
upcoming get away to Spain, also 
perfectly reflecting the decade. I have to 
mention a particularly hilarious cameo 
from Marcus Ward as Keyboard Kenny. I 
was in tears laughing, and if you’ve ever 
seen holiday camp entertainment or been 
for a night out to a working men’s club it 
will resonate.

It’s always a delight to see new plays 
being put on and so well supported by 
the local community. It’s a risk, artistically 
and financially but in this case it’s a risk 
worth taking.

Team B are hoping to perform Mourning 
Campers elsewhere in the area in 2027 
and are currently working on their annual 
family Pantomime, Sleeping Beauty, 
appearing at Leiston Film Theatre 
between the 8th-10th January.

Georgy Jamieson
www.suffolktheatre.co.uk
Photos: Hoff Media
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Because Parenting Was Never Meant to Be Done Alone

“You won’t understand until you become a parent.” 

It’s a phrase many of us will have heard, and perhaps one that 
makes a little more sense once you’re in the thick of it!

Parenting can be magical, wonderful and inspiring. But it 
can also be lonely, repetitive, exhausting and, dare I say 
it, sometimes mind-numbingly dull. There’s only so much 
enthusiasm you can muster for your 47th rendition of Incy Wincy 
Spider, especially when your audience is more interested in 
eating their own socks.

For families, the early years can bring a mixture of joy, 
uncertainty and very real challenges. Broken sleep, financial 
pressures, isolation and the constant responsibility of caring 
for a young child can make everyday life feel overwhelming. 
Every family’s circumstances are different, and no two parenting 
journeys look quite the same.

But one thing we all deserve is connection, support and 
somewhere to turn up exactly as we are, without judgement.
The first three years of a child’s life are extraordinary. During 
these earliest years, a child’s brain can form more than a million 
new neural connections every second. Every cuddle, song, 
story, conversation and game helps build the foundations 
for language, relationships, emotional wellbeing and future 
learning.

And while babies and toddlers are busy growing and 
developing, the adults caring for them are learning and 
adapting too. Sometimes all it takes is a friendly face, a shared 
laugh or someone saying, “Oh, mine does that too!” to make 
the day feel a little easier.

We often hear the phrase it takes a village to raise a child, but 
perhaps we need to remember that it takes a village to support 
the people raising them too.

That’s why we’re delighted to be offering two new FREE classes 
for children aged 0–3 and their grown-ups at Leiston Primary 
School.

Through music, stories, play and shared experiences, we’ll 
support those all-important early stages of development while 
giving parents and carers the chance to connect, chat and enjoy 
being part of a community. No expectations, no judgement and 
absolutely no requirement to have your life together. Whether 
you’re thriving, surviving or somewhere in between, you are 
welcome. So please tell a parent, grandparent or carer you 
know. Let’s build our village, make parenting a little less lonely 
and give our youngest children the sound beginnings they 
deserve. These free classes are kindly supported by East Suffolk 
Community Partnerships.

Esther Gleeson
Sound Beginnings Practitioner and Music Lead for the Leiston 
Education Partnership

SOUND BEGINNINGS

Wedding Stationery

0 1 7 2 8  8 3 3 0 0 3  |  W W W. L E I S TO N P R E S S . C O M
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ALDE VALLEY SUFFOLK FAMILY 
HISTORY GROUP

‘A Plague on all your houses - Epidemic 
Diseases and our Ancestors’  by Janet 
Few

Since Covid-19 we are very aware of 
epidemic disease, but what epidemics 
impacted the lives of our ancestors? How 
did they attempt to prevent or cure these 
diseased and how effective were the 
measures?

Dr. Janet Few is a British historian, 
genealogist and author, specialising in 
17th century social history. Best known 
for her educational books, living history 
interpretations as ‘Mistress Agnes’ and 
award-winning historical fiction. She 
is the President of the Family History 
Federation.

The talk takes place on Monday 16th 
November at 2.30pm, in person at 
the Fromus Centre, Street Farm Road, 
Saxmundham, IP17 1AL (behind the 
library) and, for members only, on 
Zoom. The talk starts at 2.30pm. No 
need to book – just turn up — free for 
members and £5 for visitors, including 
refreshments. Free car-parking. 
Only members can take part in our 
meetings on Zoom, but it’s only £10 for 
a year’s membership – see  https://www.
avsfhg.org.uk/join-us. Zooming is free.

Posted in the Past – Hands Across the 
Sea’ – by Helen Baggott

On Monday 21st September Vice Chair, 
Jan welcomed members to the Fromus 
Centre and on Zoom for an illustrated 
talk by the ‘Postcard Detective’ Helen 
Baggott, who has been researching the 
stories behind postcards that are over 100 
years old. Helen has had books published 
containing these stories: ‘Posted in the 
Past’, ‘Past Second Delivery’ and ‘Posted 
in the Past Hands Across the Sea’. 

In this talk the stories were all related 
to travel. In the early 1900s a letter cost 
1d to send and a postcard 1/2 d, the 
postcard arriving much quicker. Helen 
researches the names and places on the 
postcards and has been able to find out 
much about the people involved. 

Miss Georgina Ballantine, it turned out, 
lived in Victoria cottage near the River 
Tay. She was a nurse in the First World 
War and in a 1922 newspaper article, 
Helen found that Georgina had caught 
a 65 pound salmon, which was a record 
catch which still holds today. 

The fish was donated to the local hospital 
and her portrait was hung on the Men’s 
Club, though she was never allowed in to 
see it.

An amazing lady was Audrey Harris, a 
debutante, who, on her own, in 1935 
embarked on a journey across Europe, 
which was funded by her father. At home 
she had been used to luxury but on her 
travels there was little privacy. Audrey 
went on to China and Japan, and in Korea 
found herself sleeping on a straw mattress 
with people very curious about her 
handwriting and also her hair. In Iran and 
Iraq there were few women seen outside 
and travelling alone was not the norm. 
Audrey’s travel diary was published as 
‘Eastern Visas’ and Helen was able to 
purchase a copy.

Jenny Mann

Further Programme: at the Fromus 
Centre, Saxmundham, at 2.30pm 

Monday 14 Dec: ‘200 Years of Farming 
History’ by Ashley Cooper

Monday 18 Jan: ‘Social media for family 
history’ by Kelly Cornwell

Monday 15 Feb: ‘The Real Basil Brown’ 
by Sarah Doig		

Mon 15 March: ‘History of Saxtead Mill’ 
by Jonathan Sullivan

NL@avsfhg.org.uk 

https://avsfhg.org.uk/ 
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Fri 6th Nov at 7.15pm 
Sat 7th Nov at 5.00pm 
Sun 8th Nov at 6.00pm 
Mon 9th Nov at 2.00pm 
Tues 10th, Wed 11th & 

Thurs 12th Nov at 7.15pm 
 

WICKER 15 
—————————————————————-- 

Sat 7th Nov at 7.30pm 
Sun 8th Nov at 3.00pm 

 

GEORGE MICHAEL: 
THE FAITH TOUR 12A 

—————————————————————-- 
Mon 9th Nov at 7.15pm 

Tues 10th Nov at 2.00pm 
Sun 15th Nov at 6.30pm 

 

THE UPRISING 15 
—————————————————————-- 

Fri 13th Nov at 7.15pm 
Sun 15th Nov at 4.00pm 
Mon 16th Nov at 7.15pm 

Thurs 19th Nov at 2.00pm 
 

WHALEFALL 15 
—————————————————————-- 

Sat 14th Nov at 12.00pm 
Sun 15th Nov at 2.30pm 
Sat 21st Nov at 12.00pm 
Sun 22nd Nov at 2.30pm 

 

FESTIVE FUN WITH PEPPA  U 
———————————————————— 

Thurs 19th Nov at 7.00pm 
Sun 22nd Nov at 4.30pm 

 

GIANT - THE PLAY 15 
———————————————————— 

Fri 20th Nov at 7.15pm 
Mon 23rd Nov at 1.00pm 

Tues 24th & Wed 25th Nov at 7.15pm 
Thurs 26th Nov at 2.00pm 

 

I PLAY ROCKY 12A 
———————————————————— 

Thurs 26th Nov at 7.00pm 
Sun 29th Nov at 3.00pm 

 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER’S 
STARLIGHT EXPRESS  PG 
———————————————————— 

Sat 5th Dec at 3.00pm 
 

ANDRE RIEU’S 2026 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT: 

LET IT SNOW PG 
 

01728 830549 
www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

at LEISTON FILM THEATRE 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Saturday 14th November, 7.30pm 
THE COLDPLAY TRIBUTE 

Friday 27th November, 7.30pm 
DS:UK … IN TRIBUTE TO DIRE STRAITS 

Saturday 28th November, 7.30pm 
HONEY AND THE BEAR 

Friday 8th - Sunday 10th January 2027 
PANTOMIME - SLEEPING BEAUTY 

Sunday 6th December, 3.00pm 
LEISTON ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Thurs 26th Nov at 7.00pm 
Sun 29th Nov at 3.00pm  NOW BOOKING  www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 
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SUFFOLK ANIMAL RESCUE
Piggy the gentle tabby has lived outside, 
for the whole of his 15 years. His ‘owner’ 
moved away and someone else took on 
giving him a little food. Now they are 
moving away too. They all thought he 
was fine, living in an old box, outside 
in all weathers, the chill of 15 winters 
invading his skinny frame.

Suffolk Animal Rescue took this little 
sweet soul in, and he joined 200 other 
rescued felines, all hoping to find comfort 
and affection as autumn and winter nights 
begin to march in and bite.

SAR is a tiny but massively-effective 
animal welfare charity based near 
Debenham, Suffolk. Next year it 
celebrates 30 years of relentlessly 
rescuing animals, but founder Mrs Jayne 
Roberts says things have never been 
so bad. The charity is overwhelmed by 
cats and kittens, dogs, rabbits and even 
some wildlife... all needing rescue and 
veterinary treatment. 

The veterinary bill for last month alone 
was £18,000. SAR is unusual in that it 
concentrates on the feral cats and kittens 
because, as Jayne says: “Nobody else 
is keen on doing that. And they make 
the best pets, grateful for the kindness, 
attention, shelter and food.”

Luckily the local community rallies to raise 
funds, including the parishioners at St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church in Aldeburgh. 
And Debenham Veterinary Practice is 
generous and hugely supportive. Jayne 
says: “We are incredibly grateful to 
everyone who supports us but we really 
need to find good homes for cats like 
Piggy. 

Jayne said: “I want him to have comfort 
and kindness and a little luxury. 

“He’s such an adorable, sweet and lovely 
chap”

If you can offer this little Piggy that kind, 
special home, please contact Suffolk 
Animal Rescue. We are always grateful for 
donations or items to sell in our Ipswich 
shop, and offers of help. Please visit: can 
https://www.suffolkanimalrescue.org.uk/
Please call: 01728 860937 or email: 
suffolkar@hotmail.com if you can 
offer poor Piggy a home or wish help 
to this fantastic local charity. Charity 
Number:1065934.

FRAMLINGHAM AND SAXMUNDHAM 
CATS PROTECTION 
Our Quiz Night was a great success with a full house, a 
lively, fun, and very successful evening. Thanks to everyone’s 
enthusiasm and generosity, we raised almost £500!

Updating Microchip Details: We have recently encountered 
a number of issues while checking microchip information on 
cats that have been found. The problem arises because the 
owner has moved and not updated their contact details with 
the microchip database, making it much harder, and sometimes 
impossible, to reunite lost cats with their families. 

How to Check or Update Your Cat’s Microchip

•	 If you’ve lost your cat’s microchip paperwork, ask your 
vet to scan your cat to obtain the microchip number. If 
you’re unsure which database holds the registration, you 
can use this website to find out: https://www.identi.pet/
catsprotection

•	 Once you know the correct database, make sure to update 
them if you: move home: change telephone number; 
transfer ownership of your cat to someone else or your cat 
sadly passes away

•	 Keeping these records accurate ensures that, if your cat 
ever goes missing, they have the best possible chance of 
being returned to you quickly and safely.

Dates for your diary: 
Saturday, 7 November: Christmas Fair atReydon Village Hall 
10am to 1pm
Saturday, 14 November: Christmas Fair at The Fromus Centre, 
Saxmundham 10am to 12 noon
Tuesday, 17 November: We will be at Leading Lives Coffee 
morning at the Hub, at the Fromus Centre
Ample free parking at all these events.

Cats Looking for a Home: Phoenix and his sister Juneau were 
found outdoors with their mum Georgia and the rest of their 
litter, seeking shelter. These two lively siblings are ready for their 
new start in life together. They are full of energy, love a good 
game of chase, and are huge fans of fishing rod toys, ping-pong 
balls and catnip mice. Could you offer them the home they 
need? See our website: www.cats.org.uk/framandsax, email: 
enquiries@framandsax.cats.org.uk, or telephone 01728 723499 
for more information 
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LEISTON ALLOTMENT HOLDERS & GARDENERS ASSOCIATION - NOVEMBER
For the garden or allotment, November is business as usual. 
Despite the long hot dry summer we have endured, the trees 
still have leaves ready to fall. Gather these up and compost. 
With shorter days and colder weather, try and keep ahead with 
the winter digging.  Do this in short spells when the soil is not 
too wet.

Vegetables: Cultivate empty beds and start to ‘draw up’ soil 
around the base of brassicas for support against high winds. 
Add stakes to sprouts and broccoli for some extra support. 
Sow now for an early crop of broad beans, my favourite time 
for this is on Remembrance Day (11th November) or as near to 
it as possible - Acquadulcia Claudia usually gives me a good 
early crop. Early peas can be sown if under cloches.

Fruit: Prune established blackcurrants by removing old shoots 
from the centre.   Prune apple and pear trees. Plant new canes 
of bushes such as raspberry, blackberry and currants, and feed 
with bonemeal. Ripen pears at room temperature. Inspect 
stored fruit and remove all those diseased or that have signs 
of rot.

Flowers: Complete planting of tulips.  Lift fuchsias, begonias 
and geraniums, and bring inside. Gladioli: Clean corms. 
Discard any with hard rot or botrytis. Select your site for 
next year, dig over, add manure, compost, and add some 
bonemeal. 

Dahlias: Leave until foliage has been blackened by frost 
before lifting. For all those previously stored, examine tubers 
and cut off any that show signs of rotting. Roses: This month 
is the best month to plant roses, while the soil has sufficient 
warmth to encourage new growth. Before planting, stand 
roses in a bucket of water for about one hour. Prepare a 
planting mixture of a handful of bonemeal in a two gallon 
container of moist peat. This mixture should be adequate for 
5 roses. Check established roses for blackspot. Dispose of 
any diseased leaves and put in your green bin – not on your 
compost heap!

Lawns: Continue aeriation, if not completed. Apply autumn 
fertiliser. Mow if necessary, depending on how well grass has 
grown.

Greenhouse: If not already done, remove all plants and 
completely empty of all pots, trays, and any other ‘junk’.  
Brush down glazing bars and clean inside glass. Replace any 
cracked or broken panes of glass. Make sure the door closes 
properly and all vents are closed, as the structure must be as 
windproof as possible. If heaters are to be used, make sure 
they are safe and in good working order.   Ventilate on sunny 
days, close up in foggy conditions.

Roderick Linsell   

Christmas Party
Spice up your

£20
Only 

per person*

*Includes two courses, rice and choice of naan from our set menu

Festive Party menu available from 1st to 23rd December,  
for parties of 8 or more people. 

To book your festive celebration,  
email restaurant@seaspice.co.uk

Scan Me

Swap a traditional turkey dinner for a  
feast full of vibrant flavours.

Market Cross Place, Aldeburgh, Suffolk, IP15 5BJ

for the menu

Available midday - 5pm Monday to Friday. All welcome!

Book your table via our website 
www.brudenellhotel.co.uk/dine

LUNCH BY THE 
SEA FOR £23

*Please note our Let’s Lunch menu changes regularly 

The Parade, Aldeburgh,  
Suffolk, IP15 5BU

 Treat yourself this autumn to three courses  
for just £29 & enjoy a complimentary  

125ml glass of house wine.

Two courses from our set menu*
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Monday, 30 November 2026 at 
Thorpeness Country Club, 
The Benthills, Thorpeness. IP16 4NU
 
6.30pm–8.30pm - doors open at 6pm

Tickets: £15

The true story of the abdication of King 
Edward VIII

To mark the 90th anniversary of the 
abdication of King Edward VIII, royal 
historian and bestselling author Anna 
Pasternak reveals the fascinating and 
intimate story behind one of the greatest 
constitutional crises in British history.
 
Anna Pasternak, author of The American 
Duchess: The Real Wallis Simpson, will 
recount the gripping events of December 
1936, when King Edward VIII abandoned 
the throne for the woman he loved, Wallis 
Simpson.
 

Anna will explore the relationship 
between the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor, the events that led to the King’s 
abdication, and the remarkable story 
behind one of the most controversial 
royal relationships of the twentieth 
century. She will also discuss the modern 
parallels and consider why, almost a 
century later, many of the tensions 
surrounding the House of Windsor remain 
remarkably familiar.

Suffolk played a significant part in the 
story. In 1936, Wallis Simpson stayed in 
Felixstowe, while her divorce proceedings 
took place in Ipswich, making the county 
an intriguing and often overlooked part 
of the abdication story.
 
The evening will include a question-and-
answer session with Anna Pasternak, 
followed by a book signing.

Books available for signing:The American 
Duchess: The Real Wallis Simpson

Lara: The Untold Love Story That 
Inspired Doctor Zhivago
 

ANNA PASTERNAK - 
AUTHOR AND ROYAL HISTORIAN

Set across two time zones, Chance 
Meetings is a story of love, friendship 
and devotion against a backdrop of the 
Second World War and present day.

Located in the Fenland Landscape, on 
the borders of Cambridgeshire and 
Norfolk, it brings to life the drama 
and beauty of an area steeped in its 
agricultural and Wetland story but is 
rarely featured in novels. The Fenland 
history is one of resistance, change and 
adaption. 

The book also features the importance 
of Bexwell Aerodrome during the war 
years and the role of the Pathfinders 
during that time. Primarily a love story it 
brings into focus the dilemmas and effect 
that war can have on everyday life and 
people. Vee was writing the book during 
the first year of the Ukrainian War when 
war again had found its way back into 
Europe. 

After finding a photograph of her father 
in R.A.F uniform she began to consider 
what life must have been like for her 
family and the idea for a novel was born.

The book has been illustrated throughout 
by her partner, illustrator and painter, Bob 
Larking.

Vee who is originally from the Fens and 
grew up with a love of the countryside, 
the waterways, the wide horizons and its 
wildlife. The Fens has a fragile ecosystem 
that puts it on a footing with some of 
the endangered places in the world. 
Hopefully Chance Meetings brings 
its spectacular landscape to a wider 
audience through the medium of story.

The book is available from independent
bookshops in Halesworth, Felixstowe and 
Beccles and can also be purchased from 
The Leaping Hare at Wyken, The Elveden 
Estate and the Norfolk/ Suffolk Aviation 
Museum.

Chance MeetingsChance Meetings
'Love is an article of Faith'

Vee Hopkins
Illustrations by Bob Larking

Set across two time zones, Chance  Meetings tells a story 
of love, friendship and devotion against a backdrop of 
the Second World War and post-pandemic England. 
Located in the Fenland landscape, on the borders of 

Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, it brings to life the drama 
and beauty of an area and community steeped in its 

agricultural and wetland history.

C
hance M

eetings
Vee H

opkins

Vee Hopkins

Written against the backdrop 
of the pandemic and the 
beginning of the war in 

Ukraine, Chance Meetings is 
Vee Hopkins' first novel.

As a native of the Fens, she 
has always championed the 

landscape and culture of 
this unique area of Eastern 
England, which she loves.

Bob Larking

The Fens are a deeply 
undervalued part of Britain.  

A place with a huge, quiet  
beauty and its own secret stories 
to tell. It has been a pleasure to 
be involved with this project.

Bob Larking is an  
Artist-Illustrator who has spent 

much of his life living and 
working around the coast and 

countryside of East Anglia.

CHANCE MEETINGS BY VEE HOPKINS
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This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.

Leiston Observer is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month. 
 We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 

The next issue will be published Tuesday 1st December, copy deadline is 14th November - but the earlier the better to ensure 
inclusion.

Contacts/advertisers/Editorial: 
Louise Gissing at Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Leiston, IP16 4JD 

  lou@tidecollection.com  Tel 01728 833003

Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the 
understanding that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.

         Listen online at: www.abcradio.co.uk                via the app and on Alexa            

HHeelllloo  HHaalleesswwoorrtthh  

HHaavvee  yyoouu  ddiissccoovveerreedd  uuss  yyeett??  

   We are your local community radio station, 
 broadcasting online to bring you a varied mix of 

     music programmes, stories and information about what’s on in our area. 

         Listen online at: www.abcradio.co.uk                via the app and on Alexa            

HHeelllloo  SSoouutthhwwoolldd  

HHaavvee  yyoouu  ddiissccoovveerreedd  uuss  yyeett??  

   We are your local community radio station, 
 broadcasting online to bring you a varied mix of 

     music programmes, stories and information about what’s on in our area. 

         Listen online at: www.abcradio.co.uk                via the app and on Alexa            

HHeelllloo  LLeeiissttoonn  

HHaavvee  yyoouu  ddiissccoovveerreedd  uuss  yyeett??  

   We are your local community radio station, 
 broadcasting online to bring you a varied mix of 

     music programmes, stories and information about what’s on in our area. 

What happens to your debts when you 
die? When someone dies, there is often 
confusion among family members about 
what happens to their outstanding debts. 
Do they disappear, does the family have 
to pay them? The answer, in England, 
is usually straightforward: debts are 
normally paid from the deceased person’s 
estate, rather than by their relatives.
An estate consists of everything a person 
leaves behind, including money in bank 
accounts, investments, property and 
personal possessions. It also includes 
money they owe to other people or 
organisations. 

Common debts might include a 
mortgage, credit card balance, personal 
loan, overdraft, utility bills or unpaid tax, 
there is more information on this on the 
Government website: https://www.gov.
uk/probate-estate

The person responsible for sorting 
everything out is known as the Executor, 
if there is a will, or an Administrator if 
there is not. 

Their job includes identifying the 
deceased person’s assets and debts, 
dealing with creditors, paying what is 
owed and then distributing anything left 
to the beneficiaries. Probate or letters of 
administration may be required before 
some assets can be dealt with. 

Importantly, family members do not 
normally inherit someone else’s debts 
simply because they are related to them. 
Being a spouse, civil partner or child 
does not, by itself, make you responsible 
for debts in the deceased person’s sole 
name. 

If the estate does not contain enough 
money to pay all the debts, creditors 
will generally have to accept that the 
remaining debt cannot be recovered. 
There are, however, some exceptions. 
Where a debt was taken out jointly – such 
as a joint loan or another shared financial 
arrangement – the surviving borrower 
may still be liable for it. Jointly owned 
property and debts secured against 
a home can also raise complications. 

Anyone in this situation should seek 
specialist advice rather than assume the 
debt no longer exists. The key message 
for families is simple: don’t panic and 
don’t automatically pay the deceased 
person’s debts from your own pocket. 
First establish what belongs to the 
estate, what is owed, and whether any 
joint liability or insurance applies. Where 
an estate is complicated, insolvent, or 
involves property or substantial debts, 
professional legal or debt advice can be 
invaluable. Handling an estate correctly 
protects both the deceased person’s 
beneficiaries and the person responsible 
for administering it.

We are here to help if you need more 
information about dealing with the debts 
of a family member who has died – or for 
more general advice about what to do 
following a death.  

For help with any issue please contact us 
through our website: www.caes.org.uk/
email-service; Tel: 0808 278 7866 (lines 
open 10-2 Mon-Fri). 

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST
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L E I S TO N  O B S E R V E R

A L D E B U R G H  T I M E S       F R A M L I N G H A M  F O C U S       L E I S TO N  O B S E R V E R3 2 16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine

Call for a free property valuation   Tel: 01728 833007

SOUTHFIELD DRIVE, LEISTON £500,000

HAYLINGS ROAD, LEISTON £210,000

URBAN ROAD, LEISTON £200,000

HAWTHORNE CLOSE, KNODISHALL £300,000

WE’VE OPENED IN LEISTON!
 
Sizewell Lettings is delighted to announce the opening of our new office in the heart of Leiston. 
Meet Stacey, our Operations Consultant and your friendly point of contact for all things Sizewell Lettings.
Have a property you’d like to let? Wondering what your property could earn from Sizewell Contractors? 
Or simply curious about how it all works?
Pop into our new office at 89a High Street, Leiston, or call Stacey on 01728 677888. 
stacey@sizewelllettings.com   www.sizewelllettings.com
Disclaimer: Sizewell Lettings is a privately owned, independent lettings agency. We have no official connection to Sizewell C Limited or the Sizewell C project. 
Any references to Sizewell are solely to indicate the geographical area we serve and the type of clients we may accommodate.

TM


