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Spring approaches and brings more to do! Bentwaters Cold War Museum 
had new aircraft exhibits and tours planned and have a new Café. 

A Great British Spring Clean is being planned by Transition Woodbridge, 
boats hit the water at the Cruising Club and the Woodbridge branch the 
Royal British Legion have lots of dates for your diary!

Lots more to suit all tastes within these pages, I’m sure.

As always keep me informed of anything you would like me to share with 
our readers or if you wish to advertise in any of our 6 titles. I would love to 
hear from you, email: lou@tidecollection.com

Louise Gissing

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Turn your wounds into wisdom. Oprah Winfrey
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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR INSIDE YOUR 
MAGAZINE...
NEWS FROM WOODBRIDGE     5
RIVERSIDE TRUST – Including a 
tribute to Pete Clay, a much valued 
friend, supporter and ex Director of 
the Trust

BENTWATERS COLD  5
WAR MUSEUM – New aircraft 
exhibits planned, new Café & new 
tour of the restoration hangar!

NEW PLANS FOR THE  7
JETTY LANE SITE – Hoping to 
provide a purpose-built, sustainable 
space for children and young people 

WOODBRIDGE TOWN  8
COUNCIL - Report from the Climate 
& Ecological Emergency committee, 
CEEc

WE LIVE HERE - BREDFIELD 9
Sharing in the present to 
uncover the past

Louise 
             G

issing

su� olkhideaways.co.uk  |   01728 666 300  |  O�  ce in Aldeburgh

At Su� olk Hideaways our local team is well placed  to help you let your holiday home
Bene� ts include:  A Marketing or Marketing and Managed service

Professional photography  |   No joining or annual fee |   Peace-of-mind damage cover
Competitive commission rate |   No restrictions on the use of your property

We’re always looking to expand our portfolio, so why not get in touch 
and request your FREE Property Letting Guide?

At Su� olk Hideaways our local team is well placed  to help you let your holiday home

Letting your holiday home has never been easier

Mick Johns Garage Services for all your Caravan, 
Motorhome & Campervan Maintenance, Servicing 

& Safety Requirements including Habitation Checks 
 Mobile Engineer 

Trouble Free Safer Touring Ensured 
Please see website for full list of services including pricing 

www.mickjohnsgarageservices.co.uk 
Call 01394 822016/07799117998 

                           Member of Mobile Caravan Engineers Association (MCEA) 
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www.pointuk.co.uk | 07850296554

Get in touch for a FREE quote

Brick and Stone Repointing

Structural Repairs

Norfolk & Suffolk's leading
repointing specialists.

Period Property Specialists

Repoint  |  Restore |  Rebuild

The Wheels on the Bus CAN go round

Aldeburgh Museum
Learning Programme for Schools

Unable to visit us because of travel costs?

Aldeburgh Museum
has the answer!

Our NEW travel bursary scheme
We are offering local Suffolk schools £200
towards travel costs to visit Aldeburgh Museum
and take part in our  new education programme.

See  aldeburghmuseum.org.uk.

ENSURE YOU 
GET REAL FIBRE!
Pre-order your new County Broadband  
REAL FIBRE broadband connection now!

Visit www.countybroadband.co.uk and 
enter your postcode to pre-order your 
REAL FIBRE broadband online, or call us 
on 01376 562 002.

*Terms and conditions apply to free connection and 12 months’ free service, for full details 
please see www.countybroadband.co.uk/freeconnection.

Scan me with your  
phone camera to  
pre-order online. GET REAL

FIBRE

LIMITED TIME OFFER

connection worth up 
to £225 when you 

pre-order.

FREE 

In an existing contract? 
Use our service free 

of charge for up to 12 
months.

(Terms apply*)
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Pete Clay, a true and much valued 
friend, supporter and ex Director of 
Woodbridge Riverside Trust, sadly 
passed away in January.

Pete was instrumental in the formation 
of Woodbridge Riverside Trust (WRT). 
As a member of the Woodbridge and 
Melton River Action Group (WAMRAG), 
Pete, together with other colleagues, 
envisioned and brought WRT into 
being in 2003. He was a Director from 
November 2008 until June 2020 when 
he resigned to concentrate his enormous 
energy and enthusiasm into the Sutton 
Hoo Ship’s Company’s construction of 
the Replica of the great burial ship.

However, even having resigned from 
the Trust, Pete was never far from the 
Longshed over the rest of his life and was 
always there to explain and help visitors 
understand both the ship build and also 
what WRT were doing, working many 
days as a volunteer steward.

Woodbridge Riverside Trust have much 
to thank Pete for. He will be sorely 
missed. We extend our sympathy to 
Nancy and to all his family and friends.

Peter Henry Clay (Pete)     

‘Follow the Ship’ Schools Education 
Programme

Woodbridge Riverside Trust and The 
Sutton Hoo Ship’s Company work 
in partnership to offer schools an 
opportunity to visit The Longshed 
and participate in a range of ‘hands-
on’ activities associated with the River 
Deben, our local heritage and ecology, 

and with the amazing project by the 
Sutton Hoo Ship’s Company to build 
a reconstruction of the Sutton Hoo 
Burial Ship. The education programme 
is principally aimed at Key Stages 2 
and 3. Our autumn term schools week 
saw 154 children visit us, and we are 
very grateful to the Coast and Heaths 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Sustainable Development Fund 2022-
23 for a generous grant towards the 
development and running costs of the 
programme. We are also very pleased 
to report a generous grant for ‘Follow 
the Ship’ from East Suffolk Council’s 
Enabling Communities Budget Scheme, 
and would like to thank Cllr Kay Yule for 
her encouragement and support. We set 
aside several days each school term for 
‘Follow the Ship’, and welcome enquiries 
from schools.

Anniversary Open Days
In early April, we will be organizing 
some ‘Open Days’ to coincide with the 
fifth anniversary of the signing of the 
Longshed lease. This will be a showcase 
for The Trust and an opportunity to find 
out more about how to work with us as a 
volunteer. Details will be available on the 
website www.woodbridgeriversidetrust.
org and on Facebook soon.

NEWS FROM WOODBRIDGE 
RIVERSIDE TRUST 

BENTWATERS COLD WAR MUSEUM 
It’s been a busy winter at the museum with the volunteer staff 
making improvements to the aircraft display compound and the 
access paths. New aircraft exhibits are planned and there’s a 
new highlight to enjoy … a tour of the restoration hangar! We 
will be running a minibus twice a day with online bookings to 
secure your place.

The new café/shop is fully open and proved a hit at the end 
of last year with the American Diner theme serving Hot Dogs, 
sandwiches, cake, teas/coffees and ice cream! The café received 
a 5 Star Hygiene rating from the council recently and a purpose 
built hatch serves outside eating areas. You can just drop in to 
enjoy a cuppa and cake and not enter the museum if that is 
what you want. 

Looking ahead - the popular Anglo American day will be held 
in August with classic cars, military vehicles and re-enactors and 
we’ll have our airfield walks for those who want a closer look.

The museum is open on the first and third Sundays and Bank 
Holiday Sunday and Mondays, 10am to 4pm. It’s a great place 
for local families to come and visit and enjoy your local tourist 

attraction ... and kids are free too!

The museum opens its doors on Sunday 2nd April to start the 
2023 season.

Check out the website https://www.bcwm.org.uk/ and find out 
more details where you can book tickets if you wish or just drop 
in.

Simon Gladas 
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RIVERVIEW
GARDENING

Garden & Grounds Maintenance

Providing all aspects of garden and grounds
maintenance to both domes�c and commercial

customers, Ride-on lawnmower available
Green waste removed

EXPERIENCED -  QUALIFIED -  INSURED

Call Oliver - 07779152936 - 01728561990
Email - riverviewgardening@gmail.com

REWIRING  .  LIGHTING . EXTRA SOCKETS  
  SHOWERS . ECONOMY 7  .  HEATING 

 PAT INSPECTIONS & TESTING . DATA CABLE  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING  

FIRE ALARM INSTALLATIONS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

PART P INSTALLERSRegistered through:
NICEIC

Unit 20, Halesworth Business Centre, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ

Tel: 01986 872130 -  Fax: 01986 875045  
Email: enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk  www.pearce-kemp.co.uk

QUALITY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS SPECIALISTS SINCE 1972

40
66
66

For the complete A1 Home Selec�on Service
Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Professional, reliable and competitive
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

A1Carpets
By Gary Burden

ALLVAC
SERVICE & REPAIR

KIRBY & DYSON SPECIALIST

HAVE YOUR VACUUM CLEANER
COLLECTED FULLY SERVICED AND 

RETURNED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE FOR

£35
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

PAUL LAYTON
01379 871095 OR 07866 549642

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME & GIFT CARDS.
Please ask for details.

OPEN 10-4 MONDAY – SATURDAY (CLOSED THURSDAY)
57 THOROUGHFARE, HALESWORTH, SUFFOLK IP19 8AR

TEL: 01986 873742.  SALES@HALESWORTHSTATIONERS.CO.UK

HALESWORTH STATIONERS
AND ART SUPPLIES

Ring Binders, Lever-Arch 
Files, Dividers & 

Pockets

Fountain Pens, 
Ink Cartridges, 

Pen Refills

The ideal base from which to explore the 
stunning Suffolk Coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk The ideal base from which to explore the

 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 
or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

01728 831655
reception@cakesandale.co.uk  www.cakesandale.co.uk

E_Velo_65x90mm.indd   1E_Velo_65x90mm.indd   1 23/12/2019   13:4023/12/2019   13:40

SIBTON COUNTRY SUPPLIES LTD.

GARDEN MACHINERY
 Pre-season sale of lawnmowers 

and garden machinery

End of line Machines available at Fantastic Prices

Also Available: Composts, fertilizers, vegetable seeds 
and sundries. Wild bird food, dog food and more!

The Forge, Sibton IP17 2JH
Tel: 01728 660 349
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Having survived the Covid pandemic, 
the Jetty Lane Trustees have successfully 
regrouped. The enforced break triggered 
a rethink of our original plans, not least 
due to escalating construction costs. 
We have now updated our Mission 
and renewed our drive to achieve the 
replacement of the youth centre in 
Woodbridge. 

Our Mission is to provide a purpose-built, 
sustainable space for children and young 
people in the Woodbridge area and to 
be a leading Youth Hub for creativity and 
culture.

Jetty Lane Trustees intend to have a 
phased build programme, beginning 
in 2023 with a Playscape. Woodbridge 
has Playgrounds but no Playscape. A 
Playscape is different to a traditional 
Playground because it is set into, and part 
of, a natural environment. Constructed 
mainly from hardwood in abstract shapes, 
it stimulates the imagination and provides 
a space for unstructured play.

Jetty Lane’s Playscape will be designed 
specifically with Early Years and 
Neurodivergent children in mind. We 

want to create an inclusive and unique 
space where children and families feel 
inspired to play. The Playscape is an idea 
developed with Lucy Keany working in 
partnership with Jetty Lane.

Our Playscape and Youth Hub will host 
exciting arts and cultural events which 
enrich the lives of children and enhance 
our town.

With the Jetty Lane site secured, 
partnerships forged, and families keen 
for this idea to become reality, this 
project will be of great benefit to often-
overlooked groups. A unique resource for 
Woodbridge, we will encourage artists 
and performers to use the Playscape and 
Youth Hub to create amazing events for 
our community.

So far the Playscape project has received 
£1,138.29 from the Gannett Foundation’s 
Cash for Charities scheme and £150.10 
from local young people from Inspire 
Suffolk, who fundraised as part of their 
Prince’s Trust Award. The Playscape 
project is a finalist for the Community 
Next Big Idea Award in the East Suffolk 
Awards.

The Playscape will be bookended by 
two modest, single-storey Hubs with a 
wooden frame construction and external 
verandahs. One a Youth Hub and the 
other a Business Hub. The Youth Hub will 
include a Hall (roughly half the size of the 
main Hall at the Community Hall), Meeting 
Room, Kitchen, Toilets and Storage. 
 
The Business Hub will house Just42, 
who lost their accommodation when the 
original youth club was demolished, plus 
three other carefully-chosen key tenants 
who will together provide income for the 
running costs of the site.

Our project is governed and delivered by 
environmentally aware and sustainable 
principles – these will inform our choice 
of materials, construction type and 
contractors.

To find out more, please take a look 
at www.jettylane.org, or contact info@
jettylane.org

Jetty Lane Trustees: Caroline Rutherford, 
Cordelia Richman, Sue Gray, Carl Stickley.

Cordelia Richman

NEW PLANS FOR THE JETTY LANE SITE
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Report from the Climate 
& Ecological Emergency 
committee, CEEc

Hello Woodbridge and 
beyond; people of the 

Deben estuary.

At this time of year, we are looking at the 
last opportunities for tree-planting before 
spring bursts into action. The Woodbridge 
tree warden and volunteers have tidied 
up and replenished the hedging planted 
last winter at the bottom of the Kingston 
fields. We thought we’d lost most of them 
during the heatwave of last summer, but 
many came back to life in autumn growth. 

This coming summer, please consider 
sharing your water bottles content with 
any saplings you see suffering. Our trees 
and rewilding working party has requested 
of East Suffolk district council that further 
areas of roadside banks be allowed to 
rewild. And - although it won’t happen this 
year - we are developing a plan to ‘bring 

back trees to the
avenues’. We will be consulting with 
residents about replenishing avenues that 
have lost their signature roadside trees 
over the years. 

There are multiple international campaigns 
working towards a target to set aside 50% 
of the planet earth to go back to nature; 
as a best, and maybe only, way to slow 
the currently inexorable bio-diversity 
decline in this age known as the ‘The 6th 
great extinction’. Given the remarkable 
procrastination international leadership 
have demonstrated in meeting the global 
decline in living conditions, it’s hard to 
imagine how the target of 30% by 2030 
could possibly be met. OUR best efforts, 
locally however, WILL contribute to this 
vital effort.

The tree warden reports that there will be 
surplus saplings left-over from planting 
projects this year; if YOU would like 
to plant a tree in your garden as your 
personal contribution then let us know 

(use email below) - this offer extends 
to people of both Woodbridge and 
Melton. Nature is indifferent to our human 
imposed parish boundaries!

Another working party is considering 
‘water harvesting opportunities’ across the 
Town Council estate. We can anticipate 
further, more frequent and more severe 
water shortages into the future and storing 
rainwater locally may enable us to keep 
our saplings hydrated.

Yet another working party is considering 
possibilities for subsidising a local eBike 
hire scheme for the town; we should 
have further progress to report on this 
next month. There are exciting prospects 
ahead for changes in how we move 
around our hometown.

Councillor Martin Wilks, chair, CEEc
councillorwilks@woodbridge-suffolk.gov.
uk

PS. Pass it on

Come and join in the Great 
British Spring Clean (17th 
March to 2nd April)  
We live in such a beautiful 

part of Suffolk and it is, relatively, rubbish 
free. That doesn’t happen by accident. 
There is a hidden army of superheroes 
that keep it that way and I would like to 
tell you about some of them.

Did you know that one Sunday of every 
month (usually last Sunday but, this 
month, on 19th March), Jason Alexander 
organises a Rubbish Walk in Woodbridge? 
Walkers meet at 10am at the Tea Hut 
and walk along the river or through town 
collecting rubbish. You can find out 
more at www.rubbishwalks.co.uk. There 
is a monthly Litter Pick in Melton too, 
organised by Peter James. The Melton 
Wombles meet at 10am at Honey and 
Harvey. The March date will be posted on 
www.nextdoor.co.uk/g/bsr3qyopt and on 
the Woodbridge and Melton Local People 
facebook page. Both groups are really 
friendly and new members are always 
welcome. 
During the year, there are River Cleans 
organised by Transition Woodbridge: 
www.transitionwoodbridge.org.uk, the Sea 

Scouts: www.deben.suffolkscouts.org.uk/
groups/5th-woodbridge-sea-scouts, the 
River Deben Association: www.riverdeben.
org and other organisations. Last summer, 
we collected dozens of bags of rubbish 
along the river bank and pulled plastic 
bottles, traffic cones, old tyres and huge 
chunks of polystyrene out of the river. 

Local businesses are doing their bit 
too. Several businesses around town 
have 5-minute Litterpick Stations. They 
include: McColls in Melton; The Deben 
Café on HMS Vale; The Wild Strawberry 
Café; Woodbridge Library; The Pavilion 
on Kingston Playfield Fields; The Tea 
Hut; and The Whistlestop Café. The 
5-minute Litterpick Stations were set up by 
Transition Woodbridge with funding from 
the AONB. Anyone can borrow the litter 
pickers and buckets to collect rubbish and 
put it in a nearby council litter bin. 

And don’t forget the refuse collectors and 
recycling centre workers from East Suffolk 
Norse, who collect our wheelie bins and 
empty the town litter bins each week. 
Where would we be without them?

So I would like to say thank you to the 

hidden army of superheroes, who keep 
our town and countryside clean and tidy. 
Why not come and join them for the 
Great British Spring Clean? 

You could take part in a community 
Litterpick with the Melton Wombles; join 
Jason’s Rubbish Walkers on 19th March; 
or spare a few minutes for a 5-minute 
Litterpick when you next stop for a coffee. 
You can do your bit to reduce rubbish too. 
Simple things make a big difference: use a 
refillable water bottle; take a keep cup for 
your morning coffee and a shopping bag 
when you go to town (keep some in your 
car so you are never without one); and, 
smokers, please put out your cigarette 
ends and then put them in a bin, not on 
the floor.

WOODBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

TRANSITION WOODBRIDGE



S A X M U N D H A M  N E W S       S O U T H W O L D  O R G A N       W O O D B R I D G E  TA L K 9

V I E W  O U R  F U L L  C O L L E C T I O N  AT   T I D E C O L L E C T I O N . C O M

Sharing in the present to uncover the 
past
The idea….

In March 2020, the first Covid lockdown 
brought me and my husband to live full 
time in Bredfield.
Since first finding our home here in 2016, 
I have been fascinated by both the histo-
ry of the house and village life.

‘We Live Here: Bredfield’ is ‘launched’ 
in February 2023 and, with the help of 
fellow Bredfield residents, I aim to make 
it an informal, easy, fun, curious and 
informative activity for all. It would be 
really great if as many people as possible 
in the village have the opportunity to 
take part. Over a period of time, if the 
project is successful and sustainable, the 
activities could contribute to a record 
which reflects our lives in Bredfield and 
our relationship to our village space and 
place of living. 

The questions….

How proud are you to live in this 
award-winning village?  
How curious are you about the lives 

of the people who live and have lived 
around you?
How would you like to share your expe-
rience of where you live through photos 
- that you perhaps already have tucked 
away and/or those you can take now - to 
share information about our village, our 
homes or workplaces, and our relation-
ship to Bredfield? 

If your answers are “very”, and “yes” and 
you want to be involved…. it’s easy!

The first photo-theme is “I live here: my 
first year, and now”. 

All you have to do between now and 
March 31st is:

•	 hunt out one photo of your home 
in the first year in which you moved 
in;

•	 take, or hunt out one photo of your 
home in 2023 - preferably with you/
your home members included;

Take a copy of these photos (don’t panic 
- I have some suggestions below), write 
a few lines (no more than 300 words 
please) about your experience of moving 

into your home and how it is now; email 
the photos (using Medium message size 
715KB) and your story to: Welivehere.
Bredfield@gmail.com

You don’t need to be a photography 
expert or a computer whizz - if you don’t 
know how to do any of these things just 
give me a call or text me, Julie Crabb, 
on 07941 359644 - together we’ll find a 
different way to capture the photos and 
story so you can be involved. 

So, what happens to the photos, and the 
stories?

With your permission, I will create a 
summary of the images and stories cap-
tured, to share across a range of media, 
including MailChimp, The Lantern, The 
Grundisburgh and District News, and on 
the Bredfield Village website. The stories 
linked to the photos may even be show-
cased at a ‘Pop-up Bar’. 

More information will follow in the com-
ing weeks.

Julie Crabb 
Aster Cottage, Caters Road

WE LIVE HERE - BREDFIELD

Extensive Home Improvement Display Area
9 conservatories, 2 garden offices, upvc and aluminium windows and doors

Garden Offices Insulated Roofs Conservatories Windows

Doors Bi-Folds Sliders Special Projects

Home improvement specialists
www.colourchangeupvc.co.uk01394 420774 Base Business Park, Rendlesham IP12 2TW
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Improve, Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home.

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM   5.1M   BLACK
£2,740

£895
COMPACT • UP TO 2.4M

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE
£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

01394 470 029

www.garolla.co.uk

Aldeburgh Music Club Choir

Tom Appleton Conductor

Richard Cook Organist

Fauré Requiem

Duruflé Requiem
Saturday 25th March, 2023 at 7.30pm

St Bartholomew’s Church, Orford

£18 (unreserved seating) 

Half price for under 18s. 

Tickets available from Snape Maltings Box Office 01728 687 110

01728 833003   leistonpress.com   
lee@leistonpress.com

A  F A M I L Y  R U N  B U S I N E S S 

W I T H  A  W E A L T H  O F 

S I G N A G E  K N O W L E D G E

Who knew there were so many 
different sign and display options
 for your business? 

At Leiston Press, we specialise in 
signage, from design to print, and 
provide them all for you!

Getting your business noticed and 
standing out from the crowd is essential 
in the marketplace, and signs and 
displays can help you achieve this.

N A T I O N W I D E  D E L I V E R Y

F A S T  R E S P O N S I V E  Q U O T E S

PA R T  O F  A  C A R B O N  C A P T U R E  S C H E M E

S A M E  D A Y  T U R N A R O U N D  AVA I L A B L E
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WOODBRIDGE CRUISING CLUB

WOODBRIDGE ORCHESTRAL
SOCIETY CONCERT

As spring approaches members are looking forward to getting 
their boats in the water. Meanwhile on shore social activities are 
still highly enjoyable.

The regular Thursday walks are always popular, and have 
included strolls around picturesque Middleton, through 
Westleton Heath, over Duffer’s bridge and glorious woods with 
a welcome lunch at the Bell. Shottisham is always a popular walk 
and this was led by Neil. Future walks are planned to include 
Felixstowe Hydrocycle, a fascinating look at this scheme where 
water is sourced from Kingsfleet. 

For the monthly Sunday talks club members heard an 
informative talk from the National Coastwatch Institution. There 
is a station at Felixstowe, and the volunteers perform a vital 
function in keeping people safe at sea and along the UK coast. 
Future talks include the Felixstowe ferry master, about the river 
Deben, and members talking about their cruises to Marseille 
and the Shetlands.

The Burn’s night supper was sold out, and members enjoyed 
the traditional haggis, addressed by Neil. The Beetle drive was 
great fun, and the wine tasting was a very convivial evening. 

Club members are looking forward to the annual cruise meeting, 
when Cruise Captain Andy and cruise leaders present details of 
the summer cruises. 

The club website: www.woodbridgecruisingclub.org. has full 
details and new members are welcome, whether you currently 
own (or have owned) a motorboat or yacht, or have an 
interested in all things nautical. 

7:30pm, Monday 27th March 2023 at 
Woodbridge Methodist Church

This will be our first public concert to 
be conducted by Jonathan Abbott. 
The programme has an Eastern 
European theme featuring composers 

including: Smetana, Liszt, Janacek, 
Brahms and Enesco. Complementary 
refreshments will be served during 
the evening. There will be a closing 
collection of donations for the Repair 
of the Octagon Church Roof.
More details can be found on the 

orchestra’s website: http://www.
woodbridgeorchestra.org/
Alternatively contact helenm1960@
btinternet.com or phone: 01394 
411232
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CONSTRUCTION BLIGHT FROM SOUTHWOLD TO ALDEBURGH

The Suffolk Coast is now facing unprecedented, unnecessary threats by an onslaught of wind energy onshore 
construction projects:  Sealink, Eurolink, Nautilus, East Anglia One North, East Anglia Two. Towering substations and 
connectors will measure up to 30 metres high and consume hundreds of acres of high quality farming land.

Trench cables will gouge through at least 10 kms of AONB, rare habitats, lowland heathland, bird sanctuaries and 
Thorpeness crumbling cliffs. This deeply rural countryside, popular amongst walkers and ornithologists could soon 
be submerged under a wave of concrete.

Our roads will be paralysed with an additional 700 lorries along the A12 each day for over 12 years of construction, 
causing your village or town untold levels of noise and air pollution. The cumulative impact of these projects along 
with Sizewell C, which has now been consented, will be too great a burden for this small community to bear.

SELF SERVING DEVELOPERS WANT COASTAL SUFFOLK TO BE THEIR THROUGH ROAD

We have become nothing more than a dumping ground for these projects with zero benefits for local communities 
and with the definite prospect of job losses in tourism and hospitality as visitors choose to go to more tranquil, 
attractive places. This particular coastal area suits the developers simply because it is cheaper and easier to build 
on. These are not British owned companies and they have only one motivation: their profits. 

NEEDLESS DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED

We are a forward-looking Community Group established in 2019 to promote modern offshore solutions. We are in 
favour of offshore wind energy farms and believe that the delivery and storage  infrastructure needs to be as smart 
as the turbines.  If an integrated offshore grid was built, we can STOP  Suffolk Coast and Heaths from becoming one 
of Europe’s biggest industrialised  Energy Hubs.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT: CHALLENGE THESE PLANS

-  CALL FOR A MODULAR OFFSHORE GRID (MOG) & BROWNFIELD SITES 

-  The Technology is available, other North Sea countries such as Belgium are already building MOGs. They  
 can pool  energy from three or four wind farms at a time using subsea cables. 

-  Use the North Sea as a CORRIDOR to carry this wind energy, closer to where it is needed     
 to London and Europe.

- Connect to the grid using old industrial ‘brownfields’ such as Bradwell and the Isle of Grain. 
 That way, we can protect and nurture our fragile ecosystems. 

- There are cost savings to be gained for the consumer and it’s  a win for the environment and bio-diversity.  
 This offshore solution can be constructed by 2032, no delay to what National Grid is now proposing. 

- The Government should take control NOW and encourage National Grid to switch to the modern way forward. 
 These current proposals are cobbled together and outdated. 

- Join SEAS supporters and sign up to our newsletter today.

WRITE  TO  PRIME  MINISTER  RISHI  SUNAK, SECRETARY OF STATE GRANT 
SHAPPS  AND  LOCAL MP DR THERESE COFFEY. 
Templates letters can be found at: www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk/letters/

SUFFOLK ENERGY
ACTION SOLUTIONS

info@suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
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Our winter programme of activities has 
injected plenty of fun and colour into the 
dreary months of winter. In January we went 
from celebrating the Chinese New Year with 
a selection of tasty Chinese dishes produced 
by our wonderful cook, Janet, to Scotch 
Broth and Cranachan Cheesecake for Burns 
Night. After lunch music was provided by 
Pick & Mix, who had us all up and dancing to 
some Scottish tunes. Members also enjoyed 
a very competitive game of curling - without 
the ice of course!

There was plenty to keep us busy in 
February too. We had a delicious Valentine’s 
Day Lunch, and thoroughly enjoyed the 
entertainment provided by The Strumpets. 
The crafters made cards and tried their 

hands at decoupage. There was a chance 
to perform favourite songs when we had a 
Karaoke afternoon on 23rd February. We also 
played carpet bowls and skittles, name that 
tune and musical bingo and members even 
took part in a pancake tossing competition.

Looking forward to March we will be making 
a stained glass window, Easter flower 
baskets, decorating plant pots and then 
planting them up with summer flowering 
bulbs. There will be an opportunity to sing 
along with David Balaam on 6th March and 
the Jetsam Ukulele Band on 23rd March. We 
will also be celebrating St Patrick’s Day with a 
special lunch and a Limerick Competition.

Come and join in the fun and meet our 

group of friendly members and volunteers. 
We meet every Monday & Thursday from 
10am - 2.30pm at St Audry’s Club, Melton. 
New Members and Volunteers are always 
welcome.
Contact Brenda on 07514364752 or email 
newhorizons912@gmail.com

NEW HORIZONS CLUB 

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES 
There will be chance to find out more 
about amphibians and reptiles when 
John Baker gives a talk on the subject 
at Woodbridge Community Hall on 
Thursday 16th March  at 7.30pm.  
 
This talk has been organised by Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust’s Woodbridge Wildlife 

Group and Chairman Phil Smith said “As 
County Recorder for amphibians and 
reptiles in Suffolk and with a long career 
in herpetology, John is well qualified to 
tell us more about the amphibians and 
reptiles we might spot whilst out in the 
Suffolk countryside. This promises to be 
a fascinating evening”. 

Admission to the talk is £3 for adults 
with under 25s free of charge. Doors 
open at 7pm and there is no need to 
book.  There will be a raffle and light 
refreshments will be served during 
the evening. For further information 
please contact 01473 625630 or email 
swtwoodbridge@outlook.com 

THE W.I.  IS HERE TO INSPIRE YOU!
Are you new to the area, want to meet 
new people or feel it’s time to do 
something just for you?

We have some very successful WIs in 
the area with waiting lists, so why not 
come and find out about a potential new 
daytime WI in Woodbridge? We have an 
initial meeting in The Hutchinson Room, 
Woodbridge Community Centre on 

Tuesday 4th April from 9.30 to 11.30 
am.

The WI provides women with fun and 
friendship, plus the chance to learn skills, 
get involved within the community and 
take part in a wide range of activities; 
so why not come along on the 4th 
April and find out more - meet current 
members, enjoy cake and coffee and 

maybe be one of the women who shapes 
a brand new WI. We would be delighted 
to see you.

For more information about the WI or 
this meeting please look at our website: 
www.sefwi.org.uk or phone our office 
on 01473 251632.

WOODBRIDGE MEMORY CAFE
The Memory Cafe, which is run jointly 
by the Rotary Clubs of Woodbridge 
and Woodbridge Deben and 
Woodbridge Inner Wheel, reconvened 
after the December break on January 
25th. We were pleased to welcome 
a large attendance, including several 
new faces, for our usual mix of friendly 
chat, memorabilia, refreshments and 
entertainment. The March Memory 

Cafe is on Wednesday March 29th 
(sessions are on the last Wednesday of 
every month except December). We 
meet at Woodbridge Football Club 
from 10.30 to 12.00 and there is no 
charge.

We are pleased to announce that 
Gotelee Solicitors have offered 
financial support to the Memory Cafe, 

which will allow the clubs to use more 
of our funds to support many local, 
national and international charities.

The Memory Cafe welcomes people 
with all forms of memory loss and their 
carers. If you would like any further 
information please contact Rotarian 
Martin Kenyon on 01394 386933.
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MARTLESHAM HEATH AVIATION SOCIETY
Monthly Meetings: Fri 3rd and Friday 31st March 2023
(As the First Friday in April is Good Friday we have two 
Meetings in March)

On Friday 3rd March Richard Gibson presents: ‘Thorpe Abbotts 
Airfield, the 100th Bomb Group - and the Munster Raid’. Richard 
has been involved with the 100th Bomb Group Museum since 
1978 and has amassed a huge amount of information and 
stories, about this south Norfolk airfield and the brave men 
based there.
 

A B17 Flying Fortress struggled home in dire condition.

On Friday 31st March Mike Pugh Davis gives an illustrated talk: 
‘Aircraft versus U-Boats’ which is all about the epic struggle 
between the RAF and later also with the United States Army Air 
Force, against German and Italian Aircraft - as the enemy tried 
to starve us into submission…. and very nearly succeeded.

A rare picture showing a German U-Boat under attack by an RAF 
Sunderland Flying Boat - emphasising how low the attacking 
aircraft had to go to attack surfaced U-Boats.

Both meetings take place at Martlesham Heath Community 
Centre, Felixstowe Road, Martlesham Heath, IP12 4PB from 
7.30pm to 10pm.

Entry costs £3 for Society members, £4 for non-members, who 
are also welcomed. Pay on the door on arrival. No need to pre-
book, just turn up early!

Contact: Howard on 01473 274300 for information. 
The Society website is: www.mhas.org.uk
Phone: 01473 274300
Email: howard.king1@outlook.com

WOODBRIDGE MUSEUM
Maritime history and Woodbridge We still have tickets available for this month’s day of talks at 

Quay Street church given by Peter King and Roger Knight, on 
Saturday 18 March from 10am to 4pm. 

Woodbridge has been both a market town and a port, as part of 
East Suffolk, which was considered pretty well on the front line in 
three world wars, 1803-1945. These sessions will be led by local 
maritime historians Peter King (who lives in Ufford) and Roger 
Knight (Woodbridge), who want to emphasise the maritime 
element of history. They have had very different careers – one 
a practical seaman and one an academic, and sessions 2 and 3 
will showcase their current work. Maritime history is a specialism 
and yet, as we shall see in the last session of the day, it cannot 
be considered only on its own.

Attendance for the day will cost £25. Bookings and enquiries 
from hazel.richards@talktalk.net or 01394 383795

Photo: Thermopylae
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THE INK FESTIVAL 2023 

philleon.my.canva.site

pldecoratingspecialists@gmail.com

THE INK FESTIVAL 2023 will take place 13 - 16th 
April (+ April 17th which is an exclusive free day for 
students) in Halesworth, Suffolk. 

We have expanded into the town to create many original 
performance spaces where we will be performing more 
than 50 short new plays, selected this year from hundreds 
of submissions from new as well as experienced writers. What is 
unique about INK is that we produce all the plays performed.

Chosen from annual submissions and INK workshops, each 
play is read at least 5 times before a short list is formed, from 
which directors select the plays they wish to direct. We cast 

the plays from auditions in Suffolk and London and each year 
bring together a team of more than 60 professional theatre 
practitioners of actors, directors, stage crew and technical staff 
to enable The INK Festival.

This year we had several submission categories including: The 
Environment, Multimedia, Radio Comedy, Musicals, Physical 
Theatre and more, producing a wide variety of relevant and 
thought-provoking plays.

As well as more than 50 short plays there will be an exciting 
line-up of comedy, radio, art, poetry, music, children’s 
programmes, fascinating talks, workshops, short new films and 
much more.

As ever, we are delighted to have a number of plays from 
some very special supporters including Anthony Horowitz, 
Kate Mosse, Louis de Bernieres, Greg Mosse, Richard Francis, 
and Lise Mayer. There will be special guest appearances 
from Alexei Sayle, Kevin Clifton, Jan Etherington, David 
Morrissey, Jan Ravens, Luke Wright and Radio Active in a 
thrilling line-up of talks and performances.

Sunday Funday, on Sunday 16th April will see additional 
and exciting street performances and activities for everyone - 
performed along The Thoroughfare and Market Square in the 
centre of Halesworth.
www.inkfestival.org
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Jacqui Frost, an ex-head teacher and 
OFSTED inspector, has co-written 
a children’s picture book, ‘Mandla, 
the lion cub who found her way’ with 
paratrooper Luke Read, an ex-modern 
foreign language teacher who served in 
Afghanistan.

The book is suitable for children from 
5 upwards but it has been shared with 
younger children, the illustrations have 
captivated them. The book has a reading 
age of +7. 
 
It is our hope that this book goes some 
way towards supporting children to 
understand resilience and maybe, with 
the encouragement and support of a 
known adult, help them find “their way”. 
 
We are aware that some people are 
weary of the word ‘resilience’ and the 

way it is being bandied about. 
We are often congratulated for 
our resilience, told we need 
to be more resilient, told we 
need to grow and strengthen 
our resilience. Teachers are told 
to teach children to be MORE 
resilient. 
 
Through this picture book we are 
attempting to offer you a way to help 
the children you know, teach and love, 
to find their own ways to strengthen and 
grow their own resilience. It certainly is a 
big concept, so start small and build. 
 
For us, personal resilience is about 
finding your own way to manage, cope 
with and reframe emotions, which are 
often referred to as negative feelings. 
We all have them to varying degrees. I 
remember a child I taught telling me they 

felt “beyond sad”. I knew exactly what 
he meant; I could remember that feeling 
myself. A big, massive feeling that feels 
like it is swallowing you up, crashing over 
you; you want to be anywhere but where 
you are in that moment.
 
With the care and support of Binsa, 
Mandla, the lion cub finds “her way”.
 

Jacqui Frost 

MANDLA - THE LION CUB 
WHO FOUND HER WAY

LUNCHTIME MUSIC IN MARCH

WOODBRIDGE ART CLUB
Woodbridge Art Club’s photography 
group are exhibiting their work at 
Woodbridge Library this month. We 
hope you take time to look at the 
exhibition when you are nearby. 

The photography group meets 
fortnightly on a Thursday afternoon at 
the WAC clubhouse and is open to all 
members of the WAC who are interested 
in Art photography. 

Amur Tiger by Joan Moore The Deben by Steve Mecrow

The series of lunchtime concerts at Woodbridge Library continues in March with a 
performance from the Shingle Street Folk Band. The band is a group of four local 
singers who have been entertaining audiences in the Suffolk Coastal area for the past 
five years. They are all experienced choral singers as well as enjoying singing and 
playing folk music. Their repertoire ranges from the traditional to the modern, songs 
from both sea and land and from these islands to more distant shores.

They will perform on Tuesday 21 March in the Library from 12.45 to 1.30pm. 
Attendance is free of charge, although donations to the work of the Friends of 
Woodbridge Library (FOWL) will be welcome. FOWL is currently saving up to help the 
Library to refurbish its tremendously popular children’s area.
The Band’s members are Stephen Harding (guitar), Peter Taylor (mandolin), Jane 
Burn (violin and accordion) and Christine Pearce (percussion and dulcimer). Recent 
performances include the Aldeburgh carnival, Sutton Hoo and the Leiston Long Shop. 
They promise us delightful music and beautifully blended harmonies. Do join us!  
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LEISTON FC ANNOUNCE EXCITING 3G 
PITCH PLANS FOR CLUB AND COMMUNITY
Leiston Football Club have unveiled plans 
to install a 3G football pitch to replace 
their current grass one at their Victory Road 
ground.
 
The FIFA Pro 3G surface is hoping to be in 
place by the start of next season, with the 
Club already halfway towards the £700,000 
they require for phase one of the project - 
the installation of the pitch and floodlights.

However, the emphasis on the project is 
on far more than just Leiston Football Club 
and its many teams from U8s to the first 
team, with the wider community also set to 
benefit from the new facilities.

Club chairman Andy Crisp admitted to 
being delighted with the way the project is 
moving forward.

Speaking at the launch of the ‘Leiston 
3G Project’ at Fishers Gin Distillery, in 
Aldeburgh he said: “This is a very exciting 
time for Leiston Football Club. And this is 
one of the biggest projects the club has 
ever undertaken.

“But just as importantly, this is a very 
exciting time for the town of Leiston and 
the surrounding area. While our own teams 
will benefit from the facility, there are many 
other local teams and individuals who we 
want to enjoy it and benefit from it - and 
they will. This is very much a community 
facility, not just a Leiston Football Club 
one.”

While phase one is to install the pitch, 
phases two and three will include 
improvements to the clubhouse, changing 
rooms and additional car parking, among 
other things.

Leiston joint first-team manager, Darren 
Eadie, spoke of his enthusiasm: “We have 
just the one main pitch right now, which is 
regarded as one of the best in the county. 
But it takes an awful pounding at times.

“A 3G pitch will mean we can actually train 
at our own ground, something that hasn’t 
always been possible. And of course the 
opportunity for local groups to make use of 
the facility is a great community boost.”

The Club continue to look for investment 
to fund the project, from both individuals 
and businesses, with sponsorship packages 
available. Anyone who would like to discuss 
further can contact:

Andy Crisp (Chairman) on acrisp5@aol.com 
or Dave Williams (Director of Football) on 
dave.williams@leis
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WOODBRIDGE ROTARY CLUB
Rotary member Ashley Meyer supports 
Home-Start in Suffolk and to raise funds 
and awareness will be reading from 
Charles Dickens’ ‘Great Expectations’. 

Ashley says;

“I have been a Home-Start in Suffolk 
volunteer for 3 years and I can think 
of nothing more important than the 
wellbeing of our families and children. 
Following completing the excellent 
training that Home-Start provides their 
volunteers, I have supported several 
local families by regular visits or phone 
calls during the pandemic. It has been 
wonderful to see the difference Home-
Start support has made to these families.

“Home-Start in Suffolk is the county’s 
largest family support charity. They 
offer struggling families throughout 
Suffolk practical help and emotional 
support in a friendly, non-judgemental 
way through their army of over 280 
volunteers. The families supported 

by Home-Start in Suffolk are facing a 
wide range of challenges including 
mental health issues, disability, physical 
health problems, poverty and domestic 
violence.

“In the last 12 months the charity have 
worked with more than 900 families 
helping them navigate challenges, 
empowering them with the skills and 
confidence to raise their children to 
flourish. To continue to cope with the 
level of demand on the service it is vital 
that Home-Start in Suffolk continues to 
recruit new volunteers.

“I wanted to raise funds to help Home-
Start recruit and train new volunteers 
to ensure they are able to continue to 
cope with this unprecedented demand 
for support and as such my ‘Readathon’ 
idea was formed. As a member of 
Woodbridge Rotary Club and as part 
of our annual fundraising efforts I have 
chosen to read ‘Great Expectations’ by 
Charles Dickens as the great novelist was 

an enthusiastic supporter of child welfare 
causes in the 1850s.

“I will be dressed in Victorian clothing 
and reading from 10am to 5pm in the 
Woodbridge Thoroughfare on Saturday 
1str April 2023

“Do come along to see me and help me 
raise funds to recruit and to train more 
Home-Start in Suffolk volunteers.” 

Support Ashley at https://www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/ashley-meyer1

At the Royal British Legion Annual 
County Conference, the Woodbridge 
Branch was awarded the large branch 
cup for the year 2022. The cup and 
certificate were presented by the county 
president Mr George Watson and 
received on behalf of the branch by 
committee member Roy Bilby. It is such a 
great honour to receive this award, which 
can only be down to the hard work of the 
branch committee and the support that 
was received by every single member of 
the general public.

This year we have decided the theme of 
the Woodbridge poppy appeal launch 
will be about the animals that gave their 
all for us and the service they provided 
to us in times of war. We will be parading 
through the town centre on the 28th 
October 2023 stepping off at 11.55hrs 
with a full marching band playing. As we 
do not wish to scare any horse we are 
looking for either a pantomime horse or 
a horse on wheels that we could move 
along with the parade, if you are able 
to help, please contact Brian Fisk the 
Branch Chairman on 07840157758 or 

brian-fisk.rbl@hotmail.co.uk.   

Dates for the diary 

6th May: King Charles III’s Coronation 
Day

7th May: VE day Parade at the Garden 
of Remembrance on Market Hill, 
Woodbridge 

17th June: Charity 40s Dance at 
Woodbridge Football club

19th-25th June: Armed Forces week, 
this year hosted by Woodbridge Town 
Council 

15th July: 70th Anniversary of the Korean 
War parade and fete 

28th July: Freedom of Woodbridge 
Parade. 23 Engineer Regt and 
Woodbridge RBL

12th August: VJ Day Parade at the 
Garden of remembrance on Market Hill, 
Woodbridge 

28th Oct: Poppy appeal Launch at the 

Thoroughfare, Woodbridge 

10th November: School children’s 
Remembrance Service on Market Hill.

11th November: Grave side 
remembrance at the war graves in the 
New Cemetery. 

12th November: Remembrance Sunday 

The Woodbridge RBL Branch is looking 
to recruit more committee members. 
We are looking for people with a couple 
of hours on the first Monday of the 
month free, to come along to our Branch 
meeting and help us to shape the future 
of the Branch and bring innovative 
ideas to help with our fund raising. If 
you are interested in taking on the role 
for the Woodbridge RBL please contact 
Brian Fisk, the Branch Chairman on 
07840157758 or brian-fisk.rbl@hotmail.
co.uk   

Reg Charity No 219279
BR 0855

WOODBRIDGE BRANCH 
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
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The next flower club meeting will be 
held on 14th March at 7.30pm in Kirton, 
Church Hall, Church Lane, Kirton IP10 
0PU. 

Demonstrator Crystal Dyball from 
Aylsham will demonstrate ‘Junk and 
Jumble’. Crystal has become a well-
known friend at the club over the 
years and it is always a pleasure to 
welcome her back. Crystal’s beautiful 

arrangements will be raffled at the end of 
the evening.

Tea coffee and biscuits will be available 
after the demonstration. Visitors are 
assured of a warm welcome. £6. Email 
wa@sandlings.co.uk or telephone Sandy 
on 07910463158 for further information.

Flower arranging tip of the month.

Spring is a great time to practise 
arranging flowers without using floral 
foam. Daffodils, Tulips, Irises, Catkins, 
and twigs lend themselves to being 
arranged on a pin-holder (usually a metal 
base with sharp pins protruding from it 
which hold the flowers in place). Add 
a few large leaves at the base of the 
arrangement to give it visual stability.

With spring on its way we start to think 
about getting out to walk in the beautiful 
English countryside again, but where to 
find new and interesting walks?
 
Walking in Suffolk https://www.
walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk has loads 
of walks to download and print, free, it 
also has books of walks, details of all the 
walking groups in the county and much 
more. Whether you want to walk on your 
own or with a group all the information is 

there in one place.
 
John Harris (who maintains the website) 
said “There is so much walking 
information on the web but it is difficult 
to find. Walking in Suffolk (part of the 
Walking in England website) has brought 
it together in one place so whether 
you are walking from home, or away on 
holiday, you will be able to find a walk 
suitable for you”.
 

With walks from half a mile to twelve 
miles plus long, and a note of suitability 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy.
 
So home or away, check out the websites 
and get walking!
 
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Could you spare a few hours a week 
to help others in your community?

Do you enjoy driving and meeting 
new people?

CATS (Coastal Accessible Transport 
Service) has been helping the 
local community for over 25 years 
providing a community car service 

to help residents attend medical 
appointments including Ipswich 
Hospital, shopping or socializing.

We desperately need new volunteers 
to help us deliver this vital service to 
people who no longer can drive or 
do not have access to a vehicle. As a 
volunteer for CATS you decide when 
you are able to help us, it can be as 

little as once a month or every week 
the choice is yours, all mileage is 
reimbursed at 45p per mile. Training 
and DBS will be provided.

All help is greatly appreciated by 
CATS and our passengers.

For more information, please contact 
Lynn on 01728 830516

Here at the gardening club, with the 
approach of spring, we are looking 
forward to the new season of planting 
and growing.                                                                   

In February we enjoyed a most 
interesting talk given by Anne Tweddle 
about the exploits of the somewhat 
unorthodox Victorian clergyman, George 
Englehart. George is reputed to have 
left notes on his church door which 
stated, no service today, I am attending 
my daffodils. George was responsible 

for many of the varieties of daffodils we 
know today and the National Collection 
is held in various parts of Suffolk, Anne 
Tweddle being responsible for part of the 
collection.

Our next meeting will be held on March 
14th when Andrew Sankey will talk 
about the history of the cottage garden. 
Andrew is a member of the Cottage 
Garden Society and a garden designer. 
As usual, the meeting will be held in the 
Quay Street Church Hall to commence 

at 7.30pm, with time for a cup of tea 
or coffee and a chat at the close of the 
evening. There will be a charge of £3 for 
members and £5 for non-members.

DEBEN FLOWER CLUB 

TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN!

WOODBRIDGE GARDENING CLUB

URGENT APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS
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It was lovely to meet up after the long 
Christmas break. As the committee were 
still in festive mood the meeting started 
with the mini pantomime Aladdin, which 
was enjoyed by the members.

This was followed by a refreshment 
break allowing time for Lyn and Jenny, 
from the committee, to change out of 
their costumes and set up an informal 
demonstration. Lyn started by explaining 
how to prepare and condition flowers 
before using them.

Lyn and Jenny then completed several 
arrangements giving many useful tips, 
especially for new members. They 
explained how arrangers are trying to use 
less oasis and using different materials 
which are more environmentally friendly. 
Jenny used a pin holder for one of her 
arrangements and also spoke about how 
crumpled chicken wire could also be 
used inside a container to hold flowers 
in place.

After an interesting and informative 
meeting, the numerous arrangements 

were raffled and we are all looking 
forward to our next meeting on March 
1st when our demonstrator will be Helen 
Bird.

WOODBRIDGE FLOWER CLUB

WOODBRIDGE CAMERA CLUB
The Club’s new year started off with an invitation from East Ipswich Camera Club 
to join them on Zoom for Talk by Tom Peck on ‘Architectural Photography’. Great 
images and insight into the subject. 

Our first Club night was a practical evening on Flash Photography. Members 
were recommended a selection of videos to watch and we then had a chance 
to set up and try out some new techniques, the ‘Rembrandt Triangle’ was quite 
elusive but we all had a fun evening. 

Our most recent zoom meeting was presented by three members covering 
different areas of editing: Digital Noise and which software can reduce it, PS 
Elements editing to enhance/ soften areas by using layers and Sky Replacements 
using Photoshop. 

We now look forward to the first Print Competition of the year at our next 
meeting. Other activities planned for the year are a Phone-camera Challenge, 
an outdoor shoot at Walberswick, Creating AVs and a live illustrated talk ‘Bears, 
Eagles, Glaciers and Humpback Whales’ by Derick Howes. 

Details of the club programme are available @ www.woodbridgecameraclub.
co.uk
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This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.

Woodbridge Talk  is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month.  
We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 

The next issue will be published on Monday 3rd April, deadline Thursday 16th March - 
but the earlier the better to ensure inclusion.

Contacts/Advertisers/Editorial: Louise Gissing at Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, 
Station Road, Leiston, IP16 4JD   lou@tidecollection.com Tel 01728 833003

Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the understanding 
that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.

Saturday 1st April 2023, 7.30pm at St 
Michael and All Angels Church, Martlesham 
Heath, IP5 3PL

Gippeswyk Singers warmly invite you to 
their Spring Concert where they will be 
singing the emotive opera, Dido & Aeneas, 
with soloists Beverley Heard - Dido, Gary 
Griffiths - Aeneas, Michelle Hazel - Belinda, 
Isky Roberts - Sorceress, Liz Elliott - Witch 

1, Sara Viney - Witch 2, Penny Dawe - 
second woman and Mick Morley - sailor. 
The programme will also include anthems 
by Purcell and will be conducted by their 
musical director, Janette Ruocco.
The choir will be joined by the Dargason 
Ensemble who will also be playing Purcell’s 
majestic Chaconne in G minor.

Refreshments will be available at the end of 

the concert. Do stay and have a drink and 
a chat.

Tickets £15, or £12 in advance (20% 
discount), available by email: a.m.dawe@
btinternet.com or by phoning 01473 
620353.

www.gippeswyksingers.co.uk 

AN EVENING WITH HENRY PURCELL

Topics to stimulate interest and debate

East Suffolk u3a’s spring programme, which 
rolls out at four venues across the county, is 
full of topics to stimulate and interest.  
 
This thriving local members’ organisation 
welcomes new members, and that includes 
anyone retired or semi-retired and seeking 
something new and/or interesting. The 
proviso is that if you join, you must expect 
to contribute, either in leading or helping 
plan meetings or other activities.
 
East Suffolk u3a has a strong local following 
and offers the chance to participate in 

more than 150 activity groups, including 
discussing the arts, history, science, learning 
a new foreign language, walking, quizzing, 
dining out, short breaks and more. 
 
Local speaker meetings include:
 
Thursday 9 March, 2.00 to 4.00: Preserving 
the past, looking to the future: the collection 
and interpretation manager of the East 
Anglian Life/Food Museum describes its 
role. What’s it all about, what we do and 
where are we going. Presented by Lisa 
Harris. The Fromus Centre, Street Farm 
Road, Saxmundham IP17 1AL 

Monday 20 March, 10.30 to 12.30: Medical 
detection and medical alert assistance dogs: 
the work of both types of dog and the ways 
in which they save lives with non-invasive 
detection of human diseases. Presented by 
Norma Howell. Woodbridge Football Club, 
17 Fynn Road, Woodbridge IP12 4LS
 
Please check the website before setting 
out, as last minute changes are sometimes 
necessary.
 
See the website: www.u3aeastsuffolk.org.uk 
for more information or call the membership 
secretary on 0300 123 3913.

U3A EAST SUFFOLK

Want to get serious about your writing? 

Join other writers on a day-long, tutor-led retreat at The Deben 
Annexe (Woodbridge Community Hall). 

Either bring your own Work In Progress or be inspired by Annie 
Edge’s writing prompts and ideas to get you started. March 
3rd, 10am - 4pm, followed by every first Friday of the month 
thereafter. £25 (free tea & coffee provided). Contact: annette.
edge@gmail.com to book your place.



 
Fri 3rd & Sat 4th Mar at 7.15pm 

Wed 8th Mar at 3.00pm & 7.15pm 
 

Brendan Fraser in  
 

THE WHALE 15 
——————————————————— 

Sun 5th Mar at 7.30. LIVE ON STAGE 
Tickets: £18.50, Conc. £17.95 

 

FOREVER IN BLUE JEANS 
——————————————————— 

Mon 6th Mar at 7.15pm 
Tues 7th Mar at 3.00pm & 7.15pm 

Thurs 9th Mar at 7.15pm 
 

Rooney Mara, Claire Foy and Jessie Buckley in  
 

WOMEN TALKING 15 
——————————————————— 

Fri 10th Mar 12.00pm 
Sat 11th Mar at 7.15pm 
Sun 12th Mar at 6.00pm 

Mon 13th & Tues 14th Mar at 7.15pm 
Wed 15th Mar at 3.00pm 

Thurs 16th Mar at 7.15pm 
 

Lily James, Emma Thompson and Shazad Latif in  
 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT 
TO DO WITH IT 12A 

——————————————————— 
Wed 15th Mar at 7.15pm 

Thurs 16th Mar at 3.00pm 
 

ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT 15 

——————————————————— 
Fri 17th & Sat 18th Mar at 7.15pm 

Sun 19th Mar at 6.00pm 
Mon 20th & Tues 21st Mar at 7.15 
Wed 22nd Mar at 3.00 & 7.15pm 

Thurs 23rd Mar at 7.15pm 
Fri 24th & Sat 25th Mar at 7.15pm 

Sun 26th Mar at 3.00pm 
Mon 20th - Thurs 30th Mar at 7.15pm 

 

Jennifer Saunders, Bally Gill, David Bradley, 
Russell Tovey, Derek Jacobi and Judi Dench in  

 

ALLELUJAH 12A 
——————————————————— 

Sun 26th Mar at 6.00pm 
Wed 29th Mar at 3.00pm 

 

Tom Hanks in  
 

A MAN CALLED OTTO 15 
 

High Street, Leiston. IP16 4BZ 
01728 830549 

www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

When the geriatric ward in a small Yorkshire hospital is threatened with closure, the hospital decides to 
fight back by galvanizing the local community. They invite a news crew to film their preparations for a 
concert, in honour of the hospital's most distinguished nurse. What could possibly go wrong?  
Showing at Leiston Film Theatre from Friday 17th - Thursday 30th March 

   2 DAYS ONLY 
   Wed 15th Mar at 7.15pm 
   Thurs 16th Mar at 3.00pm 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, coming soon at Leiston Film Theatre ... 

Friday 10th March, 7.30pm. Tickets: £15.50 

THE SEARCHERS & HOLLIES EXPERIENCE 
Sunday 14th May, 7.30pm. Tickets: £22.00 

SERIOUSLY COLLINS  
THE GENESIS & PHIL COLLINS SHOW 

Sunday 2nd July, 7.30pm. Tickets: £18.50 

PATSY CLINE & FRIENDS 
Thurs 28th, Fri 29th & Sat 30th Sept, 7.30pm. Tickets: £19.95 

SLEEPING BOOTY - ADULT PANTOMIME!  



16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine
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Whether you’re searching for 
printed stationery, shop signage, 
vehicle graphics or bespoke 
promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great 
customer service.  We’ll work 
with you to produce products and 
promotional materials to suit your 
needs and budget.

Our team of printing and marketing 
experts can offer you and your 
business excellent value for money 
with our traditional print marketing 
services. Whether you’re looking 
for next season’s brochure prints, 
some new business card designs, 
or your new vehicles are in need of 
livery, speak to Leiston Press and 
start your journey today. Business 
in towns across Suffolk trust us with 
their print runs.
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