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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Spring is here and many will have a spring in their step 
at the beginning of next month as Halesworth’s Day of 
Dance returns to fill the streets with vibrance, music and 
dance – just what’s needed in these worrying times! I 
look forward to seeing some great photos for a future 
edition of the Hoot.

April also sees the return of the INK Festival with many 
original performances throughout the town – over 50 
short new plays! So the streets will be full again – great 
for the community and local businesses alike I’m sure.

As always keep me informed of anything you would like me to share with our 
readers or if you wish to advertise in any of our 6 titles. I would love to hear 
from you, email: lou@tidecollection.com

Louise Gissing

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.

Albert Einstein

Louise 
             G

issing
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The Wheels on the Bus CAN go round

Aldeburgh Museum
Learning Programme for Schools

Unable to visit us because of travel costs?

Aldeburgh Museum
has the answer!

Our NEW travel bursary scheme
We are offering local Suffolk schools £200
towards travel costs to visit Aldeburgh Museum
and take part in our  new education programme.

See  aldeburghmuseum.org.uk.

THE INK FESTIVAL 2023 will take place 13 - 
16th April (+ April 17th which is an exclusive 
free day for students) in Halesworth, Suffolk. 

We have expanded into the town to create many 
original performance spaces where we will be 
performing more than 50 short new plays, selected 
this year from hundreds of submissions from new 
as well as experienced writers. What is unique 
about INK is that we produce all the plays 
performed.

Chosen from annual submissions and INK 
workshops, each play is read at least 5 times 
before a short list is formed, from which directors 
select the plays they wish to direct. We cast the 
plays from auditions in Suffolk and London and 
each year bring together a team of more than 
60 professional theatre practitioners of actors, 
directors, stage crew and technical staff to enable 
The INK Festival.

This year we had several submission categories 
including: The Environment, Multimedia, Radio Comedy, 
Musicals, Physical Theatre and more, producing a wide variety 
of relevant and thought-provoking plays.

As well as more than 50 short plays there will be an exciting 
line-up of comedy, radio, art, poetry, music, children’s 
programmes, fascinating talks, workshops, short new films and 
much more.

As ever, we are delighted to have a number of plays 
from some very special supporters including Anthony 

Horowitz, Kate Mosse, Louis de Bernieres, Greg Mosse, 
Richard Francis, and Lise Mayer. There will be special 
guest appearances from Alexei Sayle, Kevin Clifton, Jan 
Etherington, David Morrissey, Jan Ravens, Luke Wright 
and Radio Active in a thrilling line-up of talks and 
performances.

Sunday Funday, on Sunday 16th April will see additional and 
exciting street performances and activities for everyone - 
performed along The Thoroughfare and Market Square in the 
centre of Halesworth.
www.inkfestival.org
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Saturday 1st April will see a profusion 
of colour and sound descend on 
Halesworth as The Halesworth Day of 
Dance returns for its seventh year. This 
annual celebration of traditional dance 
organised by local team Oxblood Molly 
will include around 500 colourfully 
dressed dancers and musicians who will 
take to the streets to perform during the 
day. 

Festivities will commence at 11am 
in the Market Square with opening 
speeches and mass dances, followed by 
a procession around the town. As this 
year’s event coincides with April Fool’s 
Day, it will be an opportunity for all the 
dance teams to 
bring their fools, 
mollies and 
hobby horses 
to the fore. 
Dancing can be 
seen throughout 
the day at 
various locations 
including outside 
The White Swan, 
The White Hart, 
The Angel and 
Thoroughfare 
Bridge. The day 

is rounded off with a ceilidh at the Rifle 
Hall with music provided by the Harbour 
Lights Band. 

This increasingly popular day brings 
together 30 dancing teams or ‘sides’ 
from across the country. Look out for 
Molly Dancing, Morris Dancing, Rapper 
Dancing, Eastern Dance, Expressive 
Dance and Majorettes. There will also 
be a Ukulele Big Strum busking session 
hosted by Rumstrum and a Music Session 
in the White Hart.

Oxblood Molly was started in Peasenhall 
by a group of dancers who were 
interested in the revival of this Fenland 

traditional style. Molly Dancing is a form 
of English Morris dance done during 
the winter by out of work plough boys 
in the 19th century. They would tour 
around the village landowners offering 
to dance for money… and plough 
furrows in anyone’s lawn who refused! To 
avoid recognition, they would conceal 
their identities by blacking their faces 
and dressing in garments adorned with 
scarves and other fripperies. Modern 
sides retain the colourful outfits but now 
comprise anyone who simply wants to 
enjoy themselves dancing this tradition 
or playing in the band. More details are 
available from oxbloodmolly@gmail.com

THE SEVENTH (FOOLISH) HALESWORTH 
DAY OF DANCE 

QUEEN ELIZABETH’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
TREE PLANTING 
Back in the summer of 2022 
Halesworth in Bloom decided to plant 
a tree at the junction of Bramfield 
Road and Durban Close to celebrate 
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee. 
While we waited for the tree to be 
delivered, history of course moved 
on apace, but marking Elizabeth 
II’s exceptional reign remained very 
important.

It is a Catalpa Tree, also known as an 
Indian Bean Tree, because in its fourth 
or fifth year it begins to produce 
handsome white blossoms which turn 
into long leathery black seed pods. Its 
large bright green leaves are heart-
shaped and these can be up to a foot 
in length from tip to stem. Importantly, 
it’s frost hardy once established, 

drought resistant and bee friendly.

But this is really a story of two trees. At 
last year’s Heritage Open Weekend, 
Lisa Simmonds discovered a photo 
at Halesworth Museum of another 
tree-planting ceremony, one that took 
place in 1953 to mark the 
occasion of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Coronation. And that tree is 
also planted at Durban Close. 
It’s an Acacia tree which, for 
reasons unknown (and we 
don’t know when), had been 
reduced to a stump. However, 
during lockdown, the stump 
produced some visible 
regrowth.

So we knew we had found the 

best possible spot for our Platinum 
Jubilee Tree – on the other side of the 
road, facing the Coronation Acacia, 
the distance between the two trees 
representing the 70 years of Queen 
Elizabeth’s exceptional and longest 
monarchy.
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Two well-known barbers 
from Southwold can now 
be found in their new shop, 
which has recently opened in 
Halesworth.

Victor Romascu has been 
hairdressing for 20 years. His 
work includes fashion shows, 
magazine covers, editorials 
and music vidoes as well 
as salon work. For the 
past 12 years he’s been 
barbering in Southwold.

Joining Victor in his 
venture is Layla Welford, 
who has over 20 years of 
experience, with the last 
10 years spent  barbering 
in Southwold.

When it came to setting 
up a salon of his own 
it seemed only natural 
for Victor to open up a 

place in Halesworth, due to 
his connections with the town. 
Victor believes the key to 
success is the professionalism 
and consistency they offer 
the customers, based on their 
experience. 

Victor and Layla welcome 
customers old and new

V I C T O R ’ S  B A R B E R  S H O P

www.pointuk.co.uk | 07850296554

Get in touch for a FREE quote

Brick and Stone Repointing

Structural Repairs

Norfolk & Suffolk's leading
repointing specialists.

Period Property Specialists

Repoint  |  Restore |  Rebuild

48b Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR
Telephone:  01986 899846

       Find us on Facebook: Victor Barbershop
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Halesworth’s very own buried treasure
Buried treasure. It’s the stuff of legends 
and bedtime stories. But for those of us 
in the Halesworth area, it’s the real thing - 
ancient gold and silver coins and precious 
Bronze Age relics sitting under our soil 
for centuries, only to be discovered over 
the past few years. Better still, we can 
visit most of these treasures right now 
at Halesworth & District Museum, with, 
we hope, yet more ancient gold coins to 
be on display very soon. And a book on 
all these finds has just been published 
– Buried Ancient Treasure of the Blyth 
Valley Suffolk, by David Wollweber, a 
local author and trustee of the Museum. 

So what are these exciting finds? The 
oldest comprise two sets of Bronze Age 
axe and spear heads found carefully 
arranged, a few feet apart, just above 
Wissett village. They had lain there since 
the time Pharaoh Tutankhamun ruled in 
Egypt, until they were unearthed in 2011. 
No one knows why they were so carefully 
buried, or why they include both new and 
freshly cast items.

Visitors to the Museum can also see 
a cache of 75 silver Roman coins, 
uncovered in 2017, some of them 
featuring images of such historical 
luminaries as Julius Caesar, Mark Antony, 
and emperors Augustus, Tiberius, 
Caligula and Nero. 

However, the rarest of the finds date 
back to the Iron Age. The Museum 
already houses 19 gold coins from 
the turn of the millennium, minted 
by East Anglian tribal communities. 
These were found near Blythburgh 
in 2018. And, thanks to the offer of 
a £5,000 grant from the Arts Council 
England/V&A Purchase Grant Fund, 
we have a further 22 coins from 
the same hoard firmly in our sights. 
These latest coins, found in 2019, 
will allow Halesworth & District 
Museum to make the complete 
collection of local Iron Age coins 
available to our visitors. 
The grant from the Arts Council 
England/V&A Purchase Grant 
Fund will cover half of the £10,000 
needed to buy the coins, and the 
Museum is now hoping to raise 

the additional £5,000 to complete the 
purchase, and avoid the hoard being 
dispersed across regional and national 
museums and/or private collectors.

Brian Howard, Curator of Halesworth 
& District Museum, explains why it 
is so important to keep the Iron Age 
collection in one place, on public view, 
and in the locality where it was found. 
First, he says, these coins bear detailed, 
beautiful imagery that has so far defied 
explanation by historians, “We can 
see tiny pictures of animals and faces, 
and exquisite abstract patterns. But 
no one knows what they represent. By 
examining the entire collection together, 
we hope historians will be able to shed 
light on why this iconography was so 
important to our Iron Age antecedents 
in this part of the country. We will also 
be using the collection in our work 
with local schoolchildren, to help raise 
awareness of the ancient history on 
their own doorsteps”.

There are several ways in which you 
can help the Museum raise the funds 
needed to complete the collection. 
David’s book, which includes colour 
pictures of the finds, is on sale for 
£10, which includes a £3 donation 
to the purchase. It is available 

from the Museum, The Halesworth 
Bookshop and on eBay, and can be 
ordered on the Museum’s website, at 
http://halesworthmuseum.org.uk. A 
JustGiving site will soon be available for 
contributors. And, of course, visitors to 
the Museum are always welcome to make 
a donation.

Meanwhile, we have two dates for your 
diary. Halesworth & District Museum is 
delighted to announce the first of its talks 
for 2023. The topics are:

The Sutton Hoo ship: Thursday 20 April
The Women’s Land Army: Thursday 18 
May

Both talks start at 7.30pm, and take 
place in the United Reformed Church, 
Halesworth. Further information will soon 

H A L E S W O R T H  &  D I S T R I C T 
M U S E U M

Ancient spearhead found in the Wissett hoard

By buying David Wollweber’s 
new book, you can help 
to complete Halesworth & 
District’s collection of Iron 
Age treasure 

Museum Chair Pauline Wilcock with the current 
Roman and Iron Age coin collections
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The hourglass and the clock move only 
forward*, and already it is March!

The third month has its share of ‘month-
long observances’ and ‘days’, (not 
necessarily officially recognised), and 
some, are somewhat unusual, including, 
National Celery Month, Quirky Country 
Music Song Titles Day, World Sparrow Day 
and Baron Bliss Day amongst many others.

The Friends have been busy planning 
the programme for 2023, starting with 
the Ninth Series of the Friends’ popular 
lunchtime recitals in St Mary’s, opening 
with the Laxfield All Saints Singers on 
Wednesday 8 March, followed by Shirley 
Smith & Justine Ashford with music and 
readings on Wednesday 12 April. On 
Wednesday 10 May we look forward 
to the return of Veronica Downing and 
Wendy Slaney to sing, and the Hoffmeister 
Ensemble on 14 June. As always light 
refreshments are available or bring your 
own lunch to ‘picnic in the pews’ from 
12md - with the recital at 12.30pm. We 
are grateful to our regular audience and 
extend a warm welcome to those who 
have not been before. If you would like 
to be on our mailing list, please email: 
friendsofstmarys@talktalk.net and we will 

keep you up to date on our programme.

Planning for the future continues and the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee will be 
visiting St Mary’s on Wednesday 29 March, 
whilst the occasion of the Coronation of 
King Charles III over the weekend of 6-8 
May will be marked in the church. More 
details to follow.

Jumping to September, there is a veritable 
cornucopia of town activity in the first 
half of September, from Halesworth 800 
on Saturday 2 September, a celebration 
of it being 800 years since Richard de 
Argentein, (whose family were church 
benefactors), was first granted a market 
charter by King Henry III on 4 
August 1223. On Sunday 10 
September the Halesworth 
to Southwold Narrow Gauge 
Railway is holding an Open 
Day at their Blythburgh site, 
by which time the work to 
recreate part of the railway will 
have progressed further. And, 
on Saturday 16 September, 
the Friends will be joining in 
the activities being planned in 
Halesworth for the Heritage 
Open Days 2023; the theme 

this year is Creativity Unwrapped, and we 
hope to have some exciting displays and 
tours of St Mary’s. 

Lots to look forward to! 
And time marches on.*

The Friends of St Mary’s is looking for 
volunteers for the committee and to help 
with its activities; we would welcome 
anyone interested in helping in the aim 
to preserve and maintain the building for 
the community, now, and in the future. 
Do get in touch! See the website:  www.
friendsofstmaryshalesworth.org.uk 

*Time Marches On by Andrew Blitman

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH, HALESWORTH

BEACH-NESTING BIRDS
Paul Davies, from RSPB, came to the 
Blyth Valley and Southwold wildlife 
meeting in February to talk about 
the range of coastal birds in our 
region. The main focus was on the 
endangered Little Tern and Ringed 
Plover populations, which often share 
breeding areas. 

There are several places where 
numbers of these birds are doing well, 
such as Winterton-on-Sea, in Norfolk. 
Here, abundant food stocks allow the 
colonies to thrive. Elsewhere, numbers 
are small, and help is needed if the 
birds are to survive. Kessingland 
has been home to little terns, and 
monitoring and encouragement there 
will hopefully see a more settled 
group. Predation is a major cause of 
nesting failure. Crows and gulls will 
take what they can. A major predator, 
the kestrel, can clear a colony in two 
days. Badgers and hedgehogs will 

take eggs, but these and all raptors 
are also protected species, so it is 
a question of how to discourage or 
distract them. 

Beaches are popular places to walk, 
and so small areas are protected. 
Electric and pop-up fences help deter 
animals and people, and there are 
even night-time observers during the 
short but crucial egg and fledgling 
period when thermal imaging is used, 
and foxes are quietly encouraged 
to go elsewhere. On some sand 
bars, nests are raised onto boxes if 
a storm surge is predicted, and this 
has worked surprisingly well. Paul 
emphasised the importance of the 
delicate balance between help and 
interference. All such activity requires 
the appropriate permissions, and is 
carefully monitored. Public information 
and engagement about the need for 
protected areas encourages interest 

from walkers and dog lovers. Paul 
stressed how essential volunteers and 
local community involvement are for 
the future of these colonies, which 
might otherwise decline. 

The passion of those involved with 
this work was evident, and we left 
with a clearer understanding of the 
conservation issues at stake.

Our next meeting is at a different 
venue: Wenhaston Village Hall, IP 
19 9EQ, on Thursday, March 9th at 
7.30pm. Admission is £4, refreshment 
included. Sam Hanks, the Wilder 
Landscapes Manager at the Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust, will talk about Farming 
and Wildlife. All are welcome.

Contact us at 
swtblythvalley@gmail.com

Penny Mansfield                                                           
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Extensive Home Improvement Display Area
9 conservatories, 2 garden offices, upvc and aluminium windows and doors

Garden Offices Insulated Roofs Conservatories Windows

Doors Bi-Folds Sliders Special Projects

Home improvement specialists
www.colourchangeupvc.co.uk01394 420774 Base Business Park, Rendlesham IP12 2TW

HALESWORTH DEMENTIA CARERS FUND

Spring Update

Charity Football Match 5th Feb: The 
newly formed Westhall Charity Football 
Club hosted a match to raise funds 
for us. We would like to thank Will 
Bird, Lauren Bird and Sam Jefford for 
organizing this wonderful event, and 
Sizewell Sports and Social Club for 
providing the venue. We’d also like to 
thank all the players, referee Marcos 
Allen, and Ipswich Town F.C. for donating 
two tickets that have been auctioned. 
A big thank you also to all family and 
friends who came along to support the 
teams. A total of £409 was raised for our 
funds, and all this will help us to continue 

providing services for people with 
dementia, and their carers.

Rotary Club Presentation:Teresa and 
Jim Fyfe attended on behalf of HDCF 
and were presented with a cheque for 
£350, the amount collected by Rotary 
and HDCF members at the Halesworth 
Co-op in December 2022. Many thanks 
to Southwold and District Rotary for their 
continued support, and the Co-op for so 
kindly allowing this collection to happen.

Bryan Samain Book Sale: We are deeply 
grateful to local author Bryan Samain 
who has very generously donated all the 
proceeds from the sale of his book, The 
Waveney Boys, to HDCF.

Film Matinee: Our next film will be The 
Railway Children Return. This will be 
shown on March 15th at The Cut. Doors 
open 1.45 for a 2.00 start, and admission 
is by £5 donation. Please do support us, 
and come and see this lovely film.

Ladies Lunch Group: Our January lunch 

raised £56 for our funds.

100+ Club Draw: The winning numbers 
for the January Draw were 1st 50, 2nd 71 
and 3rd 54. If you would like a ticket for 
the next draw please contact Anna on 
01986 872207.

Charity Golf Day: A charity Golf Day for 
HDCF will be taking place on Wednesday 
May 3rd at Halesworth Golf Club, with 
the main sponsor being Suffolk Car 
Centre. The event is open to teams of 
4, and if you would like to enter a team, 
be a sponsor or help in any way please 
contact John Giles on 07789991046, or 
Sara Higgins on 07984435318.

We would like to thank our families who 
have donated money in lieu of flowers 
from the funerals of their loved ones. 
At their sad time it is wonderful that so 
many of our families and their friends 
think of our work, and put us forward to 
receive donations in lieu of flowers.

John Wood



H A L E S W O R T H  H O OT

A L D E B U R G H  T I M E S       H A L E S W O R T H  H O OT       L E I S TO N  O B S E R V E R1 0

Leiston FC announce exciting 3G pitch 
plans for club and community

Leiston Football Club have unveiled plans 
to install a 3G football pitch to replace 
their current grass one at their Victory 
Road ground.

The FIFA Pro 3G surface is hoping to be 
in place by the start of next season, with 
the Club already halfway towards the 
£700,000 they require for phase one of 
the project - the installation of the pitch 
and floodlights.

However, the emphasis on the project 
is on far more than just Leiston Football 
Club and its many teams from U8s to the 
first team, with the wider community also 
set to benefit from the new facilities.

Club chairman Andy Crisp admitted to 
being delighted with the way the project 
is moving forward.

Speaking at the launch of the ‘Leiston 
3G Project’ at Fishers Gin Distillery, in 
Aldeburgh he said: “This is a very exciting 
time for Leiston Football Club. And this is 

one of the biggest projects the club has 
ever undertaken.

“But just as importantly, this is a very 
exciting time for the town of Leiston 
and the surrounding area. While our 
own teams will benefit from the facility, 
there are many other local teams and 
individuals who we want to enjoy it and 
benefit from it - and they will. This is very 
much a community facility, not just a 
Leiston Football Club one.”

While phase one is to install the pitch, 
phases two and three will include 
improvements to the clubhouse, 
changing rooms and additional car 
parking, among other things.

Leiston joint first-team manager, Darren 
Eadie, spoke of his enthusiasm: “We have 
just the one main pitch right now, which is 
regarded as one of the best in the county. 
But it takes an awful pounding at times.

“A 3G pitch will mean we can actually 
train at our own ground, something that 
hasn’t always been possible. And of 
course the opportunity for local groups 

to make use of the facility is a great 
community boost.”

The Club continue to look for investment 
to fund the project, from both individuals 
and businesses, with sponsorship 
packages available. Anyone who would 
like to discuss further can contact:

Andy Crisp (Chairman) on acrisp5@
aol.com or Dave Williams (Director of 
Football) on dave.williams@leistonfc.
co.uk

LEISTON FOOTBALL CLUB

SummerThisThis Summer

Community Pitch3GProFifaFifa Pro 3G PitchCommunity
and much more.

Leiston Football Club
Ground,

RoadVictory
football, football,

their
vetsProviding

youth

are installing a state-of-the-art 3G pitch on
facilities

corporate football
for women’s football, walking

football, and much more.

Leiston Football Club
Ground,

RoadVictory
football, football,

their
vetsProviding

youth

are installing a state-of-the-art 3G pitch on
facilities

corporate football
for women’s football, walking

football,
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FIRST LIGHT FESTIVAL

THE ARTS SOCIETY SOUTHWOLD 

Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th June 2023, 
including an extended Sunday programme. 

Inspired by the cycles of the sun, the festival 
will run from 12pm noon to sundown (9.30pm) 
on Saturday and from 10am – 4pm on Sunday, 
with a dawn sunrise programme of arts from 
3.30am on Sunday morning. Additional late-
night events will take the celebration to a 
number of different Lowestoft venues (details 
and tickets announced soon).

Wild Beach Camping Now on Sale

Alongside the free access festival, several 
unique opportunities will be available to 
attendees, including the chance to spend a 
weekend under the stars in the wild beach 
camping zone. Camping tickets are now 
available, with Campervan Tickets coming 
soon www.firstlightlowestoft.com/camping

Genevieve Christie, CEO of First Light Festival 
CIC, said: “We’re thrilled to announce our 
2023 dates, along with exciting news on some 
of our upcoming projects. We hope that 
everyone in Lowestoft will have the chance 
to get involved with this year’s First Light, 
whether that is contributing to our parade, 

playing on a stage or soaking up the festival 
atmosphere and all it has to offer.”

Cllr Craig Rivett, East Suffolk Council Cabinet 
Member for Economic Development, said: 
“We are delighted that the First Light Festival 
is returning for another year, and our three-
year investment of £500,000 demonstrates 
our commitment to the event. This is great 
news for Lowestoft and we cannot wait for 
another fantastic 48 hours on the beach.”

Bobby Bennett, Suffolk County Council 
Cabinet Member for Equality and 
Communities, said: “Suffolk County Council 
is pleased to work closely with the First Light 
Festival. Events like this support economic 
growth, which everyone can benefit from, 
improving health, care and wellbeing and 
supporting public services.” 

Follow us
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
FirstLightLowestoft

The Arts Society Southwold presents 
an illustrated talk with music by Patrick 
Craig: J.S Bach and Handel: Separated 
at birth”.

1.45pm for 2pm start, Tuesday 14th 
March at The Arts Centre Southwold. 
Duration: I hour, followed by free tea 
and biscuits. Cost: Members: Free. 
Visitors: £10. 

1685 was an extraordinary year for 
music. Two of the world’s greatest 
composers were born 130km and just 
one month away. Much of their childhood 

development mirrored the other, including 
losing their fathers at the age of ten. They 
never met. Patrick will reunite these giants, 
tracking their lives across six decades with 
a special focus on their vocal music which 
has inspired his career as a singer and 
conductor. 

Patrick is a Vicar Choral at St Paul’s 
Cathedral and also spent many years 
with the early music consort, the Tallis 
Scholars. He has also conducted concerts 
for the BBC proms and a wide range of 
orchestras. 

The Arts Society Southwold (TASS) has 
brought Southwold brilliant speakers on 
a wide range of subjects, each year for 
over 25 years. Not just Art. We also take 
our members (who come from all over 
Suffolk and Norfolk) and visitors on visits to 
interesting places and gardens throughout 
East Anglia. We seek to encourage our 
members and visitors to meet and mix. We 
are a registered Charity.

Website: the artssocietysouthwold.org.uk 
Contact: Prue Bannerman 01502 724171 
or Gillian Burchell 01986 873129. 

With spring on its way we start to think about 
getting out to walk in the beautiful English 
countryside again, but where to find new and 
interesting walks?
 
Walking in Suffolk https://www.
walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk has loads 
of walks to download and print, free, it also 
has books of walks, details of all the walking 
groups in the county and much more. 
Whether you want to walk on your own or 

with a group all the information is there in 
one place.
 
John Harris (who maintains the website) said 
“There is so much walking information on 
the web but it is difficult to find. Walking 
in Suffolk (part of the Walking in England 
website) has brought it together in one place 
so whether you are walking from home, or 
away on holiday, you will be able to find a 
walk suitable for you”.

 With walks from half a mile to twelve miles 
plus long, and a note of suitability for 
pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can 
find a walk to enjoy.
 
So home or away, check out the websites 
and get walking!
 
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN!
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CONSTRUCTION BLIGHT FROM SOUTHWOLD TO ALDEBURGH

The Suffolk Coast is now facing unprecedented, unnecessary threats by an onslaught of wind energy onshore 
construction projects:  Sealink, Eurolink, Nautilus, East Anglia One North, East Anglia Two. Towering substations and 
connectors will measure up to 30 metres high and consume hundreds of acres of high quality farming land.

Trench cables will gouge through at least 10 kms of AONB, rare habitats, lowland heathland, bird sanctuaries and 
Thorpeness crumbling cliffs. This deeply rural countryside, popular amongst walkers and ornithologists could soon 
be submerged under a wave of concrete.

Our roads will be paralysed with an additional 700 lorries along the A12 each day for over 12 years of construction, 
causing your village or town untold levels of noise and air pollution. The cumulative impact of these projects along 
with Sizewell C, which has now been consented, will be too great a burden for this small community to bear.

SELF SERVING DEVELOPERS WANT COASTAL SUFFOLK TO BE THEIR THROUGH ROAD

We have become nothing more than a dumping ground for these projects with zero benefits for local communities 
and with the definite prospect of job losses in tourism and hospitality as visitors choose to go to more tranquil, 
attractive places. This particular coastal area suits the developers simply because it is cheaper and easier to build 
on. These are not British owned companies and they have only one motivation: their profits. 

NEEDLESS DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED

We are a forward-looking Community Group established in 2019 to promote modern offshore solutions. We are in 
favour of offshore wind energy farms and believe that the delivery and storage  infrastructure needs to be as smart 
as the turbines.  If an integrated offshore grid was built, we can STOP  Suffolk Coast and Heaths from becoming one 
of Europe’s biggest industrialised  Energy Hubs.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT: CHALLENGE THESE PLANS

-  CALL FOR A MODULAR OFFSHORE GRID (MOG) & BROWNFIELD SITES 

-  The Technology is available, other North Sea countries such as Belgium are already building MOGs. They  
 can pool  energy from three or four wind farms at a time using subsea cables. 

-  Use the North Sea as a CORRIDOR to carry this wind energy, closer to where it is needed     
 to London and Europe.

- Connect to the grid using old industrial ‘brownfields’ such as Bradwell and the Isle of Grain. 
 That way, we can protect and nurture our fragile ecosystems. 

- There are cost savings to be gained for the consumer and it’s  a win for the environment and bio-diversity.  
 This offshore solution can be constructed by 2032, no delay to what National Grid is now proposing. 

- The Government should take control NOW and encourage National Grid to switch to the modern way forward. 
 These current proposals are cobbled together and outdated. 

- Join SEAS supporters and sign up to our newsletter today.

WRITE  TO  PRIME  MINISTER  RISHI  SUNAK, SECRETARY OF STATE GRANT 
SHAPPS  AND  LOCAL MP DR THERESE COFFEY. 
Templates letters can be found at: www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk/letters/

SUFFOLK ENERGY
ACTION SOLUTIONS

info@suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
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connectors will measure up to 30 metres high and consume hundreds of acres of high quality farming land.

Trench cables will gouge through at least 10 kms of AONB, rare habitats, lowland heathland, bird sanctuaries and 
Thorpeness crumbling cliffs. This deeply rural countryside, popular amongst walkers and ornithologists could soon 
be submerged under a wave of concrete.

Our roads will be paralysed with an additional 700 lorries along the A12 each day for over 12 years of construction, 
causing your village or town untold levels of noise and air pollution. The cumulative impact of these projects along 
with Sizewell C, which has now been consented, will be too great a burden for this small community to bear.

SELF SERVING DEVELOPERS WANT COASTAL SUFFOLK TO BE THEIR THROUGH ROAD

We have become nothing more than a dumping ground for these projects with zero benefits for local communities 
and with the definite prospect of job losses in tourism and hospitality as visitors choose to go to more tranquil, 
attractive places. This particular coastal area suits the developers simply because it is cheaper and easier to build 
on. These are not British owned companies and they have only one motivation: their profits. 

NEEDLESS DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED

We are a forward-looking Community Group established in 2019 to promote modern offshore solutions. We are in 
favour of offshore wind energy farms and believe that the delivery and storage  infrastructure needs to be as smart 
as the turbines.  If an integrated offshore grid was built, we can STOP  Suffolk Coast and Heaths from becoming one 
of Europe’s biggest industrialised  Energy Hubs.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT: CHALLENGE THESE PLANS

-  CALL FOR A MODULAR OFFSHORE GRID (MOG) & BROWNFIELD SITES 

-  The Technology is available, other North Sea countries such as Belgium are already building MOGs. They  
 can pool  energy from three or four wind farms at a time using subsea cables. 

-  Use the North Sea as a CORRIDOR to carry this wind energy, closer to where it is needed     
 to London and Europe.

- Connect to the grid using old industrial ‘brownfields’ such as Bradwell and the Isle of Grain. 
 That way, we can protect and nurture our fragile ecosystems. 

- There are cost savings to be gained for the consumer and it’s  a win for the environment and bio-diversity.  
 This offshore solution can be constructed by 2032, no delay to what National Grid is now proposing. 

- The Government should take control NOW and encourage National Grid to switch to the modern way forward. 
 These current proposals are cobbled together and outdated. 

- Join SEAS supporters and sign up to our newsletter today.

WRITE  TO  PRIME  MINISTER  RISHI  SUNAK, SECRETARY OF STATE GRANT 
SHAPPS  AND  LOCAL MP DR THERESE COFFEY. 
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AFFORDABLE QUALITY AFFORDABLE QUALITY 

98 High Street, Leiston, Suffolk, IP16 4BZ
reception@leistondentalcare.co.uk

01728 561873
Monday - Friday 9:30am-5pm

Closed for lunch between 1pm-2pm

Denplan from £14.95 per month

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
WITH COMPASSION & CARE

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
WITH COMPASSION & CARE

Chris Kelly 
Dentist

BDS with distinction, 
(Sheffield 2003)

GDC 82366

Victoria Hough
Dental Hygienist

FDSC with distinction 
(University of Essex, 2021) 

RDH, RDN
GDC 200727

Dr. Hossian Faghany
Dentist
DDS

(Aaarhus, Denmark, 1998)

GDC 78378

Improve, Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home.

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM   5.1M   BLACK
£2,740

£895
COMPACT • UP TO 2.4M

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE
£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

01986 960 013

www.garolla.co.uk

February’s Repair Cafe tackled 35 
different tasks, with the sharpening of 
knives/scissors/garden shears leading 
the charge (a total of 12 having been 
successfully sharpened!). The electricians 
were kept busy all morning, with repairs 
ranging from a “doggy accident” in the 
form of a chewed plug to an exploding 
soup maker; Colin, in charge of “fixing/
gluing/fiddling” didn’t bat an eye-lid 
when confronted with a bagatelle board, 
a child’s spade and a broken butter dish; 
meanwhile, Marianne was tackling a rag 
rolled rug (of great sentimental value to 
its owner) which had begun unravelling at 
one end - watching them both tackle the 
task and seeing the look of delight on the 
owner’s face once the job was complete 
was a joy! Meanwhile, repairs to pyjama 
trousers and a repair to a cotton top 
kept the sewing machines busy (amongst 
many other things).

The Saturday Repair Cafes, held once 
a quarter, enable collaboration with the 
Halesworth Men’s Shed, which is open at 
the same time (10 - midday); their team of 

repairers helped with electrics and were 
happy to talk about what happens in the 
Shed and to take people over to have a 
look. The Men’s Shed are able to tackle 
more substantial repairs (for which a 
charge is made), so by working together 
we are able to keep both practical and 
treasured objects in use for longer, help 
people save money and reduce landfill 
- that’s in 
addition to 
the pure 
enjoyment 
that the 
“customers” 
and the 
volunteer 
repairers get 
from being 
engaged with 
the repair 
process.

Why not look 
out things 
that need 
fixing and 

bring them along? The next dates are: 
Tuesday 28th March and Tuesday 25th 
April (both 2 - 4pm); the service is free 
(donations are welcome to help cover 
costs) and there’s always a warm welcome 
and plenty of advice and friendly ears 
available at the Repair Cafe’s new home 
at The Cut arts centre.

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  R E PA I R  C A F É
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Dedicated to re-creating the Blyth 
Valley’s lost railway 

At Blythburgh Station, the volunteer 
team have been setting up the safety 
fence between car park and running line, 
to allow safe rolling stock movement. 
This is a post-and-wire stock fence, 
chosen to be discrete in photos (people 
now come every day to photograph 
the station restoration), while ensuring 
adults, children and dogs cannot 
approach the line in an unsafe manner. 
The foundations for the replica Signal 
Shed have been inserted, with a 
suspended floor and a timber-lined pit 
to allow for the mechanism of the point 
levers. The building will be erected 
exactly as it was, using donated recycled 
timber.  

Meanwhile at the workshop, the point 
which will provide connections to the two 
sidings is completed, and is dismantled 
ready for transport. The hydraulic 
rail-bending machine is being used to 
produce the curves necessary to connect 
the sidings to this point, and ex-Channel 
Tunnel steel sleepers are being drilled 
to take the bolts (galvanised, hi-tensile) 
which will make up the panels - the car 
park is heavily used, and is crossed by a 
permissive footpath, so the sidings will 
be ‘metalled-in’ like a tramway so that 
public and emergency access, and utility, 
are not damaged.  

The platform holly hedge replanting 
has mostly survived the winter and 
the rabbits, and the grass seed for the 
pasture will be sown soon: more native 

trees have been planted as a weather 
barrier beside the Goods Shed.

We now have 227 Members - mostly 
local - and our workdays have expanded 
to three per week, with more volunteers 
joining in the ‘fun’. And yes, it is mostly 
fun, but we have a serious purpose 
as well - to restore this iconic and 
historically-important railway in the Blyth 
Valley, as long as we have the support 
of the majority of the community. We 
need more Members (it’s only £5 per 
year) and more volunteers (it’s not all 
heavy engineering work - it’s equally as 
important to staff our promotional stand 
and retail section, as well as to discuss 
our plans with visitors).

More events have been booked for 
2023 - in addition to the three free Open 
Days at Blythburgh Station - on April 
23rd, June 21st and September 10th 
.The Society will hold an Open Day at 
St. Mary’s Church in Halesworth on May 
13th, will take part in the Halesworth 
Heritage Open Days in September, 
and will attend the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Narrow Gauge Modellers’ Show in 
Beccles on June 3rd. The public are 
encouraged to visit the Blythburgh 
Station site at any time - it’s signposted 
off the A12 just to the north of the 
village.

Ken Penrose and James Hewett, Co-
Chairmen

HALESWORTH TO SOUTHWOLD NARROW 
GAUGE RAILWAY GROUP
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Your Community Radio Station 
Broadcasting every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Aldeburgh ▪ Aldringham ▪ Benhall ▪ Blythburgh ▪ Bramfield ▪ Bruisyard ▪ Darsham 
Dunwich ▪ Eastbridge ▪ Farnham ▪ Framlingham ▪ Glemham ▪ Halesworth ▪ Holton 

Iken ▪ Kelsale ▪ Knodishall ▪ Leiston ▪ Middleton ▪ Orford ▪ Peasenhall ▪ Reydon 
Saxmundham ▪ Sibton ▪ Sizewell ▪ Snape ▪ Southwold ▪ Sternfield 

Stratford St. Andrew ▪ Sudbourne ▪ Theberton ▪ Thorpeness 
Walberswick ▪ Wenhaston ▪ Westleton 

and anywhere in the world at: www.abcradio.co.uk 

philleon.my.canva.site

pldecoratingspecialists@gmail.com

Aldeburgh Music Club Choir

Tom Appleton Conductor

Richard Cook Organist

Fauré Requiem

Duruflé Requiem
Saturday 25th March, 2023 at 7.30pm

St Bartholomew’s Church, Orford

£18 (unreserved seating) 

Half price for under 18s. 

Tickets available from Snape Maltings Box Office 01728 687 110

Mick Johns Garage Services for all your Caravan, 
Motorhome & Campervan Maintenance, Servicing 

& Safety Requirements including Habitation Checks 
 Mobile Engineer 

Trouble Free Safer Touring Ensured 
Please see website for full list of services including pricing 

www.mickjohnsgarageservices.co.uk 
Call 01394 822016/07799117998 

                           Member of Mobile Caravan Engineers Association (MCEA) 
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Elaine Nason Spadge Hopkins

The Halesworth Gallery has announced 
their new season with a range of new 
artists alongside some familiar names.  
There will be some changes in the way 
the gallery works this year, most notably 
that each show will be extended to a 
three and a half weeks long run. 

The season will start, as ever, with the 
Young Artists’ Show from Saturday 29th 
April to Monday 1st May. This celebration 
of work by young artists from local 
primary schools, youth and scout groups 
is always popular and will be open from 
11am to 5pm on each day of opening. 

In another change, the Open Show will 
be starting the season’s run of major 
exhibitions this season from Saturday 
6th May until 31st May. This is the 
opportunity for all local artists to frame 
up what they have been working on 
during the last three years since we were 
last able to hold an Open Show, and 
to submit two works for ten pounds. 
Handing in day will be on Saturday 29th 
April from 11am to 4pm, during the 
Young Artists’ Show, so an opportunity 
to take a closer look at that show too. 
Forms and further details are available on 
the Halesworth Gallery website or will be 
available on the day.

Our second show will feature the well-
known local ceramicist Paddy Dean 
alongside the painter and photographer 
Ken Marsden. Artbox is the local not-
for-profit organisation which provides 
daytime creative art workshops for adults 
16+ with special needs in the Waveney 

area and they will be exhibiting lively 
work which has been made at their 
workshops in Chediston. This show will 
be open from Saturday 3rd June to 
Wednesday 28th June.

From Saturday 1st July to Wednesday 
26th July the gallery will be showing 
work by the Portrait Group in an 
exhibition entitled Inside Out Again. 
The group has developed from lunch 
meetings in each other’s studios and 
making portraits of each other which 
would not necessarily be based on any 
physical likeness. The group has grown 
beyond these beginnings and the 
artists will be presenting work in a wide 
range of media and styles. The group 
includes multi-media artist Deborah Lay, 
ceramicist Jean McIntosh, Elaine Nason 
who is well known for her domestically 
themed prints and paintings. Anne 
Paton is also well-known locally for her 
exciting and freely handled seascapes 
and landscapes. Melanie Pike makes 
figurative portraits and Brian Seabon 
is well known for working broadly and 
figuratively in colourful paintings and 
drawings, celebrating the contours of the 
figure. This promises to be a varied and 
interesting show.

Local contemporary artists, Yvonne 
Forster, Rachel Roft, and Neil Hanger will 
be showing from Saturday 29th July to 
Wednesday 23rd August. This exhibition 
will feature exciting work addressing 
themes of the environment and global 
crisis, dream, reverie and witty conceptual 
works based around text and letterforms.

From Saturday 29th August to 
Wednesday 20th September, Spadge 
Hopkins will be presenting his unusual 
figurative sculptures in cut metal and 
wood, alongside two young illustrators, 
Kerry Timewell and Marie van Berkel-
Chargois who will be showing a wide 
range of drawing and paintings.

The season will end with a professionally 
presented exhibition of work by A level 
students at Sir John Leman High School, 
Bungay High School and Thomas Mills 
High School in Framlingham. This show 
of promising young artists will open on 
Saturday 25th September and run, with 
some weekend only openings, until 
Saturday 29th October.

The gallery is always in need of keen and 
interested people to steward exhibitions, 
serve wine at preview parties, help hang 
exhibitions and administer the gallery 
generally. The gallery is currently looking 
for someone to act as treasurer in the 
near future. Further information and 
contact details can be found on the 
website.

Throughout the season the gallery will be 
open every day from Monday to Saturday 
from 11am until 4pm. Sunday openings 
will be from 2pm to 4pm. Further details 
of all of the above exhibitions and their 
preview parties to which all are cordially 
invited can be found on the gallery 
website at www.halesworthgallery.co.uk. 
We look forward to seeing you all during 
the season.

HALESWORTH GALLERY
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Obtaining Probate: The loss of a loved one is 
a sad event. Often there may be legal matters 
to sort out, including obtaining Probate which 
enables the Executors named in the Will to 
carry out their last wishes. In many cases, the 
Executors will be family members who have 
had no prior experience of dealing with such 
matters. Advice should be sought where the 
affairs of the deceased are complicated, or 
where there is the likelihood of Inheritance 
Tax being payable out of the estate (property, 
investments and belongings etc).

What is Probate? Probate is a legal process 
by which an Executor gains control of the 
estate of the deceased. This enables them to 
sell property, cash in investments and/or satisfy 
the legacies in the Will by distributing to the 
beneficiaries named. 

Is Probate always necessary? It is not always 
necessary to obtain Probate. If everything 
is in joint names, or if the estate is valued 
at less than £5,000 and does not comprise 
land, property or shares, Probate may not be 
necessary. Where less than £5,000 is held in 
a bank account you should check with the 
bank that they are happy to pass this over on 
production of the Will and Death certificate. If 
not, Probate will need to be obtained.

Why is joint property so important? If 
property/assets are held in joint names 
(typically family home in name of husband 
and wife), they will automatically pass to the 
survivor, irrespective of what the Will says. 
Where property/assets are held as Tenants 
in Common the share held by the deceased 
will be subject to the terms of the Will. If you 
are unsure how property is held, you should 
take legal advice, or get in touch with Citizens 
Advice.

How is Probate obtained? The Executor 
must identify all the assets and liabilities of 
the deceased (property, investments, bank 
accounts, together with loans and mortgages 
etc) to determine if Inheritance Tax must be 

paid. Any taxable gifts made by the deceased 
in the seven years prior to death must be 
identified and included as part of the estate for 
tax purposes.

In many cases there will be no Inheritance Tax 
payable if the estate is:
• Below £325,000. 
• Below £650,000 (for spouse who inherited 
the whole of their partner’s estate on death). 
•Left in its entirety to the surviving spouse.

In such cases, you can obtain Probate by 
completing form PA1P - you can find this form 
on www.gov.uk/government/publications/
form-pa1p-apply-for-probate-the-deceased-
had-a-will

Once the Grant of Probate has been issued, 
the Executor may sell the property and 
investments as appropriate, settle outstanding 
bills, and distribute the net proceeds to the 
beneficiaries.

If you have any questions about Probate, 
Inheritance Tax or any other issue please give 
us a call or send an email. 

Phone 0808 278 7866 (lines open 10 - 2 Mon-
Fri) or email us from our website: www.caes.
org.uk   

You can also call into our outreach sessions 
without an appointment:

Woodbridge: 
Mondays 10 - 12, Woodbridge Library 
Wickham Market: 
Tuesdays 1.30 - 3.30, Wickham Market 
Resource Centre 
Saxmundham: 
Wednesdays 10 - 12, Saxmundham Library, 
Street Farm Road 
Framingham: 
Fridays 10 - 12, Framingham Library

Citizens Advice centres in East Suffolk 

Main offices:
Beccles: 12 New Market, Beccles, NR34 
9HA. Monday, Wednesday and Friday by 
appointment.

Felixstowe: 2 – 6 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, 
IP11 7HD. Monday-Friday 10am - 1pm by 
appointment.

Leiston Office: 14 Colonial House, Leiston IP16 
4JD. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday by 
appointment.

Lowestoft: St Margaret’s House, Gordon 
Road, Lowestoft, NR32 1JQ. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays by appointment.

Outreach drop in centres:

Aldeburgh and Alderton: By appointment.

Bungay Town Council Offices, 1a Broad Street, 
Bungay, Suffolk NR35 1EE. Drop in every 
Tuesday 10am - 12noon. This venue is due 
to change in spring 2023 – please check the 
website before coming in.

Framlingham Library, The Old Court House, 
Bridge Street, Framlingham IP13 9BA. Drop in 
every Friday 10am - 12noon.

Martlesham Council, Parish Room, Felixstowe 
Road, Martlesham, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 
4PB. The third Tuesday of every month from 
9am - 12noon.

Saxmundham Library, Street Farm Road, 
Saxmundham IP17 1AL. Drop in every 
Wednesday 10am - 12noon.

Wickham Market Resource Centre, Chapel 
Lane, Wickham Market IP13 0SB. Drop in every 
Tuesday 1.30 - 3.30pm.

Woodbridge Library New St, Woodbridge IP12 
1DT. Drop in every Monday 10am - 12noon

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST SUFFOLK

Topics to stimulate interest and debate

East Suffolk u3a’s spring programme, which 
rolls out at four venues across the county, is 
full of topics to stimulate and interest.  
 
This thriving local members’ organisation 
welcomes new members, and that includes 
anyone retired or semi-retired and seeking 
something new and/or interesting. The 
proviso is that if you join, you must expect to 
contribute, either in leading or helping plan 
meetings or other activities.
 
East Suffolk u3a has a strong local following 
and offers the chance to participate in more 

than 150 activity groups, including discussing 
the arts, history, science, learning a new 
foreign language, walking, quizzing, dining 
out, short breaks and more. 
 
Local speaker meetings include:
 
Thursday 9 March, 2.00 to 4.00: Preserving 
the past, looking to the future: the collection 
and interpretation manager of the East 
Anglian Life/Food Museum describes its 
role. What’s it all about, what we do and 
where are we going. Presented by Lisa 
Harris. The Fromus Centre, Street Farm Road, 
Saxmundham IP17 1AL 

Monday 20 March, 10.30 to 12.30: Medical 
detection and medical alert assistance dogs: 
the work of both types of dog and the ways 
in which they save lives with non-invasive 
detection of human diseases. Presented by 
Norma Howell. Woodbridge Football Club, 17 
Fynn Road, Woodbridge IP12 4LS
 
Please check the website before setting 
out, as last minute changes are sometimes 
necessary.
 
See the website: www.u3aeastsuffolk.org.uk 
for more information or call the membership 
secretary on 0300 123 3913.

U3A EAST SUFFOLK
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Survey results show impact of plastic 
on Suffolk’s beaches

The results of surveys carried out on 
some of Suffolk’s iconic beaches and 
estuaries by volunteers during 2022 
show that more than 7,000 items of litter 
were found, weighing in at 117kg, with 
the vast majority being made of plastic.

More than 5,000 items of plastic were 
identified by Coast & Heaths Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
volunteers as part of the Marine 
Conservation Society’s Beachwatch 
scheme.

This data was captured with the help 
of volunteers, who play a vital role in 
conserving and enhancing the Coast 
& Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. 26 surveys took place across 
2022, with more than 350 volunteers 
taking part in Beachwatch surveys at 
several locations, including Shingle 

Street, Bawdsey and RSPB Havergate 
Island.

Not only does litter spoil the scenery, it 
is also very dangerous for people and 
wildlife. Animals such as whales, turtles, 
fish, and seabirds frequently become 
entangled in marine litter, and many 
sadly die as a result.

Most beachwatch events that took place 
were in September, for the Great British 
Beach Clean. At each beach clean event, 
volunteers work alone or in pairs and 
record all the items of rubbish they find 
in a 100-metre stretch of beach. 
The information is then sent to MCS who 
analyse the data, act against the worst 
marine pollution offenders and lobby 
for changes in legislation, such as the 
introduction of the plastic bag levy in 
England in 2015. 

Top 10 litter items found in 2022
8 out of the top 10 litter items in the 

AONB were of plastic composition:
1. Plastic/Polystyrene: Plastic/polystyrene 
pieces 2.5-50cm
2. Plastic/Polystyrene: Packets (crisp, 
sweet, lolly (inc sticks), sandwich)
3. Plastic/Polystyrene: Cigarette stubs
4. Plastic/Polystyrene: String/cord 
(thickness 0-1cm)
5. Plastic/Polystyrene: Caps / lids
6. Plastic/Polystyrene: Fishing line 
(angling)
7. Other glass items (total)
8. Other paper/cardboard items (total)
9. Plastic/Polystyrene: Cups
10. Plastic/Polystyrene: Fishing net and 
net pieces 0-50cm
 
You can find out more about Beachwatch 
and volunteering in the Coast & Heaths 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
by visiting www.suffolkcoastandheaths.
org/volunteering. For more information, 
please contact Neil Lister, Countryside 
Projects Officer, on 01394 445225 or 
neil.lister@suffolk.gov.uk.

B E A C H W AT C H
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SIBTON COUNTRY SUPPLIES LTD.

GARDEN MACHINERY
 Pre-season sale of lawnmowers 

and garden machinery

End of line Machines available at Fantastic Prices

Also Available: Composts, fertilizers, vegetable seeds 
and sundries. Wild bird food, dog food and more!

The Forge, Sibton IP17 2JH
Tel: 01728 660 349

F O R  A L L  YO U R  P R I N T I N G , S I G N AG E 
&  A DV E RT I S I N G  R E QU I R E M E N T S

T  01728 833003   E  glenn@leistonpress.com   W  le istonpress.com

For the complete A1 Home Selec�on Service
Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Professional, reliable and competitive
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

A1Carpets
By Gary Burden

REWIRING  .  LIGHTING . EXTRA SOCKETS  
  SHOWERS . ECONOMY 7  .  HEATING 

 PAT INSPECTIONS & TESTING . DATA CABLE  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING  

FIRE ALARM INSTALLATIONS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

PART P INSTALLERSRegistered through:
NICEIC

Unit 20, Halesworth Business Centre, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ

Tel: 01986 872130 -  Fax: 01986 875045  
Email: enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk  www.pearce-kemp.co.uk

QUALITY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS SPECIALISTS SINCE 1972

40
66
66 ALLVAC

SERVICE & REPAIR
KIRBY & DYSON SPECIALIST

HAVE YOUR VACUUM CLEANER
COLLECTED FULLY SERVICED AND 

RETURNED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE FOR

£35
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

PAUL LAYTON
01379 871095 OR 07866 549642

uPVC Windows and Doors  |  Composite Doors
Double Glazing Repairs  |  Misty Glass Sealed Units Replaced

01728 833517  |  www.coastalglazinguk.com  |  enquiries@coastalglazinguk.com

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME & GIFT CARDS.
Please ask for details.

OPEN 10-4 MONDAY – SATURDAY (CLOSED THURSDAY)
57 THOROUGHFARE, HALESWORTH, SUFFOLK IP19 8AR

TEL: 01986 873742.  SALES@HALESWORTHSTATIONERS.CO.UK

HALESWORTH STATIONERS
AND ART SUPPLIES

Ring Binders, Lever-Arch 
Files, Dividers & 

Pockets

Fountain Pens, 
Ink Cartridges, 

Pen Refills

The ideal base from which to explore the 
stunning Suffolk Coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk The ideal base from which to explore the

 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 
or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

01728 831655
reception@cakesandale.co.uk  www.cakesandale.co.uk
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I presently live in Cumbria but spent my 
childhood years living in Thorpeness, 
from 1953 to 1961. My mother, Dorothy 
Allan, ran the local school (Thorpeness 
Junior Day School) and I have many 
happy memories of life in the village, 
playing on the common around the 
House in the Clouds, boating on the 
Meare and searching for shells on the 
beach. My mother was a single parent 
with no car and we often walked the 
two miles down to Aldeburgh, where 
its pretty houses and Moot Hall gave 
it a unique charm. The lovely unspoilt 
landscapes of Suffolk have stayed with 
me and inspired me to write my novel 
‘Whispers in the Shingle’. My mother 
would often quote lines from Rudyard 
Kipling’s poem, ‘Watch the wall my 
darling while the gentlemen go by’ which 
conjured up visions of nightly goings on 
along those lonely windswept shingle 
beaches. 

My novel ‘Whispers in the Shingle’ tells 
the story of Kate, a young girl from 
Orford who falls in love with a sailor, Jack, 
who is involved in smuggling. She has to 
keep him secret from her family, as her 
father, who was in the Preventive Service, 

had died from a musket shot fired by 
a smuggling gang. Kate is at the same 
time courted by a respectable miller’s 
son who hopes to marry her but when 
she refuses him, becomes entangled in 
a feud with her lover Jack. Set amongst 
the marshy waterways, rustling reedbeds, 
deserted beaches and windblown heaths 
of Suffolk, my story tells of ordinary folk 
whose poverty drove many to a life of 
crime.
 
I wrote the novel under my pen name 
Bridget M. Beauchamp which was my 
father’s family name.  
 
This is my second novel. My first novel 
‘Maid of Middleham’ is set at Middleham 
Castle in the late 15th century and follows 
the life of Richard III as seen through the 
eyes of a young maiden who falls in love 
with him as a teenager. I am a member 
of the Richard III Society and dedicated 
to restoring the reputation of this much 
maligned king, who died so bravely at 
Bosworth Field in 1485, attempting to 
save England from invasion. Since then 
Tudor propaganda has unjustly vilified 
a man of integrity and honour thanks to 
Shakespeare’s fictional portrayal, written 

for a Tudor queen. I am currently writing 
a sequel.
 
‘Whispers in the Shingle’ is published at 
the end of this month by the Book Guild. 
£8.99, It will be available on Amazon.

Bridget M. Beauchamp

W H I S P E R S  I N  T H E  S H I N G L E

MAR 4 Wenhaston Womens Institute 
Jumble Sale. 2 to 4pm in Wenhaston 
Village Hall. There will be tea and bis-
cuits for £1 and the entry fee is 50p.

MAR 12 Tallis Chamber Orchestra 
concert. Conductor: Jack Gonza-
lez-Harding; Soloist: Sue Treherne 
(oboe). Entrance of the Queen of Sheba 
– G. F. Handel; Oboe Concerto in D 
minor – A. Marcello; Symphony No. 4 
in F major – W. Boyce; Brandenburg 
Concerto No. 1 in F major – J. S. Bach; 
Symphony No. 55 in E flat major – J. 
Haydn. St Peter’s Church, Westleton, 
IP17 3AQ at 3pm. Admission by pro-
gramme, £12 at the door (cashless pay-
ments accepted, please note that we 
have had to raise our ticket price by £2). 
Any changes to concert arrangements 
will be posted on our website, www.tco.
org.uk.

MAR 12 & 26 Halesworth Community 
Choir’s ongoing fortnightly rehearsals 
10.30am - 12.30pm, at The Cut Arts 
Centre, Halesworth. We welcome new 
members - no experience is necessary 
and the first taster session is free. 
For details about the choir, email: 

halesworth.community.choir@gmail.
com. 

MAR 13 & 27 YOX VOX Singing 
together. We are an informal group of 
folk who just love to meet and sing. 
We have two wonderful leaders who 
teach an eclectic mix of songs by ear so 
there is no requirement to read mu-
sic. Every fortnight, 7pm to 8-30pm in 
Yoxford Village Hall, IP17 3NH. Cost per 
session: £7 to £10 (according to ability 
to pay). For further details contact Jen-
nie Fisk: jenniesings@hotmail.co.uk or 
Helen Hayes: helenjhayes@hotmail.com
 
MAR 24 Quiz Night at Wenhaston Vil-
lage Hall. The Quiz Master will be Terry 
Cushion. Teams of four per table, £4 
per person. Tickets can be purchased in 
advance from Jane Peters at Wenhaston 
Post Office or on the door on the night. 
7.30 to 10pm. Doors open and bar 
open from 7pm. There will be a 50/50 
raffle prize so do come and join the fun. 
For further details contact: Carol on: 
07864083296.

MAR 25 First Produce & Craft Market 
of 2023. A variety of handmade cards, 

jewellery, homemade jams, chutneys, 
hand knitted items, homemade artisan 
bread, Dexter Beef and other food 
and plant produce. The cafe will be 
open for Tea, Coffee and Homemade 
Savouries & Cakes. 10am to 12.30pm 
at Wenhaston Village Hall. Everyone is 
welcome. For further details contact: 
Carol on: 07864083296.

MAR 25 Halesworth branch of Cancer 
Research Big Breakfast. Serving Full 
English, Continental Style and Bacon 
and Sausage Baps. 9.30am - 1pm at 
Holton village Hall IP19 8RZ.

APR 8 Soul & Motown Music Evening 
with ‘Jonno’s Soul and Motown Re-
view’. DJ Danny Clegg Vinyl DJ (Black-
pool Tower and P&O Ferries). There will 
be a bar and food van. 7.15 to 11.30pm 
at Wenhaston Village Hall. Tickets £10 
(Over 18s only) which can be purchased 
from Jane at Wenhaston Post Office, 
Karen on: 07734 200624 or Mac on: 
07545 869514. Limited ticket numbers. 
Tickets may be available on the door on 
the night but, we recommend buying in 
advance.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.
Halesworth Hoot is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month.  

We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 
The next issue will be published on Monday 3rd April, copy deadline is Thursday 16th March - 

but the earlier the better to ensure inclusion.
Contacts/Advertisers/Editorial: Louise Gissing at Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Leiston, 

IP16 4JD  
lou@tidecollection.com Tel 01728 833003

Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the 
understanding that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.

The bulbs are coming up everywhere and 
things are sprouting up at Halesworth 
Library too! This month sees our annual 
fundraising initiative - Suffolk Libraries 
Day and in aid of this we will be holding 
a book and cake sale at the library to 
raise money to support the wonderful 
library service in Suffolk. We welcome 
donations of good quality second hand 
books that we can sell to raise money. 
The Friends of Halesworth Library are 
also hosting their second author talk of 
the year alongside their regular activities, 
so there is lots to keep you entertained 
as we march on into spring. 

Suffolk Libraries Day Book and Cake 
Sale - Friday the 10th and Sunday the 
11th of March, 9 - 5

Good quality second-hand books from 
the libraries of our discerning north east 
Suffolk readers, homemade cakes and 
free tea and coffee all day. Come down 
and find yourself your next great read, 
nibble on some cake and help support 
Suffolk Libraries.
  
March events organised by the Friends 
of Halesworth Library  

March Book Talk with Abbie Clements 
- Thursday 16th of March, 2.30pm

The Friends of Halesworth Library’s 
second book talk of the year. Abbie 
Clements of Halesworth Bookshop 
will be joining us this time around to 
talk about the life of an independent 
bookseller and her much-loved 
bookshop in Halesworth. Further details 
to be announced. Keep an eye out in 
the library and online for promotional 
materials.

Board Games Café - Monday 6th of 
March, 2 – 4.30pm

There are lots of games to choose 
from (both old favourites and ones 
you may not have seen before) at the 
Board Games Café. Tea and cake and 
a guaranteed fun afternoon. No need 
for any previous skills. £1 suggested 
donation. 

Sociable Sundays - Sunday 12th and 
26th of March, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Drop in between 10.30 and 12.30 to 
enjoy a hot drink and cake, and a chat 
with others. A pleasant way to spend an 
hour or two and to make new friends. No 
need to book, just turn up. £1 suggested 
donation.

Regular activities at the library  

Wordplay: Come along to our Wordplay 
sessions for babies, toddlers, parents, 
and carers on Tuesday mornings from 
10 - 11.30. Young and old can make 
new friends and enjoy music and games 
together. 

Family Fun Time: Are you looking for 
something to do with the children at 
the weekend? Look no further than our 
Family Fun Time sessions, Sundays from 
11 - 12.30. All are welcome to drop in for 
board games, craft activities, Lego, and 
stories. 

Knit & Natter, Craft & Chatter: For 
those looking to improve their knitting 
and crafting we host a friendly and 
inclusive group for all who enjoy making 
and socialising. The group meets upstairs 
at the library every first and third Tuesday 

from 2 - 4. 

Time Out: There is lots to enjoy at 
our Time Out sessions on Wednesday 
mornings and it is a good place to meet 
new people. Join us for crafts, chat, and 
free refreshments 10 – 11.30. 

Council Advice Clinic: The East Suffolk 
Council Advice Clinic is held in the library 
on Tuesdays from 10am - 3pm.

Barclays Bank Drop-in: Weekly drop-
in session from 9.30 - 4.30 every 
Wednesday where they offer help with 
money management, financial help, 
business support and home loans. 
Additional Barclays Digital Eagles 
sessions held monthly, keep an eye out 
in the library for more information. 

IT Help: Did you know that the library 
offers one to one IT help? Whether you 
are considering a smartphone, wanting 
to know more about apps or simply 
learning how to do more digitally, ask 
at the library. Tuition is £15 an hour. All 
proceeds are donated to library funds. 
Further details available from the library  

We look forward to seeing you! 

Email us at Halesworth.library@
suffolklibraries.co.uk or phone us on 01986 
875095. 

To join the Friends of Halesworth Library 
you will need to complete a membership 
form, which can be obtained preferably 
by emailing friendsofhalesworthlibrary@
gmail.com or by phoning the library.  

HALESWORTH LIBRARY  



S A X M U N D H A M  N E W S       S O U T H W O L D  O R G A N       W O O D B R I D G E  TA L K 2 3

V I E W  O U R  F U L L  C O L L E C T I O N  AT   T I D E C O L L E C T I O N . C O M

A  F A M I L Y  R U N 

B U S I N E S S  W I T H 

A  W E A L T H  O F 

P R I N T I N G 

K N O W L E D G E

N A T I O N W I D E  D E L I V E R Y

F A S T  R E S P O N S I V E  Q U O T E S

P A R T  O F  A  C A R B O N  C A P T U R E  S C H E M E

S A M E  D A Y  T U R N A R O U N D  A V A I L A B L E

Whether you’re searching for 
printed stationery, shop signage, 
vehicle graphics or bespoke 
promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great 
customer service.  We’ll work 
with you to produce products and 
promotional materials to suit your 
needs and budget.

Our team of printing and marketing 
experts can offer you and your 
business excellent value for money 
with our traditional print marketing 
services. Whether you’re looking 
for next season’s brochure prints, 
some new business card designs, 
or your new vehicles are in need of 
livery, speak to Leiston Press and 
start your journey today. Business 
in towns across Suffolk trust us with 
their print runs.

W W W. L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O M

G L E N N @ L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O M

0 1 7 2 8  8 3 3 0 0 3



16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine

 
Fri 3rd & Sat 4th Mar at 7.15pm 

Wed 8th Mar at 3.00pm & 7.15pm 
 

Brendan Fraser in  
 

THE WHALE 15 
——————————————————— 

Sun 5th Mar at 7.30. LIVE ON STAGE 
Tickets: £18.50, Conc. £17.95 

 

FOREVER IN BLUE JEANS 
——————————————————— 

Mon 6th Mar at 7.15pm 
Tues 7th Mar at 3.00pm & 7.15pm 

Thurs 9th Mar at 7.15pm 
 

Rooney Mara, Claire Foy and Jessie Buckley in  
 

WOMEN TALKING 15 
——————————————————— 

Fri 10th Mar 12.00pm 
Sat 11th Mar at 7.15pm 
Sun 12th Mar at 6.00pm 

Mon 13th & Tues 14th Mar at 7.15pm 
Wed 15th Mar at 3.00pm 

Thurs 16th Mar at 7.15pm 
 

Lily James, Emma Thompson and Shazad Latif in  
 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT 
TO DO WITH IT 12A 

——————————————————— 
Wed 15th Mar at 7.15pm 

Thurs 16th Mar at 3.00pm 
 

ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT 15 

——————————————————— 
Fri 17th & Sat 18th Mar at 7.15pm 

Sun 19th Mar at 6.00pm 
Mon 20th & Tues 21st Mar at 7.15 
Wed 22nd Mar at 3.00 & 7.15pm 

Thurs 23rd Mar at 7.15pm 
Fri 24th & Sat 25th Mar at 7.15pm 

Sun 26th Mar at 3.00pm 
Mon 20th - Thurs 30th Mar at 7.15pm 

 

Jennifer Saunders, Bally Gill, David Bradley, 
Russell Tovey, Derek Jacobi and Judi Dench in  

 

ALLELUJAH 12A 
——————————————————— 

Sun 26th Mar at 6.00pm 
Wed 29th Mar at 3.00pm 

 

Tom Hanks in  
 

A MAN CALLED OTTO 15 
 

High Street, Leiston. IP16 4BZ 
01728 830549 

www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

When the geriatric ward in a small Yorkshire hospital is threatened with closure, the hospital decides to 
fight back by galvanizing the local community. They invite a news crew to film their preparations for a 
concert, in honour of the hospital's most distinguished nurse. What could possibly go wrong?  
Showing at Leiston Film Theatre from Friday 17th - Thursday 30th March 

   2 DAYS ONLY 
   Wed 15th Mar at 7.15pm 
   Thurs 16th Mar at 3.00pm 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, coming soon at Leiston Film Theatre ... 

Friday 10th March, 7.30pm. Tickets: £15.50 

THE SEARCHERS & HOLLIES EXPERIENCE 
Sunday 14th May, 7.30pm. Tickets: £22.00 

SERIOUSLY COLLINS  
THE GENESIS & PHIL COLLINS SHOW 

Sunday 2nd July, 7.30pm. Tickets: £18.50 

PATSY CLINE & FRIENDS 
Thurs 28th, Fri 29th & Sat 30th Sept, 7.30pm. Tickets: £19.95 

SLEEPING BOOTY - ADULT PANTOMIME!  


