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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Spring is not far away – a time of growth - and in these 
difficult times I’m sure we are all hoping this will apply to our 
economy! This month’s editorial is aimed at local businesses 
– if you want more customers or wish to increase your ticket 
sales why not get in touch about advertising with us? Signing 
up for a few months will get you a discount and keep your 
name out there – if people don’t know about you, they 
won’t spend their money with you. If they do they may well 
use your services or attend your event and your outlay will 
be covered. As well as appearing in our magazines, (which 
we know our readers engage with, as they tell us), we will 
also give your advert a plug on our social media channels: 

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. Our ethos is to provide free local news to the 
community, whilst supporting local businesses who, in turn, support us by keeping our 
publications going.

And to our readers, as always, please let me know if you have anything you wish to 
appear within these pages! 

Email: lou@tidecollection.com. I look forward to hearing from you!

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

A loving heart is the truest wisdom

Charles Dickens
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su� olkhideaways.co.uk  |   01728 666 300  |  O�  ce in Aldeburgh

At Su� olk Hideaways our local team is well placed  to help you let your holiday home
Bene� ts include:  A Marketing or Marketing and Managed service

Professional photography  |   No joining or annual fee |   Peace-of-mind damage cover
Competitive commission rate |   No restrictions on the use of your property

We’re always looking to expand our portfolio, so why not get in touch 
and request your FREE Property Letting Guide?

At Su� olk Hideaways our local team is well placed  to help you let your holiday home

Letting your holiday home has never been easier
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F O R  A L L  YO U R  P R I N T I N G , S I G N AG E 
&  A DV E RT I S I N G  R E QU I R E M E N T S

T  01728 833003   E  glenn@leistonpress.com   W  le istonpress.com

For the complete A1 Home Selec�on Service
Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Professional, reliable and competitive
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

A1Carpets
By Gary Burden

REWIRING  .  LIGHTING . EXTRA SOCKETS  
  SHOWERS . ECONOMY 7  .  HEATING 

 PAT INSPECTIONS & TESTING . DATA CABLE  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING  

FIRE ALARM INSTALLATIONS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

PART P INSTALLERSRegistered through:
NICEIC

Unit 20, Halesworth Business Centre, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ

Tel: 01986 872130 -  Fax: 01986 875045  
Email: enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk  www.pearce-kemp.co.uk

QUALITY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS SPECIALISTS SINCE 1972

40
66
66 ALLVAC

SERVICE & REPAIR
KIRBY & DYSON SPECIALIST

HAVE YOUR VACUUM CLEANER
COLLECTED FULLY SERVICED AND 

RETURNED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE FOR

£35
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

PAUL LAYTON
01379 871095 OR 07866 549642

uPVC Windows and Doors  |  Composite Doors
Double Glazing Repairs  |  Misty Glass Sealed Units Replaced

01728 833517  |  www.coastalglazinguk.com  |  enquiries@coastalglazinguk.com

philleon.my.canva.site

pldecoratingspecialists@gmail.com

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME & GIFT CARDS.
Please ask for details.

OPEN 10-4 MONDAY – SATURDAY (CLOSED THURSDAY)
57 THOROUGHFARE, HALESWORTH, SUFFOLK IP19 8AR

TEL: 01986 873742.  SALES@HALESWORTHSTATIONERS.CO.UK

HALESWORTH STATIONERS
AND ART SUPPLIES

Ring Binders, Lever-Arch 
Files, Dividers & 

Pockets

Fountain Pens, 
Ink Cartridges, 

Pen Refills
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Memories of the Thoroughfare

While Halesworth & District Museum 
houses ancient collections from, for 
example, the Bronze Age and the Iron 
Age, there is more to history than those 
long-ago worlds. Many visitors to our 
Museum are fascinated by glimpses of 
the more recent past, often in the form 
of old photographs of the town and its 
surroundings. 

Some have been delighted to spot 
family members and friends, or even 
themselves, in photographs of bygone 
events, such as the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II. For others, the pictures 
bring back memories of what their 
town used to look like. Many recall 
when the Spar (opened 1972) used to 
be the International Stores. There will 
also be those who remember when The 
Thoroughfare had its own Wool Shop 
(in the 1970s), now The Green House 
(and, for many years, Just Nice Things). 
But it is unlikely that many memories 
go back to the days when the same 
premises housed Thomas Sheldrake and 
Son, makers of saddles, harnesses and 
horse collars (from 1916). One relative 
newcomer to The Thoroughfare - Black 
Dog Deli - was C S Ives boot and shoe 
shop from the late 1800s, and more 
latterly the Hideout Café. And, in stark 
contrast to modern day, the Halesworth 
man about town had local access to a 
gentleman’s outfitters - Vanstone’s, now 
Halesworth Toy Shop.

The building that houses the Ancient 
House Restaurant has a particularly long 
and intriguing history. It was built in the 
16th century, and the landmark carved 
beam over its frontage is probably 100 
years older. The details of the imagery 
include lions, a griffin, a fox, an ape 
and some animal forms that divide the 
experts. No one fully understands what 
the images mean, although the theories 
include a veiled allusion to the Catholic 
faith at a time when such adherence 
might have been perilous.

Then there are all the pubs that have 
come and gone over the years. Many are 
now private houses, some retaining the 
old pub name. Some have stayed the 
course of the years. The White Swan (at 
some times known as the Swan or the 
Swan Hotel) was established by 1700. In 

the mid-1800s it was owned by Thomas 
Neeve, who managed to work as both 
a veterinary surgeon and an innkeeper. 
The Museum’s first record of the Angel is 
in 1793. It has undergone many changes 
since then, including the closure if its 
tap room in the 1950s. The first known 
licensee of the White Hart, in 1823, was 
James Blomfield. At that time the pub 
backed onto an iron foundry rather than 
a car park.

So, whether you have memories of 
Halesworth in days gone by, or are simply 
curious about local history, why not pop 
into Halesworth & District Museum and 
browse the old photographs. You may 
find some surprises.

What are they now? (answers below)

HALESWORTH & DISTRICT MUSEUM

1. George Clarke & Sons, plumbers 
and decorators (1916)

3. A local pub celebrating the coronation in 1953

2. Eastmans Limited, butcher’s shop (1924) 

Answers: 1. Ancient House Restaurant. 2. VeeWon’s, hairdresser. 3. The White Hart, still there!
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“We are here to support young 
people and serve the rural 
community living in the East of the 
county.”

That is the view of Sherry Storer, 
the head of centre at Suffolk 
New College On The Coast in 
Halesworth.

Opened in September 2020, the 
educational facility predominantly 
supports 16 to 18 year olds 
by helping them gain full time 
qualifications that will support their 
pathways in to employment.

In addition to helping young 
people progress, people of all ages 
and abilities can learn new skills 
via an ongoing leisure learning 
programme at a college that prides 
itself on the one to one support it 
offers.

The community is also very much 
at the heart of what happens in 
Halesworth – and this was best 
exemplified by a rural isolation 
project (funded by East Suffolk 

Council) that offered new cooking 
skills to residents. The campus that 
cares also hosted a tea party for 
pensioners.

(A future project that is currently in 
the pipeline will aim to offer a warm 
space for local people to learn new 
craft skills whilst enjoying a hot 
meal – all free of charge).

Subjects that can currently 
be studied at Halesworth 
include Catering, Construction, 
Engineering, English, Games 
Design, Hair and Beauty, 
Hospitality, Maths and Motor 
Vehicle programmes.

One of the reasons behind the 
launch of the college was to give 
people living in rural communities 
greater access to education. As part 
of that mission, two new bus routes 
have been created that are being 
heavily subsidised meaning that 
anyone living in Beccles, Bramfield, 
Bungay, Darsham, Kelsale, Leiston 
or Saxmundham can gain access to 
the Halesworth campus for £1.00 a 
day. 

Head of centre, Sherry Storer, 
continued: “We are determined to 
become the centre of choice for 
students in the East of the county.

“Our recent Ofsted visit saw 
us receive an overall grading 
of ‘good’. During that visit, our 
facilities were described as being 

‘outstanding’, as was our success in 
terms of personal development for 
students and this helps to show that 
the progress we are making is in 
line with our ambitions.

“This year, we saw one of our motor 
vehicle students (Logan Nichols) 
reach the finals of WorldSkills, and 
our community projects with the 
rurally isolated really empowered 
our learners to want to actively help 
others during their time with us.

“My overall message to others 
is that we would welcome the 
opportunity to chat to them to 
see how best we can support their 
ambitions. We pride ourselves on 
the wrap around help we give to 
everyone who chooses to study 
with us. Our mission is to help 
everyone become the best they can 
be.”

Suffolk New College On The Coast 
in Halesworth has two taster days 
taking place on Saturday 11 March 
and Saturday 20 May 2023 between 
9.30am and noon. Alternatively, if 
you are an individual who would 
like a one to one visit, this can be 
arranged by calling 01986 875749.

Other Suffolk New College 
campuses are based at Leiston 
(Suffolk New College On The 
Coast), Ipswich (Suffolk New 
College) and Otley (Suffolk Rural). 
You can visit www.suffolk.ac.uk to 
find out more..........

ON THE COAST

To book your place visit www.suffolk.ac.uk/tasterevents
01473 382200 | info@suffolk.ac.uk

Come along to one of our 

TASTER
EVENTS

Ipswich Campus

04|03|23
9.30am - 12.00pm

03|05|23
5.30pm - 8.00pm

Otley

11|03|23
9.30am - 12.00pm

04|05|23
5.30pm - 8pm 

Halesworth

11|03|23
9.30am - 12.00pm

20|05|23
9.30am - 12.00pm

NEW BUS ROUTES! - ONLY £1 A DAY.
Travel from Beccles, Bramfield, Bungay, Darsham, Kelsale, Leiston
or Saxmundham to the Halesworth campus for only £1.00 a day.
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FEB 12 & 26 Halesworth Community 
Choir rehearsals. 10.30am - 12.30pm 
at The Cut Arts Centre, Halesworth. We 
welcome new members - no experience 
is necessary and the first taster session 
is free. For details about the choir 
and confirmation of the venue, email: 
halesworth.community.choir@gmail.com. 

FEB 14 Arts Society Southwold Lecture. 
What is an Original Print? Lecturer: Susan 
Owens. 2pm at Southwold Arts Centre. 
£5. Visitors welcome.

FEB 18 Music Night: Black Deek Band 
& Friends including; Dunwich Drifters, 
Saxpack, Wenhaston Ukulele and Marie. 
There will be a bar and 50/50 Raffle. One 

not to miss, so do come and join us and 
get your feet tapping. Raising funds for 
Wenhaston Village Hall maintenance. 
7pm to 10.45pm (doors open 6.45pm) at 
Wenhaston Village Hall. Tickets £7. Under 
16s free – available at Wenhaston Post 
Office and on the Door

FEB 18 Halesworth branch of Cancer 
Research UK Jumble Sale. Good as new 
clothes, bric - a- brac, books etc
tea/coffee and cakes. 10am – 12noon at 
Holton village hall IP19 8PU

FEB 25 Produce & Craft Market. There 
will be a variety of handmade cards, 
jewellery, homemade jams, chutneys, 
hand knitted items homemade artisan 

bread, Dexter Beef and other food and 
plant produce on sale. The cafe will be 
open for Tea, Coffee and Homemade 
Savouries & Cakes. 10am to 12.30pm 
at Wenhaston Village Hall. Everyone is 
welcome. For further details contact: Carol 
on: 07864083296.

FEB 26: Open Garden for hellebores, 
snowdrops and other early gems. 11am 
– 4pm at The Laburnums, St James, South 
Elham, Suffolk, IP19 0HN. Adults £4, 
children 50p (under supervision). In aid 
of local charities. Whatever the weather 
come and enjoy hot drinks, cakes, hot 
soup, and crusty bread. (GF available on 
request). As featured in Garden News, 
East Anglian Daily Times and local radio.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

LOVESONG

CHANGES TO MONTHLY REPAIR CAFÉ
Following Alice’s article in December’s 
Hoot entitled ‘Messages of Repair to 
a Cracked World’, the local repair café 
which has now been going for a year, 
is about to relocate to the Cut Arts 
Centre in Halesworth. 

Looking back at last year, exciting 
statistics were announced. We 
attempted 158 Repairs, out of which 
122 were wholly successful, and 4 
maybes. 100% were happy with the 
service....

We are looking to increase our 
repertoire to include mobile phones, 
bicycle punctures (not necessarily 
every time), and small items of 

furniture. We are also hoping to 
launch a few repair workshops in 
2023, as well as some ‘Cracked World’ 
conversations - not to bemoan our 
current state but more about the 
positive side of what we can do locally 
and in community about issues from 
refuse and recycling, to ecological 
shopping choices to car sharing. 
Basically if you have something you 
want to discuss, come and find us and 
bring it up! These are the dates for 
2023: covering both weekdays and 
weekends. We hope to be able to 
reach a wider audience.
 
ALL THESE WILL NOW BE AT THE 
CUT ARTS CENTRE, STATION RD, 

HALESWORTH
 
February 18th, Saturday: 10 – 12; 
March 28th, Tuesday: 2 – 4; April 25th, 
Tuesday: 2 – 4; May 20th, Saturday: 
10 – 12; June 27th, Tuesday: 2 – 4; 
July 25th, Tuesday: 2 - 4 if we have 
one! August: Nothing; September 
26th, Tuesday: 2 – 4; October 21st, 
Saturday: 10 – 12; November 28th, 
Tuesday: 2 – 4. 
 
Look forward to seeing you at the 
Cut on one of these dates, bringing a 
favourite article for mending, a pair of 
willing hands, or ideas for a greener 
future, or all 3! 

RoughCast Tour of Lovesong by Abi 
Morgan

March 16 -25 2023

‘That is the story of our beginning. And 
this is the story of...the end’

Lovesong is the story of one couple, 
told from two different points in their 
lives - as young lovers in their 20s and 
as worldly companions looking back 
on their relationship. Their past and 
present selves collide in this haunting 
and beautiful tale of togetherness. All 
relationships have their ups and downs; 
the optimism of youth becomes the 
wisdom of experience.

Written by critically acclaimed 
contemporary playwright Abi Morgan 

(The Iron Lady, Suffragette, The Split), 
this sometimes dreamlike, sometimes 
funny, sometimes heart-breaking one act 
tale of a lifetime lived 
together, does not 
shy away from some 
emotional topics. 

16th & 17th - Fisher 
Theatre, Bungay
18th - Laxfield Village 
Hall, 23 Diss Corn 
Hall,
24th - The Cut, 
Halesworth, 25 
Wingfield Barns

Tickets £12/£6 
(students). All 
performances start 
7.30pm

For further details visit www.roughcast.
co.uk or tel 01379 586745
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Extensive Home Improvement Display Area
9 conservatories, 2 garden offices, upvc and aluminium windows and doors

Garden Offices Insulated Roofs Conservatories Windows

Doors Bi-Folds Sliders Special Projects

Home improvement specialists
www.colourchangeupvc.co.uk01394 420774 Base Business Park, Rendlesham IP12 2TW

CITIZENS ADVICE
Thinking of volunteering? Great. Volunteer 
with us!

Each Citizens Advice is an independent 
charity, dependent on local fund raising and 
local authority grants. We rely on volunteers 
to provide the advice service used every 
year by hundreds of East Suffolk people. 
WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS THERE WOULD BE 
NO SERVICE. And now we are putting out a 
call to would-be volunteers: WE NEED YOU!

Whatever your background, education or 
experience it’s likely you have skills that can 
be harnessed to help others in the area. 
We need volunteers who are willing to train 
as advisors, and there are opportunities to 
volunteer in other capacities – for example, 
administration, IT, publicity, research, 
reception. 

Volunteer advisers: As a volunteer adviser 
you will be directly helping local people 
with issues that concern them - this might 
be about jobs, housing, work, benefits, 
debt, a purchase that’s gone wrong, or 
something else. New volunteers take part 
in a training programme which includes 
home study and observing advice sessions. 
Over time new volunteers get to know 

how to use the Citizens Advice and gov.
uk databases - so it’s never a question of 
‘knowing’ the answers, the trick is to know 
how to find them. And there’s always a 
manager in the office to help volunteers with 
a tricky issue and ensure all our clients get 
the best advice possible. We are looking for 
volunteer advisers with an enquiring mind, a 
non-judgemental approach, and a desire to 
be of practical help. Is this you? In terms of 
time, volunteer advisers usually commit to 
one day a week. Days are flexible and so are 
holidays.

Other volunteering opportunities: Perhaps 
advice work isn’t for you, but you’d like to 
volunteer in another capacity? We have 
opportunities in admin, IT, reception, 
research, and publicity. We are flexible and 
will look for a role that fits around your 
other commitments. Perhaps you want to 
strengthen your CV? Former Citizens Advice 
volunteers say their experience as part of 
the Citizens Advice team was great for their 
CV - it gave them experience of dealing with 
clients/the public, organisational skills, and 
it enabled them to say they had experience 
in specific areas, for example publicity or 
research.  

Being part of our team: Whatever sort of 
volunteering you do you’ll find a welcoming, 
supportive, and hard-working team. We’re 
a friendly bunch. Young, older, working and 
retired we all have one goal in common - to 
help residents in our area with the everyday 
problems they face, and realise the rights 
and benefits they are entitled to.   

The nearest Citizen Advice office to 
Aldeburgh is in Leiston. As Citizens Advice 
East Suffolk (CAES) however, we also have 
offices in Lowestoft, Beccles and Felixstowe.  
So, if you’re reading this anywhere on the 
Suffolk East Coast, and you are interested in 
volunteering, please GET IN TOUCH! Please 
email us on info@caes.org.uk and mark your 
email ‘Volunteering’. We’ll be in touch and 
go from there.

For advice about something that’s bothering 
you phone us 0808 278 7866 (Mon-Fri 10-
2pm) or email us on advice@caes.org.uk

Our drop-in outreach sessions are at: 
Woodbridge Library: Mondays 10 – 12; 
Wickham Market Resource Centre: 
Tuesdays 1.30 - 3.30; Saxmundham Library: 
Wednesdays 10 – 12; Framingham Library: 
Fridays 10 – 12.
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Rock and Roll | Swing | 60s
Country |Ska Soul and Motown 
Pop | 80s and much more!

Bruce is a versatile singer who 
has sung in many venues from 
care homes, pubs, clubs, hotels, 
halls and for various different 
functions too.

He started his entertainment 
career off as a Butlins Red 
Coat and worked for various 
companies like Warner leisure 
hotels. Bruce has sung and 
entertained in many of their 
hotels too and is used to 
different audiences.

        Brucealdredentertainment
Email: bruce.aldred91@gmail.com

Mobile: 07712129582.

Bruce 
Aldred

Singer | Entertainer | CompereSinger | Entertainer | Compere

01728 833003   leistonpress.com   
lee@leistonpress.com

A  F A M I L Y  R U N  B U S I N E S S 

W I T H  A  W E A L T H  O F 

S I G N A G E  K N O W L E D G E

Who knew there were so many 
different sign and display options
 for your business? 

At Leiston Press, we specialise in 
signage, from design to print, and 
provide them all for you!

Getting your business noticed and 
standing out from the crowd is essential 
in the marketplace, and signs and 
displays can help you achieve this.

N A T I O N W I D E  D E L I V E R Y

F A S T  R E S P O N S I V E  Q U O T E S

PA R T  O F  A  C A R B O N  C A P T U R E  S C H E M E

S A M E  D A Y  T U R N A R O U N D  AVA I L A B L E
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HALESWORTH TO SOUTHWOLD NARROW 
GAUGE RAILWAY GROUP
Dedicated to re-creating the Blyth 
Valley’s lost railway 

At Blythburgh Station, the volunteers 
work doggedly on - sometimes in 
torrential rain and strong winds. The 
two traditional timber gates that will 
allow access to the new meadow are 
being made, and the meadow seed 
will be sown as soon as the soil warms 
up a little. The site of the small lamp 
room at the east end of the station 
building is now laid out in sub-base 
with a timber edge, so that the entire 
station foundations can easily be seen. 
The foundations for the small ground 
frame hut (from which the points and 
signals were operated) are being built 
from recycled timber, and the traditional 
corrugated iron walls and roof being 
designed and sourced: this small 
building will be sited exactly where 
it used to be (we found the original 
foundations!). 

At the workshop, the second point, 
which will provide rail access to the two 
sidings by the Goods Shed, is being 
pre-assembled. Like the first point (which 
is already installed) this is a recycled two-
foot-gauge one from Derbyshire, and has 
of course to be completely re-configured 
to the railway’s historic three-foot-gauge. 
Both sidings will have quite a lot of 
curvature, as the station itself is built on a 
curve - so the rails for these are currently 
being bent to a suitable radius using our 
hydraulic rail bender.

Also at the workshop, open coach no 
3 was manhandled onto a siding inside 
the lean-to, which will allow the RFS 
locomotive to gain access, easily, to the 
test track once the electrical system is 
complete - according to the loco team, 
it is nine-tenths done. Meanwhile, the 
battery-electric locomotive, which is 
having new batteries and air braked 
fitted, is almost complete in Norfolk, 
and it is hoped to be able to run it at 
Blythburgh once a safety case has been 
written and testing is complete. Battery-
electric haulage is probably the future for 
many railways, including heritage ones 
(this locomotive is almost a century old!) 
- although we don’t want to drop proper 
steam completely, of course – it will form 
part of the mix.

In addition to our three free events at 
Blythburgh Station - on April 23rd, June 
21st and September 10th - we will be 
exhibiting at the Wenhaston Produce 

Show at the Village Hall on July 16th, 
and at the Mid-Suffolk Light Railway 
Museum at Brockford on July 23rd. 
A venue is still being sought for our 
planned May show in Halesworth. This 
April is five 
years since 
we started 
the Society - 
and we have 
a great deal 
to celebrate, 
while at 
the same 
time we 
are looking 
forward to 
the 2029 
anniversary 
of the 
railway’s 
closure: 
wouldn’t it 
be nice if 
one section 

of this historic railway could re-open in 
time for that! 

Ken Penrose and James Hewett, Co-
Chairmen
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Some tentative early signs of spring 
around but still best to be out of the cold 
browsing books at Halesworth Library! 
As part of Suffolk Libraries’ warm banks 
initiative, we are continuing to offer free 
hot drinks at the library, in addition to our 
kindness racks of free warm clothes (of 
which we continue to welcome dona-
tions). We are also working hard with 
East Suffolk Council and other author-
ities to provide our borrowers with as 
much information as possible regarding 
available support and services to help 
them through the cost-of-living crisis. We 
hope people in the community will feel 
especially welcome and want to spend 
some extra time at the library this winter, 
particularly if they are struggling to heat 
their homes. Bring your laptop and get 
some work done on our free Wi-Fi, enjoy 
a cup of tea or coffee and join in with 
one of our regular activities or sit down 
with the day’s papers. All are welcome.

January events organised by the 
Friends of Halesworth Library  

Board Games Café: There are lots of 
games to choose from (both old favour-
ites and ones you may not have seen be-
fore) at the Board Games Café. Tea and 
cake and a guaranteed fun afternoon. No 
need for any previous skills. £1 suggest-
ed donation. Monday 6th February, 14.00 
– 16.30pm

Sociable Sundays: Enjoy a hot drink and 
cake, and a chat with others. A pleasant 
way to spend an hour or two and to 
make new friends. No need to book, just 
turn up. £1 suggested donation. Sunday 
12th & 26th February, 10.30 – 12.30.

February Book Talk: The Friends of 
Halesworth Library’s popular series of 
author talks kicks off its 2023 cycle this 
month. Further details to be announced, 
keep an eye out in the library for pro-
motional materials on online and in the 
library. Thursday 16th February, 14.30.

Regular Activities 

Wordplay: Come along to our Wordplay 
sessions for babies, toddlers, parents, 
and carers on Tuesday mornings from 
10 - 11.30. Young and old can make 
new friends and enjoy music and games 
together. 

Family Fun Time: Are you looking for 
something to do with the children at 
the weekend? Look no further than our 
Family Fun Time sessions, Sundays from 
11 - 12.30. All are welcome to drop in for 
board games, craft activities, Lego, and 
stories. 

Homework Club: On Wednesday and 
Friday afternoons, 15.30 – 17.00, we 
reserve the gallery as a space for kids to 
get their homework done. Afternoons 
in the library are a quiet and productive 
space with plenty of books and digital 
resources to assist in homework assign-
ments. Snacks and drinks kindly donated 
by local shops are free to those attend-
ing. 

Knit & Natter, Craft & Chatter: For 
those looking to improve their knitting 
and crafting we host a friendly and inclu-
sive group for all who enjoy making and 
socialising. The group meets upstairs at 
the library every first and third Tuesday 
from 14.00 – 16.00. 

Time Out: There is lots to enjoy at our 
Time Out sessions on Wednesday morn-
ings and it is a good place to meet new 
people. Join us for crafts, chat, and free 
refreshments 10.00 – 11.30. 

Council Advice Clinic: The East Suffolk 
Council Advice Clinic is held in the library 
on Tuesdays from 10.00am – 15.00pm.

Barclays Bank Drop-in: Weekly drop-
in session from 09.30 – 16.30 every 
Wednesday where they offer help with 
money management, financial help, busi-
ness support and home loans. Additional 
Barclays Digital Eagles sessions held 
monthly, keep an eye out in the library 
for more information. 

IT Help: Did you know that the library 
offers one to one IT help? Whether you 
are considering a smartphone, wanting 
to know more about apps or simply 
learning how to do more digitally, ask 
at the library. Tuition is £15 an hour - all 
proceeds are donated to library funds. 

Further details available from the library. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Email us at Halesworth.library@suffolk-
libraries.co.uk or phone us on 01986 
875095. 

To join the Friends of Halesworth Library 
you will need to complete a membership 
form, which can be obtained preferably 
by emailing friendsofhalesworthlibrary@
gmail.com or by phoning the library.  

HALESWORTH LIBRARY  

 

Your Community Radio Station 
Broadcasting every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Aldeburgh ▪ Aldringham ▪ Benhall ▪ Blythburgh ▪ Bramfield ▪ Bruisyard ▪ Darsham 
Dunwich ▪ Eastbridge ▪ Farnham ▪ Framlingham ▪ Glemham ▪ Halesworth ▪ Holton 

Iken ▪ Kelsale ▪ Knodishall ▪ Leiston ▪ Middleton ▪ Orford ▪ Peasenhall ▪ Reydon 
Saxmundham ▪ Sibton ▪ Sizewell ▪ Snape ▪ Southwold ▪ Sternfield 

Stratford St. Andrew ▪ Sudbourne ▪ Theberton ▪ Thorpeness 
Walberswick ▪ Wenhaston ▪ Westleton 

and anywhere in the world at: www.abcradio.co.uk 
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SUFFOLK ALL STARS
Our popular dance school offers fun, 
friendly dance classes to children aged 
3 years+ in a range of dance styles 
and also has a ‘Dance With Me’ class 
for diddi-dancers and their parents/
care providers aged 18months+. Since 
2003 Erin has run classes in Halesworth 
and Saxmundham, and in that time 
her dancers have performed at local 
theatres such as Snape Maltings, 
Seckford Theatre, Leiston Film Theatre 
and The Cut (Halesworth), as well as 
at Her Majesty’s Theatre in London’s 
West End, Theatre Am Park in Eitorf, 
Germany, and at DisneyLand Paris. 
The dance school has enjoyed great 
success with 100% pass rate in ISTD 
and LAMDA Examinations, as well 
as at competitions and festivals, with 
dancers competing both regionally and 
nationally.

We are excited to now expand our 
classes to include Leiston! From 
Monday 20th February we will be at 
Sizewell Sports and Social Club to 
offer Little Stars Ballet (3-5yrs), Little 
Stars Disco (3-5yrs) and Shooting Stars 
Disco (6-9yrs). For 
more information and 
to book a trial session 
at Leiston, please visit 
our website: www.
suffolkallstars.co.uk  (or 
scan our QR code)

Our books are currently 
open until the end of 
February for our classes 
at The Cut, Halesworth 
and SAS HQ in 
Saxmundham too, and 
can be booked online. 
We will close our books 

at the end of February 
while we prepare for our 
Dance Show, STAR POWER, 
at Seckford Theatre, 
Woodbridge on the 3rd and 
4th June 2023 - so book 
now to be able to join us for 
SHOWTIME!

Find us on facebook / 
instagram / tiktok: @
suffolkallstars, and our 
Adult classes too: @
sasphoenixfitness



H A L E S W O R T H  H O OT

A L D E B U R G H  T I M E S       H A L E S W O R T H  H O OT       L E I S TO N  O B S E R V E R1 4

February 
- the 
month of 
Valentine’s 
Day, 
pancakes, 
and, more 
unusually, 
World 
Nutella 

Day, Indian Coastguard Day, International 
Mother Language Day and National 
Deworming Day! 

Saint Valentine was a 3rd century Roman 
saint, associated with courtly love, a 
mediaeval tradition of love between a 
knight and a married noblewoman, first 
developed by troubadours of southern 
France, but now better known here in the 
UK for Valentine’s Day cards and gifts. 
St Valentine is also patron saint of Terni, 
known as the City of Lovers, a city in the 
south of the region of Umbria in central 
Italy, and, curiously, of asthma and of 
beekeepers.

Pancakes are traditionally made and 
eaten on Pancake Day, or Shrove 
Tuesday, a traditional feast day before 
the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday, 
ushering in a period of fasting and 
prayer. Many places, including 
Halesworth, had, and many still 
have, pancake races on the day, with 
participants tossing pancakes in a pan 
as they run. “And every man and maide 
doe take their turne, And tosse their 
Pancakes up for feare they burne.” 

(Pasquil’s Palin 1619.)

St Mary’s is full of unusual and quirky 
historical features, and, at the back of 
the church are some modestly priced 
booklets about its heritage. We have 
Heritage Trail which guides the reader 
round the points of interest; A Century 
of Change in a Suffolk Church by Roy 
Tricker, author, speaker and church-
crawler; A little guide to interesting 
points! by John Olink, who, aged 6, was 
interned in Java by the 
Japanese, with his family, 
and lived at the end of 
his life in Halesworth. 
An updated History of 
the Bells will shortly join 
them.

The ninth series of 
the Friends’ popular 
lunchtime recitals in 
St Mary’s starts up in 
March, with the Laxfield 
All Saints Singers on 
Wednesday 8 March, 
followed by Shirley 
Smith & Justine Ashford 
with music and readings 
on Wednesday 12 
April. As always light 
refreshments available 
or bring your own lunch 
to ‘picnic in the pews’ 
from 12md - with the 
recital at 12.30pm. 
We are grateful to our 
regular audience and 

extend a warm welcome to those who 
have not been before. If you would like 
to be on our mailing list, please email: 
friendsofstmarys@talktalk.net and we will 
keep you up to date on our programme.

The Friends of St Mary’s would welcome 
anyone interested in helping in their aim 
to preserve and maintain the building for 
the community, now and in the future. 
Do get in touch! See the website:  www.
friendsofstmaryshalesworth.org.uk 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH, 
HALESWORTH

(Founded 1784)

Halesworth Angel Bowls Club (HABC) 
is preparing for the 2023 season. 
Like most clubs the very hot and dry 
weather we experienced in 2022 had 
a big impact on our green. It was not 
very green for most of the season, 
which started last April. A small group 
of volunteers have reseeded the ‘lawn’ 
and it is already looking fresh and 
green. We are all looking forward to 
playing on it in the new season.

The club put in teams for 3 Leagues: 
the Benacre, the Halesworth and the 

Sunshine. The HABC Benacre team 
was the most successful going up as 
champions to Division 2. Although we 
were not as successful in the other 2 
leagues, we were always competitive. 
The Sunshine League gave novices 
in the club the chance to experience 
match play.

One of our members, Paula Gooch, 
was National President last year. 
She is a leading player, umpire and 
coach who held the position of Ladies 
County Secretary for several years. Her 
support for the club has been greatly 
appreciated.

We will be announcing the date of 
our Open Day in the near future. We 
always welcome new members - even 
those who have never played before. 
As soon as the season starts we will 
have ‘Roll Up’ sessions on a Wednesday 
afternoon. Our county coach, Ron 
Davis, is willing to spend time 
instructing newcomers on how to play 
the game. If anyone is interested please 
contact the secretary, Ben Cardwell on 
01986 873352 or email: benjamin44@
gmail.com

HALESWORTH ANGEL BOWLS CLUB 
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The next Southwold Jazz Club session at 
7.30pm on Saturday 18th February will feature 
the virtuoso violinist Ben Holder with Chris 
Ingham, Owen Morgan and George Double, 
for a lively evening of jazz evoking the spirit 
of Stephane Grappelli and the distinctive 
style of the Hot Club de France. In 1934, the 
jazz violinist Stephane Grappelli and Django 
Reinhardt founded the first all-string jazz group 
the ‘Quintette du Hot Club de France’ and the 
spirit of those days will be celebrated with an 
energetic mix of traditional jazz, mainstream 
and swing from the UK’s most acclaimed and 
exciting jazz violinist.                     
                                       
Jazz Club organiser George Double said: “It 
will be the first time we have had a jazz violinist 
at the Southwold Jazz Club and Ben is simply 
breathtaking, possessing an innate sense of 
swing rhythm”. His violin is an ‘incredibow’, 

handmade in America and stringed with a 
polymer filament rather than horsehair, which 
Ben says is “perfect for my style of playing”.

The evening will also include a sprinkling of 
Ben’s own infectious 
originals, all harking 
back to the fun and 
abandon of the 
1920s and 1930s. 
George Double says 
“the programme will 
include Hot Club De 
France staples as well 
as some surprises as 
well”. 

These jazz club 
sessions are always 
very popular, so do 
please book early. 
Tickets are £17 and 
are available from 
the Southwold Arts 
Centre Box Office 
at: St Edmunds 
Hall, Cumberland 

Road, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6JP. Tel:  
01502 722572 and online at via ticketsource: 
southwoldartscentre.co.uk. Further 
Information: info@southwoldartscentre.co.uk

‘ T H E  S P I R I T  O F  S T E P H A N E ’

Suffolk Singers is a Community choir 
comprised of members from throughout 
the County and beyond. The Choir’s Music 
Director is Claire Weston, a well known former 
ENO principle and talented singing teacher. 
Normal activities, post Covid, resumed in 
2022 with various recitals and concerts in 
Trinity College Chapel at Cambridge, Lincoln 
Cathedral, Southwell Abbey, St Botolph’s at 
Culpho, Woodbridge Community Hall, and 
finally culminating in a carol concert at St 
Michael’s, Martlesham, so a busy year!

We are now planning a Workshop once 
again after a break since 2019. These are 
joyous occasions full of fun and, dare we say, 
mountains of cake!

So why not come and spend an enjoyable 
day led by our Music Director, Claire Weston, 
assisted and accompanied by John Hutchings 
and the Suffolk Singers team, when we plan 
to explore some Handel? The repertoire has 
been carefully chosen to include well known 
pieces coupled with some that are less familiar. 
This gives the opportunity to work on Claire's 
concept of first we learn 'what' to sing and 
then move to 'how' to sing it.

These fun packed workshops include 
everything from warm up exercises, vocal 
technique, note learning, sectionals and those 
all-important tips on how to sing tricky runs 

or long sustained phrases in a typical Handel 
chorus. The day offers a sociable and friendly 
environment in which to learn inclusively, all 
topped off with an amazing spread of cakes as 
well as a 'look how much we've learnt' concert 
to which your family and friends are openly 
invited.

All you need to join us is a willingness to learn 
and a joy for singing and making music. There 
are usually some laughs along the way with 
Claire and John at the helm.

Suffolk Singers Vocal Workshop
Theme: 'Getting a handle on Handel'
Date Sunday 19th February 2023
Time: 9.30 to 
17.00
Venue: 
Framlingham 
College Chapel, 
Framlingham 
College, 
Framligham, 
Suffolk, IP13 9EY
Music: Choruses 
from Handel
Cost: £22.50
Free for students 
aged 18 years or 
under. Participants 
aged 14 years or 
under must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult.
Participants will be provided with music, 
refreshments and afternoon cakes, so just 
bring a soft pencil and a packed lunch (NB 
please ensure that any food you bring does 
not contain nuts as Claire Weston has an 
extreme nut-allergy)
 
Free public performance at 16.30 for friends 
and relatives who will be welcomed for tea and 
cakes at 15.45.

Full details with application form are available 
on <www.suffolksingers.co.uk or ring: Peter 
Lamb: 01728 638897 or 07970062366 or 
email: peterlamb54@googlemail.com

‘HALLELUJAH FOR HANDEL’
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If it can be printed Leiston Press will find a way to do it!

Whether you’re searching for printed stationery, shop 
signage, vehicle graphics or bespoke promotional 
materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great customer service.  
We’ll work with you to produce products and 
promotional materials to suit your needs and budget.

Our services include lithographic and digital printing, 
all types of signage (professionally installed too), 
printing and publishing. 

You’ll find our prices are very competitive and we 
offer FREE DELIVERY to customers in Suffolk.  

P R I N T I N G S I G N A G E

B E S P O K E  S I G N A G E

P U B L I S H I N G

P R O M O T I O N A L  I T E M S

V E H I C L E  G R A P H I C S

W E D D I N G  S T A T I O N E R Y

P A C K A G I N G

P O C K E T  F O L D E R S

L E A F L E T S  A N D  B R O C H U R E S

D E L I V E R Y  T O 
A N Y W H E R E  I N  T H E  U K

Q U I C K 
R E S P O N S E  Q U O T E S

S A M E  D AY 
T U R N A R O U N D  A VA I L A B L E

P A R T  O F  A 
C A R B O N  C A P T U R E  S C H E M E
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In Southwold, the new year just got 
happier.

We’ve passed the shortest day, the light 
is starting to return, the snowdrops are 
thinking about making their gorgeous 
annual appearance and The Pit Stop Café 
is about to emerge from hibernation.

Saturday February 11th is the day when 
normal life will resume. Anne and her 
team will be waiting to welcome you 
with the full range of fabulous Pit Stop 
food and drinks - everything from hearty 
all day breakfasts, through the stunning 
array of sandwiches and salads, to 

delicious home-made 
cakes and sweet treats. 
All the Pit Stop’s food 
is made fresh on the 
premises and prices 
are kept to a level 
which is affordable 
even in these financially 
challenging times.

For the young ones, 
the Pit Stop offers the 
chance to play safely in 
the wide open spaces 
which surround the 
café. Bikes, pedal cars 

and toys of all kinds abound. For the 
parents and grandparents there is the 
opportunity to relax with a restorative 
cuppa and some food whilst keeping 
the kids in sight, but not in cotton wool. 
Tennis is also available on the adjacent 
courts.

Planning is already underway for the 
first major event of 2023 - which will be 
the Easter Egg Hunt - but for now (snow 
permitting) it will be business as usual.

You’ll find the Pit Stop on Southwold 
Common next to the Golf Club. There 
is some car parking on site, with more 
spaces on the road leading back to the 
town. The postcode is IP18 6TB for all 
you satnavvers.

See you there!

Joan Cupples, 
Publicity Volunteer, Pit Stop Café

SIBTON COUNTRY SUPPLIES LTD.

GARDEN MACHINERY
 Book your lawn mower service now - 

collection & delivery available
Both petrol and battery, long reach hedgecutters available

Also Available: Composts, fertilizers, vegetable seeds 
and sundries. Wild bird food, dog food and more!

The Forge, Sibton IP17 2JH
Tel: 01728 660 349

We had a 
very busy 
year in 2022 
and our 
fosterers 
were in 
danger 
of being 
overrun 

with kittens. With the cost of living crises 
deepening we expect to have another 
frantic year as we are seeing more and 
more people having to give up their cats 
or not being able to cover the cost of 
getting their young cats neutered. 

To raise both money and awareness 
of what we do, we need to continue 
attending shows and events throughout 
the year. To continue to do this we also 
need more volunteers to help with these 
events. 

We are in need of a Fundraising 
Coordinator

Do you love cats? Are you confident, 
enjoy socialising, meeting people, 
having fun? Would you like to know you 

are helping cats and kittens? If this is 
you then why not consider volunteering 
with us? We are seeking a volunteer 
to help organise fundraising activities. 
No experience is necessary as help and 
guidance will be available. To find out 
more call us on 01728 723499 or email: 
enquiries@framandsax.
cats.org.uk. We look 
forward to hearing 
from you.

Cats looking for a 
home: These three 
young chaps are Bing, 
Chuck and Elvis and 
they are in need of 
loving homes. They are 
large, lively and full of 
fun. If you could offer 
them the start in life 
they need, call us or 
email to find out more.
See our website: www.
cats.org.uk/framandsax 
email: enquiries@
framandsax.cats.
org.uk, or telephone 
01728 723499 for 

more information about adopting cats in 
our care; how to become a member of 
the branch; event dates; neutering; cat-
care leaflets; how to become a volunteer 
fundraiser or fosterer, make a donation 
and other ways you can support us. Also 
find us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 

FRAMLINGHAM AND SAXMUNDHAM CATS 
PROTECTION

P I T  S T O P  C A F É
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CONSTRUCTION BLIGHT FROM SOUTHWOLD TO ALDEBURGH

The Suffolk Coast is now facing unprecedented, unnecessary threats by an onslaught of wind energy onshore 
construction projects:  Sealink, Eurolink, Nautilus, East Anglia One North, East Anglia Two. Towering substations and 
connectors will measure up to 30 metres high and consume hundreds of acres of high quality farming land.

Trench cables will gouge through at least 10 kms of AONB, rare habitats, lowland heathland, bird sanctuaries and 
Thorpeness crumbling cliffs. This deeply rural countryside, popular amongst walkers and ornithologists could soon 
be submerged under a wave of concrete.

Our roads will be paralysed with an additional 700 lorries along the A12 each day for over 12 years of construction, 
causing your village or town untold levels of noise and air pollution. The cumulative impact of these projects along 
with Sizewell C, which has now been consented, will be too great a burden for this small community to bear.

SELF SERVING DEVELOPERS WANT COASTAL SUFFOLK TO BE THEIR THROUGH ROAD

We have become nothing more than a dumping ground for these projects with zero benefits for local communities 
and with the definite prospect of job losses in tourism and hospitality as visitors choose to go to more tranquil, 
attractive places. This particular coastal area suits the developers simply because it is cheaper and easier to build 
on. These are not British owned companies and they have only one motivation: their profits. 

NEEDLESS DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED

We are a forward-looking Community Group established in 2019 to promote modern offshore solutions. We are in 
favour of offshore wind energy farms and believe that the delivery and storage  infrastructure needs to be as smart 
as the turbines.  If an integrated offshore grid was built, we can STOP  Suffolk Coast and Heaths from becoming one 
of Europe’s biggest industrialised  Energy Hubs.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT: CHALLENGE THESE PLANS

-  CALL FOR A MODULAR OFFSHORE GRID (MOG) & BROWNFIELD SITES 

-  The Technology is available, other North Sea countries such as Belgium are already building MOGs. They  
 can pool  energy from three or four wind farms at a time using subsea cables. 

-  Use the North Sea as a CORRIDOR to carry this wind energy, closer to where it is needed     
 to London and Europe.

- Connect to the grid using old industrial ‘brownfields’ such as Bradwell and the Isle of Grain. 
 That way, we can protect and nurture our fragile ecosystems. 

- There are cost savings to be gained for the consumer and it’s  a win for the environment and bio-diversity.  
 This offshore solution can be constructed by 2032, no delay to what National Grid is now proposing. 

- The Government should take control NOW and encourage National Grid to switch to the modern way forward. 
 These current proposals are cobbled together and outdated. 

- Join SEAS supporters and sign up to our newsletter today.

WRITE  TO  PRIME  MINISTER  RISHI  SUNAK, SECRETARY OF STATE GRANT 
SHAPPS  AND  LOCAL MP DR THERESE COFFEY. 
Templates letters can be found at: www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk/letters/

SUFFOLK ENERGY
ACTION SOLUTIONS

info@suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
www.suffolkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk
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Welcome to our February newsletter. 
Our aim at keeping all residents 
informed about the current key issues 
and achievements of the East Suffolk 
Council.

Approval granted for £2.75m from 
Government’s UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund: East Suffolk Council has been 
allocated £2.75m from the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) to invest across 
two and a half years in initiatives that 
will address inequality and contribute to 
levelling up. The funding will be used to 
support high streets, local businesses, 
workforce and community skills 
development, as well as supporting those 
struggling with the cost of living crisis. 
In April 2022, the Government launched 
the UKSPF to support its Levelling Up 
agenda by building ‘pride in place’ and 
increasing life chances across the UK, 
focusing on communities, and supporting 
local business, people and skills. The 
East Suffolk Investment Plan contains 
a number of key programmes, based 
on new and existing schemes, to be 
delivered either locally or collaboratively 
with other local authorities. Additionally, 
the Council has been allocated £1.129m 
under the Rural England Prosperity Fund 
(REPF), part of the UKSPF, which aims to 
support small business and community 
infrastructure in rural areas. 

There is a lot happening to help ‘Ease 
the Squeeze’ caused by the rising cost 
of living for East Suffolk residents. This 
ranges from the Rural Coffee Caravan 
map of Warm Spaces RCC Winter 
Warmth - The Rural Coffee Caravan and 
the Community Action Suffolk cost of 
living support for VCSE organisations 
Cost of Living Support Resources for 
VCSE Organisations - Community Action 
Suffolk to SALC’s work to enable Town 
and Parish Councils to support their 
communities Home | SALC Website 
and the Suffolk Libraries ‘Be Kind in 
Kind’ campaign Be Kind in Kind - how 
Suffolk Libraries can help you this winter 
| Suffolk Libraries. East Suffolk Council is 
funding projects including Warm Rooms, 
Comfort Food, Community Growing 
Spaces, Cooking on a Budget classes and 
Community Pantries Ease the Squeeze 
on cost of living » East Suffolk Council 
and taking referrals for help with money 
through a new referral process Cost 
of living referral - My East Suffolk, and 
using County Council funding (through 
the Collaborative Communities Board) 
to run a community grants programme 

for VCSE-led projects to help residents 
stay warm, well fed and connected this 
winter Cost of Living Community Grant 
Fund » East Suffolk Council. Citizens 
Advice East Suffolk (CAES) is providing 
vital debt advice and support to residents 
struggling with the rising cost of living 
Home | Citizens Advice East Suffolk | 
Debt Advice Help and Suffolk Community 
Foundation has just launched a new 
Tackling Poverty: Food and Financial 
Wellbeing Fund https://www.suffolkcf.
org.uk/grants/tackling-poverty-foodand-
financial-wellbeing-fund/

Digital Springboard launched to 
provide digital boost for businesses: A 
new online service has been introduced 
to provide a digital boost for businesses 
in East Suffolk. Launched on behalf 
of East Suffolk Council by not-for-
profit company MENTA, the Digital 
Springboard offers access to support, 
resources, workshops and grants for 
businesses hoping to create or improve 
online presence. The project is the latest 
component of a wider Digital Towns 
programme already being rolled out 
across East Suffolk with the installation of 
free-to use public Wi-Fi linked to footfall 
counter technology and accompanying 
analytics. The ambitious programme 
has been funded by the New Anglia 
LEP’s Innovative Projects Fund, the 
Getting Building Fund, and East Suffolk 
Council internal funding, and aims 
to strengthen the local economy and 
improve connectivity within the district’s 
market towns. Alongside masterclasses 
on various digital themes, the launch of 
a ‘Digital MOT’ profiling tool will provide 
analysis and insights for businesses on 
their current digital capabilities, while 
businesses that progress through the 
programme will also be able to apply 
for a small Digital Grant to support their 
business growth journey. The Digital 
Springboard website is simple, quick, and 
a fun way to access the full programme 
including free resources, one-to-one 
support and events, to help people grow 
their digital skills and business reach. 

Suffolk councils’ successful bid for 
housing fund pot: Suffolk’s local 
authorities are delighted to have 
been awarded funding by the Local 
Government Association to commission 
a vital, county-wide housing strategy 
review. The £20,000 pot will kick-start 
a programme which aims to increase 
the number of genuinely affordable 
properties available to meet those in 

housing need. The Housing Advisers 
Programme grant is designed to support 
councils seeking to innovate and will 
fund the provision of bespoke expert 
support to councils. Suffolk’s successful 
bid was led by East Suffolk Council, 
which will work with Suffolk County 
Council, Ipswich Borough Council, 
Babergh District Council, Mid Suffolk 
District Council and West Suffolk Council 
- identifying opportunities to bridge 
the gap between supply and demand. 
Working together as the Suffolk Housing 
Board, the councils have identified 
900 properties available for rent, 5,000 
properties marketed for sale, 1,000 
long term empty homes and 6,000 
second homes. And yet, despite this, 
there are currently a significant number 
of households living in unsatisfactory, 
unsuitable accommodation, experiencing, 
or at risk of homelessness. The Suffolk 
Housing Board has agreed to establish 
a project which will agree proposals 
that remove barriers to accommodating 
people, as well as gaps in policies where 
accommodation solutions could be 
encouraged. The councils will use this 
opportunity to join up their approaches, 
exploring ideas such as resource pooling, 
funding empty home renovations, 
early engagement, legal advice and 
community engagement.

Surveys and consultations: As always, 
we want to encourage participation in 
surveys and consultations, as feedback 
from people in East Suffolk is invaluable 
and helps us ensure we’re making the 
right decisions for our communities. 
• Extended consultation on Leiston 
Town Centre Masterplan Framework 
Document Further consultation period on 
a masterplan and supporting framework 
for the centre of Leiston. Leiston Town 
Centre Masterplan.

Should you have any Council issues 
please do not hesitate in contacting 
myself Tony or Russ.
CllrTony Cooper, 
Aldeburgh Leiston Ward East Suffolk 
Council (Tony is a member of Leiston cum 
Sizewell Town Council).
tony.cooper@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  /  tele. 
01728 830181 or 07884054882 

Cllr Russ Rainger 
Aldeburgh Leiston Ward East Suffolk 
Council (Russ is a member of Snape 
Parish Council).
Russ.Rainger@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  /  tele. 
07825720522 

EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL
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An annual grants scheme which sees over 
£75,000 awarded to community projects across 
Essex and Suffolk has opened for applications. 

Individuals, organisations, and community 
groups are encouraged to apply for grants that 
are available across the Coast & Heaths Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which 
stretches from Kessingland in North Suffolk, 
down to the River Stour Estuary in North Essex.  

There are four different grant funds open, 
offering different levels of funding for varying 
purposes and the Coast & Heaths AONB is 
seeking applications from community projects 
that represent the widest range of society 
possible and support equality of opportunities, 
to access the funds.  

The AONB grants wish to support projects 
which show innovation, social inclusion, 
sustainability, public benefit, and partnership 

working. Individuals as well as organisations 
such as schools, businesses and community 
groups are all welcome to apply for funding. 

Previous examples of projects funded include 
art workshops for people with mental illness, 
new fencing and gates for nature 
and wildlife reserves, rural training 
for young people, as well as visitor 
information at well-known landmarks 
in the area.  

Whether you have a project which 
covers topics such as wildlife 
conservation, access and diversity, 
climate change, health and 
wellbeing, learning, and heritage to 
give you a few examples, the AONBs 
welcome your applications. 

For more information about the 
various grants that are available 

and the criteria and funding guidelines, 
please visit www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/
managing/grants or contact Oka Last, Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty Grants Officer, on 
01394 445225 or AONBgrants@suffolk.gov.uk. 

A N N U A L  G R A N T S  S C H E M E

Russ Rainger, Chairman of the Leiston Community Land Trust (left) 
with Town Councillor and Chairman of Leiston-cum Sizewell Town 

Council, John Last BEM, (right)

There was nearly a full house of 
members for our January meeting, and 
quite a buzz in the restaurant.
Chairman John Wood welcomed all and 
introduced Daniel Gooderham, Head 
Brewer at Adnams.
 
Following a very tasty meal Daniel told 
us of his university training in brewing 
and how he joined Adnams 12 years 
ago, just as the business was investing 

in modern equipment. In 2022 Adnams 
had its 150th Anniversary. He gave us 
some fascinating information about 
yeast and “yeast must be happy” seems 
to be the motto. He briefly talked about 
the production of spirits and the wine-
importing side to the business. Daniel’s 
talk was very well received by members 
and there were bottles of different 
beers to sample.
 

Irene Thomas thanked the speaker and 
before closing the meeting Chairman 
John mentioned that the social 
committee are arranging a ‘Tapas and 
Continental Food’ occasion to be held 
at The Ancient House Bistro on Monday 
13th March.
 
David Prime

HALESWORTH AND DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB

New grant scheme launched to reinvigorate 
high streets 
 
A new three-year grant programme has been 
launched to help support East Suffolk’s high 
streets through town centre improvements, 
arts and cultural activities and improvements 
to shopfronts.  
 
The East Suffolk High Street Improvement 
Programme is part of a range of schemes 
detailed within the East Suffolk Investment 
Plan, which was developed as part of a 
submission to the Government’s UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. 
 
East Suffolk Council has been allocated 
£2.75m through the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund which will be used to support high 
streets and local businesses, develop 
workforce and community skills, as well as 
support those struggling with the cost of living 
crisis.   
 
The East Suffolk High Street Improvement 

Programme is a three-year programme that 
will offer three grant schemes to improve high 
streets and town centres across the district: 
 
Grants of between £5,000 and £15,000 will 
be available for town councils, groups and 
business associations looking to improve 
accessibility, attract more visitors, enhance the 
unique character of the town centre through 
improvements to public areas, improved 
signage, better digital connectivity and 
improvements to walking and cycling in towns. 
(January 2023 – March 2024). 
 
Grants of between £5,000 and £10,000 will 
also be available to town councils, business 
associations and arts, culture and heritage 
organisations to support cultural, arts and 
heritage activities which would increase visitors 
to town centres. This could be music, dance, 
sport, education, tours, historical displays, 
photography, storytelling, crafts and more. 
(January 2023– March 2024).
 
Additionally, a grant programme focusing 

on enhancing physical shopfronts will 
be available. Grants will be available for 
replacement windows and doors, reinstating 
traditionally styled shop fronts, painting 
and rendering of shop fronts, replacement 
guttering, signage and more. (April 2024 – 
March 2025). 
 
Cllr Craig Rivett, East Suffolk’s Deputy 
Leader and cabinet member for Economic 
Development said: “The UK Shared Prosperity 
Funding will allow us to provide a multi-
year package of support for businesses and 
communities across the district. Reinvigorating 
our high streets is the first part of this support 
and it will help to enhance the offer from 
our unique market towns, supporting local 
businesses, attracting visitors and helping 
residents feel proud to live and work in East 
Suffolk.” 
 
Applications for the first round of funding are 
now open and close on 17 February. To apply 
for funding and to check eligibility, please visit 
eastsuffolk.co/highstreets  

GRANT PROGRAMME
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This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.
Halesworth Hoot is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month.  

We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 
The next issue will be published on Wednesday 1st March, copy deadline is Monday 16th February - 

but the earlier the better to ensure inclusion.
Contacts/Advertisers/Editorial: Louise Gissing at Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Leiston, IP16 4JD  

lou@tidecollection.com Tel 01728 833003
Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the understanding 

that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.

Well, thanks to Greta Thunberg and her 
heavyweight Climate Book - the one with 
the blue-turning-red global warming 
stripes on the cover - I have been plunged 
into the deepest despair about it all. For 
a while at least ... until I pushed on to 
some slightly more positive essays, turned 
another page and a corner and decided 
despair was the worst possible attitude. 
Totally useless, actually.

How to live beyond that book? The one 
everyone should read but no one is going 
to want to. It made me start to look at my 
little life and think about the little things I 
can do differently. Drops in the ocean, but 
nonetheless ...

Monday: Bath by grey dawn light rather 
than electric light. Take the mirror to the 
window to check my face. Squeeze a 
last blob of toothpaste out of the nearly 
empty tube. Go to the Repair Cafe in the 
library with a broken umbrella, return with 
repaired umbrella - a wooden skewer, glue 
and stripy yellow and green insulating tape 
holding the broken spoke firm and strong. 
Fantastic! Walk to piano lesson in the rain 
with the mended, good-as-new umbrella.

Tuesday: Squeeze another blob of 
toothpaste out of the tube, not empty 
yet, then! Prepare a meal to go into the 
slow cooker, not used that for a while but 
it should be a low burn. I’ve got some 
local pasture fed beef (hmmm, isn’t beef 
banned?) Just how banned should it be, 

if the cows have been happily grazing in 
the marsh meadows in a small herd until 
their date with the slaughterman? Using 
up all sorts of bits of veg hanging around, 
potato, carrot, celeriac, squash, so that’s 
better than chucking them on the compost 
heap. The stew was delicious, by the way, 
the best gravy yet, thick, tasty, impressive. I 
put that down to the good quality meat.

Wednesday: Another blob squeezed out of 
the old toothpaste tube. Bought two big 
leaves of curly kale from the greengrocer, 
29p, refused a brown paper bag, put them 
straight into my shopping bag.

Thursday: Old Suffolk Viceroy hand push 
lawnmower gone in for a revival service. 
Just think, I could be cutting the grass for 
free, no electric cable to be constantly 
throwing out of the way, and no charge on 
the energy bill! And using a vintage garden 
tool... 

Moving around the cottage at dusk with 
just one light on in the main room - the 
open door lets sort of enough light 
through to the next room so I can find 
what I need without flicking another switch. 
Toothpaste tube still got something to 
give, it’s a wonder tube! Or did I just not 
squeeze so much before?

Friday: Chat with an old friend on the 
phone, they’ve got a Hyundai IONIQ 
hybrid car and like it very much. I’m still 
driving an old diesel Hyundai, hmmmm. 

When can we have a car sharing pool in 
Halesworth that works well enough for me 
to get rid of my car? 

Saturday: Picked up the freebie Waitrose 
Weekend paper in Saxmundham and read 
two encouraging articles. One highlighted 
two women making amazing Climate 
Compost, ‘like a probiotic for the soil’. 
Healing the planet in a tiny, local way, 
but brilliant. The other had a joyful photo 
of wild ponies galloping across a Welsh 
landscape and I read that this ancient 
breed had served as pit ponies not so very 
long ago but now have a new, important 
and blissfully happy role as ‘conservation 
grazers’. Keeping the rough vegetation 
down, opening up areas for insects, birds 
and other wildlife. Living the life, doing the 
job. Can more of us do that, please?

Sunday: Looking online for plant labels. I 
really love the black plastic ones that you 
write on with a white marker pen, they 
look SO smart. But they’re plastic. No go. 
Found some wooden ones instead, they 
look quite nice. Not my first choice but 
what’s the choice, really? Apple crumble 
for supper, no cream or ice-cream in the 
pantry, so a swish of cold milk, just like 
my mum used to do in earlier, more frugal 
days. Absolutely fine, I will do this more 
often.

Edith Summerhayes

EDITH’S CLIMATE CRISIS DIARY
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If it can be printed Leiston Press will find a way to do it!

Whether you’re searching for printed 
stationery, shop signage, vehicle graphics or 
bespoke promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great customer 
service.  We’ll work with you to produce 
products and promotional materials to suit 
your needs and budget.

Our services include lithographic and digital 
printing, all types of signage (professionally 
installed too), printing and publishing. 

You’ll find our prices are very competitive 
and we offer FREE DELIVERY to customers 
in Suffolk.  P R I N T I N G S I G N A G E
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AFFORDABLE QUALITY AFFORDABLE QUALITY 

98 High Street, Leiston, Suffolk, IP16 4BZ
reception@leistondentalcare.co.uk

01728 561873
Monday - Friday 9:30am-5pm

Closed for lunch between 1pm-2pm

Denplan from £14.95 per month

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
WITH COMPASSION & CARE

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
WITH COMPASSION & CARE

Chris Kelly 
Dentist

BDS with distinction, 
(Sheffield 2003)

GDC 82366

Victoria Hough
Dental Hygienist

FDSC with distinction 
(University of Essex, 2021) 

RDH, RDN
GDC 200727

Dr. Hossian Faghany
Dentist
DDS

(Aaarhus, Denmark, 1998)

GDC 78378

Improve, Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home.

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM   5.1M   BLACK
£2,740

£895
COMPACT • UP TO 2.4M

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE
£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

01986 960 013

www.garolla.co.uk



16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine

Fri 10th Feb at 5.00pm 
Sat 11th - Sun 19th Feb at 3.00pm 

 

Half term family fun ... 
 

PUSS IN BOOTS: 
THE LAST WISH PG 

——————————————————— 
Fri 10th - Thurs 16th Feb at 7.15pm 

 

Gerard Butler and Daniella Pineda in 
 

PLANE 15 
——————————————————— 

Fri 17th & Sat 18th Feb at 7.15pm 
Sun 19th Feb at 6.00pm 
Mon 20th Feb at 3.00pm 
Tues 21st Feb at 7.15pm 
Wed 22nd Feb at 3.00pm 
Thurs 23rd Feb at 7.15pm 

 

Michelle Williams, Paul Dano and Seth Rogen in 
 

THE FABELMANS                                  12A 
——————————————————— 

Mon 20th Feb at 7.15pm 
Tues 21st Feb at 3.00pm 
Wed 22nd Feb at 7.15pm 
Thurs 23rd Feb at 3.00pm 

 

Cate Blanchett in 
 

TÁR 15 
——————————————————— 

Sun 26th Feb at 7.30. LIVE ON STAGE 
Tickets: £17.50, Conc. £16.50 

 

THE VOX BEATLES 
——————————————————— 

Mon 27th Feb - Thurs 2nd Mar at 7.15pm   
 

Channing Tatum and Salma Hayek in  
 

MAGIC MIKE’S 
LAST DANCE 15 

——————————————————— 
Fri 3rd & Sat 4th Mar at 7.15pm 

Wed 8th Mar at 3.00pm & 7.15pm 
 

Brendan Fraser in  
 

THE WHALE 15 
——————————————————— 

Sun 5th Mar at 7.30. LIVE ON STAGE 
Tickets: £18.50, Conc. £17.95 

 

FOREVER IN 
BLUE JEANS 

High Street, Leiston. IP16 4BZ 
01728 830549 

www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Sun 5th Mar, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £18.50, Conc. £17.95 

NOW BOOKING 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  

Sun 26th Feb, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £17.50, Conc. £16.50 

NOW BOOKING 

“Cate  Blanchette is utterly 
magnetic as an imperious maestro 
in this ultra-stylish drama.”  


