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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Covid concerns seem to have faded into 
insignificance with much greater global concerns 
filling the news and with that in mind - to show our 
support for the Ukrainian people, we have changed 
the colour of the header of each of our titles to the 
colours of the Ukrainain flag. Worrying times.

It seems fitting then, as the sunflower is the 
national flower of Ukraine, that Saxmundham’s 
Green Team, in collaboration with IP17 GNS will be 

inviting you help fill our town with sunshine this summer, by planting sunflowers 
and to enter their grand competition. 

As always be sure to let me know about any events or activities you would like 
me to include, and if you wish to give any feedback or suggestions as to what 
you would like to see within these pages I would love to hear from you, email: 
lou@tidecollection.com

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.

Indira Gandhi

INSIDE YOUR 
MAGAZINE...
TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE 4
Market Charter anniversary,  
Jubilee celebrations and more 

IP17GNS 7
Almost 2 years of serving,  
connecting and supporting our  
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UPCOMING JUBILEE  
EXHIBITION 8
Can you help the Benhall &  
Sternfield History Group with  
material? 

SAX’S SUMMER  
FESTIVAL 2022 9
Donations and Sponsors sought  

FROM YOUR COUNTY  
COUNCILLOR 15
An update from Richard Smith  
including pavement improvements 
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suff olkhideaways.co.uk

As a Su� olk Hideaways Homeowner, you will enjoy:
■  Competitive commission rates  ■  No restrictions on the use of your property  ■  No joining or annual fee

■  Excellent occupancy levels  ■  Peace-of-mind damage cover  ■  Professional photography
■  A Marketing or Marketing and Managed Service   

newowners@su� olkhideaways.co.uk  |  01728 666 300  |   161a High Street, Aldeburgh, Su� olk IP15 5AN

We’re always looking to expand our portfolio, so why not get in touch today 
and request your Free Property Letting Guide?

As a Su� olk Hideaways Homeowner, you will enjoy:

Letting your holiday home has never been easier

The Gardener’s Cottage, Earsham

A chic and contemporary holiday 
retreat. Situated on the Su� olk/Norfolk 
border, this holiday home is ideal for 
exploring both counties. 
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By Jeremy Smith, Chair, Town Council

Town Council Update

At the start of our March meeting, 
councillors stood for a moment in 
silence, in tribute to victims of the war of 
aggression against Ukraine.

As a counterpoint to the often dismal 
international news, we are organizing 
or supporting a series of local events 
in Saxmundham which we hope will 
help bring us together, brighten spirits, 
celebrate our town’s past and look to 
future success.

750th celebrations

To recall, 2022 marks the 750th 
anniversary of the grant of 
Saxmundham’s first Market Charter by 
King Henry III in 1272. There will be 
a series of events to mark this historic 
moment, which launched our town’s 
economic vitality. 

We (Town Council and Museum) 
kick all this off with a Celebration of 
Saxmundham’s History and Heritage, 
on Saturday 23rd April at the Market 
Hall. We invite everyone to bring along, 

from 3pm onwards, any object from 
Saxmundham’s past - e.g. old tools, or 
coins, school photos from long ago… 
With your consent, we will record and 
photograph each object and what’s 
known about it, and turn it all into a 
publication. Then at 6 pm we will hold 
a fairly informal 750th ‘launch’ (with 
a little liquid refreshment) to share 
reminiscences of the town in days 
gone by, and our plans for the main 
celebration Festival weekend of 8 - 10th 
July. We do hope many of you will take 
time to join us on 23rd and share your 
own Sax moments and toast our history 
of continuity, achievement and resilience 
over the centuries!

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Community 
Lunch

And of course, we hope that lots of 
residents will come together in the 
Market Place on Sunday 5th June 
from 12.30 pm for the Saxmundham 
Community Lunch to celebrate our 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and pay 
tribute to her 70 years of service. 
There will be music, dancing and 
children’s entertainment. More info from 
townclerk@saxmundham-tc.gov.uk on 
reserving tables etc.

Parish boundary shift

In other news, the Town Council is urging 
East Suffolk Council (which is reviewing 
parish boundaries just now) to shift the 
Benhall-Saxmundham boundary so that 
the whole of East Suffolk’s proposed 
new 800-home Garden Neighbourhood 
development will come within 
Saxmundham parish. The development 
currently straddles both parishes. 
This boundary change makes strong 
administrative and financial sense, we 
feel and will also enable Benhall to retain 
its village character. But we welcome 
residents’ views on this.

Carlton Park Industrial Estate

We also agreed a policy position on 
the planning application to extend the 
Carlton Park Industrial Estate (which 
is actually in Kelsale-cum-Carlton). 
We expressed general support for the 
development, which should provide 
employment opportunities to local 
people, subject to some key conditions, 
in particular tight regulation of traffic, 
to stop HGVs and other commercial 
vehicles travelling to or from the Estate 
through Saxmundham town.

Wishing a happy Easter holiday to all!

TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE

SAXMUNDHAM GREEN TEAM
Thank you to everyone who came to our 
Wild Flower Seed Sowing Workshops. 
We have reports of successful 
germination! I’d like to thank Kings 
Seeds in partnership with Suffolk Herbs 
for donating the seeds for this workshop. 
I am looking forward to having some 
nice little plug plants to plant out soon. 
Another big thank you to everyone who 
came out in slightly miserable weather 
for our Station Garden session - some 
mighty weeds were dealt with and 
thankfully the digging kept us warm. 

I would like to give a big shout out to all 
the volunteer Litter Pickers who regularly 
pick around Saxmundham, Benhall, 
Carlton and Kelsale. They are doing such 
good work helping to keep on top of the 
litter. If you are interested in joining in 
please join the Saxmundham and District 
Litter Pickers group on Facebook for 
more information on community litter 
picks.

By the time you read this Green 
Team volunteers and Saxmundham 
Scouts will have planted some mixed 
native hedging, plants supplied by 
the Woodland Trust in support of the 
Queens Green Canopy and The Big 
Climate Fightback schemes. These trees 
will all count towards our town wide 
goal of 750 new trees planted during 
2022. If you have already planted a tree 
this year or are planning to plant one 
please make sure your tree is counted 
by contacting the Town Clerk. I’d also 
like to thank the Saxmundham Men’s 
Shed for refurbishing some of the spades 
donated to Green Team over the winter. 
It has been fantastic to receive donations 
of garden tools and the support in fixing 
them up.

Look out for us over the Easter holidays. 
Wednesday 13th April, 10am - 1pm: 
Seed and Plant Swap Pop up Market 
Stall. Do come along to the Market to 

check out our free plants/swaps and find 
out more about Green Team, chat with 
us about growing and possible ways you 
might like to get involved. Wednesday 
20th April 10am - 1pm: Sax Sunflower 
Spectacular Seed Sowing Pop up 
Market Stall in collaboration with IP17 
GNS. We will be inviting you to come 
sow a sunflower seed at the Market. 
Help us fill our town with sunshine this 
summer, by planting sunflowers to enter 
into our grand competition.

Saxmundham Green Team have work 
parties throughout the year, if you would 
like to get involved with these or our 
other events please get in touch via the 
Town Clerk: townclerk@saxmundham-tc.
gov.uk or 01728 604595. 

Amy Rayner

Environment Co-Ordinator, Saxmundham 
Town Council
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    01728 677980       hello@suffolkcoastal.com

    103A High Street, Aldeburgh, IP15 5AR      suffolkcoastal.com

A very well presented 4-bedroom mid-terrace house 

of 1312 sq. ft (122 sq. m) which has recently been 

comprehensively refurbished by the current owner and 

features a charming garden and private gated parking.

Guide price: £265,000 stc. Freehold

A superb three bedroom semi-detached family house 

of 2180 sq. ft (202.6 sq. m) which features a particularly 

large garden and a sizable wood-clad garage (23’9 x 

23’3) with mezzanine area above.

Guide price: £415,000 stc. Freehold

Albion Street, Saxmundham, IP17 1BN Kiln Lane South, Benhall, IP17 1HA

A beautifully presented three bedroom detached 

house of 1328 sq. ft (123.3 sq. m) which benefits from 

an elevated location in Eastbridge and wonderful far-

reaching views over surrounding countryside.

Guide price: £525,000 stc. Freehold

Cemetery Road, Eastbridge, IP16 4SJ

A beautifully crafted and unique three bedroom detached 

house of 1496 sq. ft (139 sq. m) situated off a quiet country 

lane in the charming village of Eastbridge. The property is 

superbly configured and exudes rural-chic style.

Guide price: £650,000 stc. Freehold

Chapel Lane, Eastbridge, IP16 4SQ
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Call 0800 062 2701 for a FREE no obligation quotation
or text ‘LAWN’ and your postcode to 60777 and we will call you.

mark.henderson@lawnmaster.co.uk www.lawnmaster.co.uk

Certifi cate Number 8302
ISO 9001, ISO 14001

ASK FOR A 
FREE

LAWN ANALYSISprofessional lawn care

The only national lawn treatment company 
to employ experienced turf professionals

0 1 7 2 8  8 3 3 0 0 3          L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O M          G L E N N @ L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O M

D E L I V E R Y  T O 
A N Y W H E R E  I N  T H E  U K

Q U I C K 
R E S P O N S E  Q U O T E S

S A M E  D AY 
T U R N A R O U N D  A VA I L A B L E

P A R T  O F  A  C A R B O N 
C A P T U R E  S C H E M E

A  F A M I L Y  R U N  B U S I N E S S  W I T H  A  W E A L T H  O F  P R I N T I N G  K N O W L E D G E

If it can be printed Leiston Press will find a way to do it!

Whether you’re searching for printed 
stationery, shop signage, vehicle graphics or 
bespoke promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great customer 
service.  We’ll work with you to produce 
products and promotional materials to suit 
your needs and budget.

Our services include lithographic and digital 
printing, all types of signage (professionally 
installed too), printing and publishing. 

You’ll find our prices are very competitive 
and we offer FREE DELIVERY to customers 
in Suffolk.  P R I N T I N G S I G N A G E
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IP17GNS began as an emergency measure 
to support those facing difficulties arising 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.  While the 
virus still poses a very real problem for 
many, IP17GNS have now gone far beyond 
our original aims.  We’re setting our 
sights on building a resilient and inclusive 
community that cares for each other. 
Now, almost 2 years after we began, our 
intention is:

• People in our community are 
confident in asking for help when they need 
it and providing help to others when they 
can.

• People in our community feel 
less lonely, more connected and have 
opportunities for social interaction.

• People in our community are 

more confident and motivated to make 
changes to their lives to improve their 
health, well-being and life chances

• People are proud to live in our 
community.

Our trustees and management committee 
are dedicated to these aims and providing 
services and activities which achieve them.

The idea behind a Good Neighbour 
Scheme is different from a lot of charities 
in that while we do offer financial and 
practical help to people, we also place a 
big emphasis on finding solutions and skills 
within our existing community that will 
enhance the lives of others. Our volunteers 
and funders live in the community they 
serve and there is a real sense of coming 
together to make our local area a better 
place to live.

Since the beginning of the year, we have 
completed 382 jobs which are in line with 
our values. These include 134 prescription 
deliveries to people isolating or unable to 

leave their homes, supplying 144 people 
with emergency food provision (including 
distributing £5k of Tesco vouchers 
kindly supplied by Suffolk Community 
Foundation). We have also made 41 
personal-shopper trips for people who can’t 
get to the shops themselves and our Line 
Dancing, Gather & Grow and Funky Fridays 
groups have attracted 160 participants and 
encouraged social interaction and physical 
activity.

This month we will be celebrating our 2nd 
anniversary, as a charity. The activities our 
volunteers carry out now are often quite 
different to those early days of Covid. But 
the impact it has within our community is 
no less important or impressive. In recent 
years we have navigated some of the most 
challenging times. 

IP17GNS is proud to have facilitated our 
community growing stronger as a result of 
coming together to support each other.

Sunflower Spectacular

This year, to celebrate the 750th 
anniversary of Saxmundham’s Market 
Charter, we’ll be planting 750 sunflowers 
around the town. The aim is to create 
a colourful display whilst getting local 
residents involved in growing. It’s well 
documented that spending time in nature 
is a great way to boost wellbeing and we’re 
hoping this, along with the joy that comes 
from a community effort, will make this 
event a success. The inspiration for this 
project was given to us by Saxmundham 
resident Jean-Jaques DeBelgeonne who 
is incredibly passionate about growing 
sunflowers and wants to share his expertise 
with the community. Together, with the 
Town Council’s Sax Green Team, we’re 
aiming to work with local schools, care 
homes, businesses and volunteers to bring 
it to fruition.

Join us & get planting!

There will be a pop-up stall on Samundham 
Market 20th April 10am-1pm where you 
can sow sunflower seeds for your own 
garden and the community flower beds.  
Green Team leader, Amy will be there 
to welcome anyone who wants to get 
involved. Help us fill our town with sunshine 
this summer!

Sunflower awards

In September, after a season of growing, 
we’ll be awarding prizes to the most 
interesting sunflowers, with categories 
including tallest, shortest, most heads etc. 
Watch this space for further details.
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About us

In the spring of 2010, dozens of 
photographs and other records of village 
life were brought to an event in Benhall 
Church. One result of this was that the 
Benhall and Sternfield History Group was 
established, aiming to preserve some 
of this material for future generations to 
enjoy. Since then, the Group has organised 
History Walks, Reminiscence Events, and 
has published several village calendars. 

Last year the Group settled into new 
premises at the Little Barn, Smoke House 
Farm, Sandy Lane, Sternfield. Here we 
have been able to bring together all the 
records collected over the years and create 
a community archive.

Programme 2022

An evening with Bob Sharman, Jan 19th 
review

Our first face to face speaker for almost 
2 years, Benhall resident Bob Sharman 
started his talk by ringing the old school 
bell from the former school in Benhall 
Low Street. A short history about other 
schools in Benhall was followed by witty, 
informative and interactive reminiscing 
about his school days at the current Primary 
School which was opened in 1848. 

His memories included walking from Low 
Street to Farnham to catch the school bus, 
via the sweet shop, as well as: 1/3 pint milk 
bottles, frozen in winter; outside toilets; 
Sports with Mr. Lavis the Head, as well as 
learning to swim in the open pool; hot 
meals cooked and served in Benhall Hut; 

watching school programs in black & white 
on the TV and lovely stories being read 
to the class. Bob showed many photos 
including these two school images of Bob 
(left) and his friend Graham Smith (right), 
now resident in Saxmundham.

The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission Feb 16th review

An excellent talk by Sophie Newton about 
the formation of the CWGC and how to 
access their archives. Additionally, Sophie 
mentioned Charles Baker born in Sweffling 
in 1888 who started working for the IWGC 
in France after WWI and who was captured 
whilst working in Merville cemetery during 
WWII. 

A book about his life story is available for 
loan, contact Jane 01728 564254.

Upcoming Jubilee Exhibition - request 
for material

The History Group are looking to create a 
display in the Benhall Social Club about the 
Coronation and subsequent Jubilees that 
occurred in Benhall and Sternfield, whether 
5th year Jubilee or Silver in 1977, Diamond 
in 2012 or any other Jubilee and we would 
like your help! 

Please contact us with any newspaper 
articles you may have saved, photographs, 
or tell us your memories. Did you ever meet 
any of the Royal family who often visited 
Benhall and Sternfield? 

Then we would like to hear from you too. 
All material will be scanned and returned to 
you. Please contact Karen 01728 605709.

Jane Evans

BENHALL & STERNFIELD HISTORY GROUP

The Wednesday Toddler group began in 
Saxmundham under the umbrella of St. 
John the Baptist Church, Saxmundham in 
2004. It took over from an Outreach Group 
FLAME in Woodbridge.

The group started in the Youth Club at what 
was then the Middle School but moved to 
the Fromus Centre when the Meadowbrook 
Nursery was developed on the site.

Wenesday Toddlers was staffed by 
volunteers from St. John’s church and a very 
loyal Louise Coleman. It provided a safe 
place for children under 4 and their carers 

to meet, chat, play, craft, have a drink, 
and have fun. Many children and adults 
have passed through its doors during the 
16 years. It operated every Wednesday 
morning during term time, from 2004 till 
March 2020 when Covid 19 struck.

In June 2021, IP17GNS responded to a 
need and began the ‘Gather and Grow’ 
group in Market Hall in Saxmundham on 
Wednesday mornings (recently changed 
toThursday mornings).

Wednesday Toddlers finally folded 
completely in December 2021 when all its 

toys and equipment were given away to 
‘Busy Bees’, (Mondays in St John’s Church) 
and ‘Gather and Grow’ and a local charity 
shop in the town.

The residual cash in hand of £266 was 
given to DEC, for the Afghanistan Appeal, 
on 23rd December 2021. The remaining 
money, in the St John’s ringfenced account 
- £1144.43 has been given to UNICEF for 
the Ukraine Appeal.

Jill Sedge

WEDNESDAY TODDLER GROUP

Graham SmithBob Sharman
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SAX’S SUMMER FESTIVAL IS BACK
After a two-year forced absence through 
COVID lockdowns and restrictions 
Saxmundham’s weekend summer outdoor 
music festival is back.

A popular event in Suffolk’s recent summer 
calendar, the new look Sax Community 
Fest will take place during Friday 29 and 
Saturday 30 July and will be held on 
the Saxmundham Free School playing 
fields. Headline tribute bands, who will 
be confirmed shortly, will perform each 
evening. Entry is free.

For 2022, Sax Community Fest bears a new 
name, reflecting a development from its 
roots back in 2014 as a purely music festival 
towards being a true community event with 
the addition of non-music entertainment 
and activities, and a range of meeting 
facilities.   

The two-day event will have food stalls, 
a licensed bar, and a community cafe 
run by Rotary for elderly, vulnerable, and 
disabled visitors to enjoy the event in a 
professionally managed secure and safe 
environment. 

Children will be able to have free hands-on 
arts and craft making experiences, and take 
part in dance and music workshops under 
professional instruction in a marquee. 

Another marquee will house a ‘Sax 
information zone’, offering consultation 
services for young people about local 
employment, and advice on health and 
wellbeing.

Saxmundham’s IP17 Good Neighbour 
scheme will assist with volunteers 
to oversee the various activities and 
marshalling duties. 

Sax Community Fest director and local 
resident, Terry Barrow, explained the 
thinking behind the festival’s new look: 

“With all the social deprivation, anxiety 
and misery that COVID has caused to 
the people of Saxmundham, we want to 
stage a truly inclusive community event, 
building on our previous experience of Sax 
music fest, and offer not only music, which 
remains the core entertainment, but also 
introduce other activities. Our aim is to help 
people to relax and socialise again, putting 

behind them the darkness 
of the past two years, 
through two days of fun and enjoyment”.  

Already, the festival has won financial 
support from Saxmundham Town Council, 
East Suffolk District Council, Suffolk County 
Council, the Seckford Trust, and Adnams. 

A further £5000 still needs to be raised 
to ensure all the planned activities and 
facilities can go ahead. Donations can be 
made through PayPal and/or credit/debit 
card at www.saxmusicfest.co.uk front page.

Potential sponsors can visit sponsorship@
saxmusicfest.co.uk to discuss arrangements. 
All confirmed sponsors will be credited 
through the festival’s advertising.

Further news and updates will be 
announced on the festival’s Facebook page 
and website, www.saxmusicfest.co.uk

Tribute bands at previous Saxfest events 
have been the music of Abba, the Rolling 
Stones, ELO, the Bee Gees, Robbie 
Williams and Madonna.
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uPVC Windows and Doors  |  Composite Doors
Double Glazing Repairs  |  Misty Glass Sealed Units Replaced

01728 833517  |  www.coastalglazinguk.com  |  enquiries@coastalglazinguk.com
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World of Wellness
Health & iVF Consultancy

iVF Consultancy & support for infertility Treatments
Bio-resonance Health Diagnostics & Therapy

Body & Facial Beauty Treatments & Natural Rejuvenation

We are currently offering a FREE 30 minute
‘Diagnostics Health Check & Consultancy’

To find out more, please give us a call on: 07542 778243
or email: ip.consultancylimited@gmail.com

★ ★

Opening times
Mon-Fri: 9.00am to 5.00pm

Saturday: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Sunday:                   Closed

23 High Street  |  Saxmundham  |  Suffolk  |  IP17 1DF
t 01728 602116         e jackey@btconnect.com         w www.jackeyl.co.uk

Exquisite Jewellery for 

Full repair service, 
stringing, bespoke service, 
batteries and straps.

All Occasions and Budgets.

JEWELLERS LTD

TONY BROWN’S FUNERAL SERVICE
Est.1979

Proudly independent family run business

The Funeral Parlour, New Cut, Saxmundham,Suffolk, IP17 1EH
T:01728 603108 

E: office@tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk
www.tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Owners of The Greenwood Burial Ground, Farnham

The ideal base from which to explore the 
stunning Suffolk Coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

The ideal base from which to explore the
 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 

or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk The ideal base from which to explore the

 stunning Suffolk coast and countryside, 
or just relax and put your feet up.

01728 831655
www.cakesandale.co.uk

01728 831655
reception@cakesandale.co.uk  www.cakesandale.co.uk

MUSICIANS WANTED!
The Band of The Royal British Legion, Leiston

The band are currently recruiting new members. If you can play a brass or percussion 
instrument, we would love to hear from you.  

We rehearse in our band room on Victory Road, Leiston 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 8pm til 9.30pm

For those just starting out we also offer a training band and drum school.
For further information please contact:

Band Secretary on: 
Mobile: 07989 979810 or email nikkionbrass@hotmail.co.uk

Bandmaster on:
Mobile: 07388 868247 or email peter.gray8@ntlworld.com

Home Answerphone (Please leave a message) 01473 413723

To find out more information about the band  follow us on Facebook or take a
look at our website www.leistonband.org
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On 14th Feb St John’s Church hosted ‘After-Thoughts’, a Valentine’s 
evening of Puddings, Poems and Fizz! It was a great event 
organised by Marion Hedley Lewis and some of the Community 
Fridge Team. Around 65 people enjoyed the evening which was a 
buzz of conversation interspersed with a great selection of poems 
and delicious puddings! The two pictures show Marion introducing 
Tom who read a very funny limerick and a group photo which also 
illustrates the versatile use of the re-ordered church interior. 

Thank you Marion, it was a lovely evening!

What is your favourite memory of Easter? 

I can vividly remember as a child waking up on holiday and hunting 
for my Easter egg. I can recall the excitement of opening the bright 
packaging, tearing off the foil (my sister used to take it off carefully 
then smooth it) and then shaking the egg to hear the rattle of the 
sweets inside.

I’m slightly disappointed now that I’m older that the eggs are 
smaller and it’s increasingly harder to find good ones with lots of 
other chocolates in the middle. Perhaps it’s just me though. 

I can also remember the joyous feeling of the school holidays at 
Easter. Two weeks of sleeping in, no homework, and the increasingly 
better weather meaning lots of time outside. I am slightly envious 
of my school-aged daughters as they experience these things for 
themselves.

How we remember things is important to us. When we gather with 
friends we often retell old stories or share old jokes and families 
have traditions not just at Christmas but often at birthdays or other 
significant occasions too.

At Easter in church we will gather to remember what we believe is 
the most significant event in history – Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Through Lent (the time between Ash Wednesday and Easter 
Sunday) we have been reminding ourselves of God’s love for us, his 
care and compassion towards all creation, and the hope that the 
Easter events bring.

As a world we have watched with horror the events in Ukraine. It 
has been heartening to see our community’s response through 
donations and actions to support those in need. I feel for the 
children who won’t experience an ‘Easter holiday off school’ like 
I remember. For those separated from loved ones either because 
they have fled or because they are stuck. 

At times like this it can be really hard to have hope.

However, we believe that at the first Easter Jesus died - showing us 
how much God loves the world. We believe that isn’t the end of the 
story though and that on the third day Jesus rose again – defeating 
death and restoring our relationship with God. This gives us hope 
– that even in the darkest of times and most difficult of situations 
God’s love can shine through and that death has no more power 
because of Jesus’ resurrection.

It is this hoped that we celebrate at Easter. Bunnies, flowers, and 
the Easter eggs that we share are signs of new life - a way of 
remembering Jesus’ resurrection as he came back from the dead to 
new life.

We would love to celebrate Easter with you, why not join us at 
something across the benefice (our group of churches) this Easter?

You can find out more at www.skc.church

Dave Preece

Priest in Charge

Saxmundham with Kelsale cum Carlton

S K C CHURCH
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Come along to our Halesworth Campus

TASTER EVENT
Harrisons Lane, Halesworth IP19 8PY

Book your place: www.suffolk.ac.uk/tasterevents | 01473 382778 | info@suffolk.ac.uk |

Events, Tourism and Travel | Art, Design & Media | Professional Cookery | Construction
Motor Vehicle | Hairdressing | Food Preparation and Cooking | Games Art | Games Design

14/05/22
9:30am - 12noon

ON THE COAST
“I consider it to be a rare privilege 
to help support the people 
of Leiston, Halesworth and 
surrounding areas.” That is the 
view of Sherry Storer who works 
for two Suffolk New College On 
The Coast campuses based in 
East Suffolk. This month we find 
out why it’s a ‘rare privilege’ and 
ask Sherry about her future plans.

Give us a bit of background 
about the campuses:

“In 2018, Suffolk New College 
opened a College On The 
Coast campus in Leiston. The 
idea behind this was to support 
people of all ages who are living 
in areas that are perceived to be 
rurally isolated. Two years on, a 
second College On the Coast was 
launched in Halesworth with the 
same intentions.”

So what is the vision?

“The vison of these two campuses 
is to work closely with local 
partners, develop business 
links, provide specific learning 
opportunities for 16 to 18 year 
olds, support families and 
individuals who are living in this 
part of the region and to develop 
community links.”

You say you want to work with 
the community – tell us what 
you’ve done and what your 
future plans are:

“In addition to offering courses, 

we want to reach out to the local 
community to support them via 
the programmes we offer and 
the events that we host. In terms 
of events, at the end of last year, 
we created a jobs fair for people 
held in Leiston. In relation to our 
support of the local community, 
thanks to a link up with East 
Suffolk Council, a group of 
Halesworth District Councillors 
helped fund a series of cooking 
workshops aimed at supporting 
low income families, our games 
design learners recently spent a 
day with the local artist, Laurence 
Edwards, who created the iconic 
Yoxman sculpture. His session 
really inspired our students. In 
terms of future plans, we are in 
the process of developing leisure 
learning courses for people of 
all ages. As part of our work with 
the community, we have a salon 
at our campus in Halesworth 
that offers people the chance to 
enjoy a variety of different hair 
and beauty treatments at very 
affordable prices.”

What kind of leisure courses will 
you be offering?

“The idea is to create a series of 
masterclasses with inspirational 
people who are living in the 
county. We are looking to team 
up local food partners and chefs 
with the aim of hosting a weekend 
culinary experience. Other 
courses will offer participants the 
chance to indulge their passion 
for a subject that they love in a 
relaxed environment that may 
lead to life-long friendships.”

So what’s on offer at the 
Halesworth campus in terms of 
full and part time options?

“We have a mixture of level 
one and level two Catering, 
Construction, Engineering, 

English, Hair and Beauty, 
Hospitality, Maths and Motor 
Vehicle programmes.”

And what’s on offer in Leiston?

“We have supported several 
hundred students since opening 
and from September 2022, 
options will include Art, Games 
design, Media and Events, Travel 
and Tourism. There are so many 
options in terms of supporting 
the arts and the tourism industries 
in this part of the county and 
our courses will all be aimed 
at creating skilled and talented 
individuals who will gain the 
skills they need to enable them 
to support the local businesses 
involved in tourism and the arts.” 

So why should people choose to 
study or work with us?

“I consider this to be a rare 
privilege to help support the 
people of Leiston and Halesworth 
and surrounding areas. We are 
incredibly excited to have been 
given the opportunity help 
learners of all ages to progress 
with us to further and higher 
educational opportunities and 
careers. We are keen to work with 
as many people and businesses 
as possible – so my message is – 
reach out to us – we would love 
to hear from you.”

Anything else you would like to 
mention Sherry?

“I think it’s worth noting that 
we are currently working on a 
transport strategy to help enable 
students in and around Leiston 
and Halewsorth to access our 
campuses more easily. Also, 
if people want to have a look 
at what we do, they can visit: 
www.suffolk.ac.uk or call 01473 
382778.”
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Come along to our Halesworth Campus

TASTER EVENT
Harrisons Lane, Halesworth IP19 8PY

Book your place: www.suffolk.ac.uk/tasterevents | 01473 382778 | info@suffolk.ac.uk |

Events, Tourism and Travel | Art, Design & Media | Professional Cookery | Construction
Motor Vehicle | Hairdressing | Food Preparation and Cooking | Games Art | Games Design

14/05/22
9:30am - 12noon

ON THE COAST
“I consider it to be a rare privilege 
to help support the people 
of Leiston, Halesworth and 
surrounding areas.” That is the 
view of Sherry Storer who works 
for two Suffolk New College On 
The Coast campuses based in 
East Suffolk. This month we find 
out why it’s a ‘rare privilege’ and 
ask Sherry about her future plans.

Give us a bit of background 
about the campuses:

“In 2018, Suffolk New College 
opened a College On The 
Coast campus in Leiston. The 
idea behind this was to support 
people of all ages who are living 
in areas that are perceived to be 
rurally isolated. Two years on, a 
second College On the Coast was 
launched in Halesworth with the 
same intentions.”

So what is the vision?

“The vison of these two campuses 
is to work closely with local 
partners, develop business 
links, provide specific learning 
opportunities for 16 to 18 year 
olds, support families and 
individuals who are living in this 
part of the region and to develop 
community links.”

You say you want to work with 
the community – tell us what 
you’ve done and what your 
future plans are:

“In addition to offering courses, 

we want to reach out to the local 
community to support them via 
the programmes we offer and 
the events that we host. In terms 
of events, at the end of last year, 
we created a jobs fair for people 
held in Leiston. In relation to our 
support of the local community, 
thanks to a link up with East 
Suffolk Council, a group of 
Halesworth District Councillors 
helped fund a series of cooking 
workshops aimed at supporting 
low income families, our games 
design learners recently spent a 
day with the local artist, Laurence 
Edwards, who created the iconic 
Yoxman sculpture. His session 
really inspired our students. In 
terms of future plans, we are in 
the process of developing leisure 
learning courses for people of 
all ages. As part of our work with 
the community, we have a salon 
at our campus in Halesworth 
that offers people the chance to 
enjoy a variety of different hair 
and beauty treatments at very 
affordable prices.”

What kind of leisure courses will 
you be offering?

“The idea is to create a series of 
masterclasses with inspirational 
people who are living in the 
county. We are looking to team 
up local food partners and chefs 
with the aim of hosting a weekend 
culinary experience. Other 
courses will offer participants the 
chance to indulge their passion 
for a subject that they love in a 
relaxed environment that may 
lead to life-long friendships.”

So what’s on offer at the 
Halesworth campus in terms of 
full and part time options?

“We have a mixture of level 
one and level two Catering, 
Construction, Engineering, 

English, Hair and Beauty, 
Hospitality, Maths and Motor 
Vehicle programmes.”

And what’s on offer in Leiston?

“We have supported several 
hundred students since opening 
and from September 2022, 
options will include Art, Games 
design, Media and Events, Travel 
and Tourism. There are so many 
options in terms of supporting 
the arts and the tourism industries 
in this part of the county and 
our courses will all be aimed 
at creating skilled and talented 
individuals who will gain the 
skills they need to enable them 
to support the local businesses 
involved in tourism and the arts.” 

So why should people choose to 
study or work with us?

“I consider this to be a rare 
privilege to help support the 
people of Leiston and Halesworth 
and surrounding areas. We are 
incredibly excited to have been 
given the opportunity help 
learners of all ages to progress 
with us to further and higher 
educational opportunities and 
careers. We are keen to work with 
as many people and businesses 
as possible – so my message is – 
reach out to us – we would love 
to hear from you.”

Anything else you would like to 
mention Sherry?

“I think it’s worth noting that 
we are currently working on a 
transport strategy to help enable 
students in and around Leiston 
and Halewsorth to access our 
campuses more easily. Also, 
if people want to have a look 
at what we do, they can visit: 
www.suffolk.ac.uk or call 01473 
382778.”
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RIVERVIEW
GARDENING

Garden & Grounds Maintenance

Providing all aspects of garden and grounds
maintenance to both domes�c and commercial

customers, Ride-on lawnmower available
Green waste removed

EXPERIENCED -  QUALIFIED -  INSURED

Call Oliver - 07779152936 - 01728561990
Email - riverviewgardening@gmail.com

M O D E R N  |  V I N TA G E  |  R E T R O

L I F E S T Y L E  &  L I V I N G

0 1 7 2 8  7 2 4 5 0 7
2 3  M A R K E T  H I L L
F R A M L I N G H A M

S U F F O L K  |  I P 1 3  9 A N

0 1 7 2 8  8 3 3 0 0 3G L E N N @ L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O MW W W. L E I S T O N P R E S S . C O M

D E L I V E R Y  T O  A N Y W H E R E  I N  T H E  U K Q U I C K  R E S P O N S E  Q U O T E SS A M E  D AY  T U R N A R O U N D  A VA I L A B L E P A R T  O F  A  C A R B O N  C A P T U R E  S C H E M E

A  F A M I L Y  R U N  B U S I N E S S  W I T H  A  W E A L T H  O F  P R I N T I N G  K N O W L E D G E

If it can be printed Leiston Press will find a way to do it!

Whether you’re searching for printed stationery, shop signage, 
vehicle graphics or bespoke promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great customer service.  We’ll work 
with you to produce products and promotional materials to suit 
your needs and budget.

Our services include lithographic and digital printing, all types of 
signage (including vehicle wraps), printing and publishing. 

You’ll find our prices are very competitive and we offer FREE 
DELIVERY to customers in Suffolk.  

B E S P O K E  S I G N A G E

W E D D I N G  S T A T I O N E R Y

P R O M O T I O N A L  I T E M S

P O C K E T  F O L D E R S

P R I N T I N G S I G N A G E

P U B L I S H I N G V E H I C L E  G R A P H I C S P A C K A G I N G L E A F L E T S  &  B R O C H U R E S

For the complete A1 Home Selec�on Service
Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Professional, reliable and competitive
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

A1Carpets
By Gary Burden
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I have said in previous columns that £3 in every £4 that the 
County Council spends goes on matters related to social care. 
Paying care home fees for elderly people who cannot pay for 
themselves, providing home care for adults with disabilities and 
safeguarding children from exploitation and risk all cost a very 
great deal of money. 

We have to do all these things by law and it is right that we 
deliver them to a very high standard. 

But in carrying out these duties, and paying what they cost, they 
affect only a small percentage of Suffolk’s population. 

The condition of our roads and associated highways matters, 
on the other hand, affects just about all of us. And the County 
Council simply does not have enough money to do what it 
wants to do in this important area.

When I go round to the Parish Councils within Blything Division, 
Highways matters are often top of the agenda, and generate 
heated opinions. I do what I can to help, but I have to be blunt 
in stating that we do not have sufficient budgetary resources to 
be able to do many things, including tasks such as cleaning road 
signs or cutting grass verges more than twice each year. It is 
frustrating for everyone, including me!

One small way we can help is by borrowing money (which is 
repaid over 15 years) for specific projects across the County. In 
2017 we borrowed £20 million to enable over 1,000 miles of 

Suffolk’s roads to be resurfaced, and this target was met in 2021. 
Now we are borrowing another £20 million.

This time the money will be spent on two carefully targeted 
areas: highways flooding and pavement upgrades and repairs. 
£10 million has been allocated to each of these challenges, and 
will be spent over the next three years.

Sometimes flooding on our roads can affect the properties 
nearby and this is often extremely distressing. We have always 
tackled the most urgent cases, but now these extra funds will 
help us dig deep into the backlog of cases. 

It is also good that we are now able to spend considerably more 
on pavements, where work to reset slabs, tackle trip hazards and 
resurface is overdue.

I am pleased to say that some of the early action on pavements 
will be happening in Saxmundham. By the time you read this 
the work, weather permitting, should be underway. Phase One 
covers from Montagu Drive to Mill Road, and it will be followed 
by work from Mill Road to Chapel Road, Rendham Road to 
Fairfield Road, Chapel Road to North Entrance, Rendham Road 
to Chapel Road, along Mill Road and Chantry Road, into Station 
Approach and Albion Street, and finally along Park End. 

There will be traffic diversions and requests to park cars 
away from the areas where work will take place, but this is a 
relatively minor inconvenience for work which will enhance the 
appearance of a large part of our town.

On a completely different topic of huge concern to many of us 
is Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The County Council is relatively 
powerless but has quickly examined what it buys from Russia 
or if it holds investments in Russian-controlled companies. Its 
gas supplier is Gazprom. We are cancelling that contract and, 
despite considerably higher costs, will source our gas from a 
different supplier. 

Our pension funds holds £4 million of investments in Russian 
companies. 

We have written the value of these investments down to nil, and 
whatever we can sell them for will provide a little compensation. 
These actions are the right thing to do to demonstrate our 
support of Ukraine in their brave defence of their democratic 
country against the Russian giant. 

Our hopes and prayers are with the people of Ukraine who are 
suffering so severely and unjustly. 

As ever, please feel free to contact me on any matter which 
is within the responsibilities of the County Council, and many 
thanks to those of you who do take the trouble to get in touch. 
My contact details are below.

Richard Smith, County Councillor for Blything Division

richard.smith@suffolk.gov.uk   01728 602714

FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR…

Visit www.su olkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk

YOU NEED ME
SUFFOLK ENERGY

ACTION SOLUTIONS

BIODIVERSITY 
PROTECTION 

WE MUST CHALLENGE 
ScottishPower & National Grid 

ONSHORE PLANS

I’m a pollinator
Hairy 
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Easter  
Sunday Lunch 
Sunday 17th April 

Served from 12 noon  
Celebrate Easter with a delicious  

3 course meal in The Park Restaurant. 
 

£25 for 3 courses       
Children 5-12 years old half price 
Children under 5 years old FREE 

 Pre-booking is essential 

t  01394 383555 
w www.uffordpark.co.uk 

Yarmouth Road, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1QW

2022 03 Woodbridge Talk Easter.qxp_135mm h x 89mm w  07/03/2022  14  

LADIES “GIVE GOLF A GO” 
at 

WOODBRIDGE GOLF CLUB 

FREE taster sessions for beginners 

Saturday 7th & 21st May 

Call 01394 383213 for more information 
Or email:professional@woodbridgegolfclub.co.uk 

        
VELA ART GALLERY         
We are an art gallery and German 
café bar on Saxmundham High 
Street, providing a contemporary 
art space to enjoy good artisan 
coffee with homemade German 
cakes and savoury dishes. One can 
also enjoy a glass of wine, bubbly 
drink or German beer.  
There is a courtyard at the rear for 
warmer weather, and wood burners inside for colder winter 
months. Dogs welcome.  

The shop offers original art for 
sale and also a range of 
beautiful gifts inspired by 
Nordic, German and local 
design.  
Vela has a varied events 
programme including live 
music, art exhibitions and free 
German & French 
conversation sessions, 
amongst others.  

For more details please see our website www.velapartners.co.uk; 
Instagram - #velapartners; or Facebook - @VelaArtGallery 
We are open 4 days a week. Opening hours are: 
Thursday 10am – 5pm; Friday & Saturday 10am – 9pm; Sunday 
11am – 4pm.  LGBTQ+ friendly.  
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The calendar of community events organised by the Friends of 
St Peter’s Church Sibton is up and running. We’re on a roll again 
after two years of postponements and cancellations.  

On Saturday 23rd April we hold the Suffolk Book launch of 
‘The Ghost of Pendlesham Priory’, a book for children aged 14 
and upwards, a good read for adults too. 

Inspired by a visit to the Sibton Abbey Ruins years ago, the 
author Jan Williams has been haunted by a ghost who needs to 
tell her story to today’s children, and the book is that story.

Books have always been a draw at Sibton. The annual ‘Books-
‘n-Bric-a-Brac Sale’ is back again on the Spring Bank Holiday 
weekend at the end of April. 

Here is a well-known source of all things second hand and of 
excellent quality.  This year it will also be a sale of MIGHTY 
PROPORTION.

We are pleased that the Suffolk Strings Orchestra are visiting on 
May 15th. Their concert begins at 3pm and there is a feast of 
tea and cake to follow. This has become a bit of a tradition at 
Sibton. The soaring sound of strings is not to be missed.

Previous generations of the Friends of St Peter’s, Sibton have 
done so much to bring the church building back from near ruin. 

They have provided excellent facilities for community events, 
and worship, begun with the founding of the church in 1150AD, 
continues to today. To be able to sing Evening Prayer in such 
surroundings is a special privilege.  

Our celebration of 25 years since the founding of the charity of 
the Friends of St Peter’s, Sibton takes a more rumbustious turn. 
On 17th July, by kind permission of The Levett-Scrivener family 
we are holding a medieval pageant in the grounds of the Sibton 
Abbey Ruins. 

The site is designated as an Ancient Monument. Normally a 
closed site since it remains in private hands, the Ruins are cur-
rently being conserved and stabilised.

It is a huge privilege to be able to use the nearby ground for the 
pageant. We are organising a fun day for the family with a full 
medieval flavour. 

There will also be Morris dancers, and minstrels, a hog roast is 
being organised by Bramfield Meats, and pizza for modern time 
taste by Pomarola Pizza. In the monastic tradition of brewing ale, 
there will be a licenced bar selling beers and soft drinks. 

The Norfolk & Norwich Medieval Association can provide dis-
plays of the kind of life that would have surrounded the Abbey 
whilst it was active. 

Children will be in medieval dress for a fancy dress competition, 
and there will be suitable games and guided tours of the Abbey 
site. What a day! 

You can book tickets now on Eventbrite, but hurry as admission 
is limited.

Do watch out for this event and others being planned for later in 
the year! 

There will be a ‘Two Villages Yard Sale’ shared between Sibton 
and Peasenhall 27th – 29th August and in the autumn – Sep-
tember/October time there are plans for a Wine Tasting, Harvest 
Supper and Jazz unlimited with ‘Speak Easy’

THE FRIENDS OF SIBTON CHURCH

Visit www.su olkenergyactionsolutions.co.uk

Will you miss my song?
WHEN I’M GONE

SUFFOLK ENERGY
ACTION SOLUTIONS

Wildlife under Threat from 
Energy Infrastructure Projects. 

Find out more at SEAS

The Nightingale 
is critically 
endangered

BIODIVERSITY 
PROTECTION 
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Pauls Tree Services
Lazy Acres, Lower Road Falkenham, Suffolk

Tel: 01394 277776 | Mob: 07979 226497
Email: paulstreeservicesltd@hotmail.com

Visit: www.paulstreeservices.co.uk

• All aspects of Tree Surgery & Felling

• Hedge Trimming

• Pruning and Reshaping

• Stump Grinding

• Emergency Services Available

• Full Insured

• All waste chipped and removed from site

• Free quotes on request

• Professional work at a fair price

Garolla garage doors are expertly made to 
measure in our own UK factories, they’re strong 
and solidly built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Give us a call today and we’ll come and 
measure up completely FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01728 490 014
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:
• FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING
• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS
• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR
• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

Now only 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

41 Barrack Sq, Martlesham, Ipswich IP5 3RF   Free parking

Our friendly, local solicitors are on hand to 
advise you on a host of legal matters, including 
buying and selling property, family breakdown, 
making a will or developing your business. 

Whatever life brings 
we’re always here for you

Life   |   Land   |   Business

Visit barkergotelee.co.uk or call 01473 611211
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Open for visitors

Saxmundham Museum is now open for the 
new season. The Museum looks forwards to 
welcoming new visitors and old friends alike 
over the coming months. 

Our doors will be open every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday (excluding Good Friday) 
and Saturday from 10.00am – 1.00pm from 
now to the end of September. 

Why not pop in and see our new displays 
and take a look at some of the historic 
aspects of our important market town. We 
also have a great new collection of gifts and 
souvenirs.

On 30th March several Friends and support-
ers joined us for our official Preview Evening 
and several commented on the refreshing 
new look to The Museum.

Saturday 23rd April 3.00pm – 8.00pm 

Saxmundham Museum will be supporting 
The Town Council at several of the events to 
mark the 750th anniversary of the granting of 
The Town’s Charter. On Saturday 23rd April 
we will be at The Market Hall from 3.00pm – 
8.00pm.  Local residents are invited to bring 
along an old piece of memorabilia or an 
object from the past and we will record and 
photograph it for posterity. Jeremy Smith 
will also officially launch the 750th anniver-
sary celebrations that are planned to take 
place later in the year. Refreshments will be 
available.

Film Evening   28th April - A Star Is Born

Our film planned for April Thursday 28th 
April is ‘A Star Is Born’, starring Bradley Coo-
per and Lady Gaga. Doors open at 7.00pm 
for a 7.30pm start. To reserve your seat for 
film evenings by call Peter or Sally on 01728 
605744.  Suggested donation £5 per head.

Stewards Needed

If you, or anyone you know, could spare just 
three hours a month, why not join our happy 
band of Museum Stewards. 

For more details, please e-mail info@
saxmundhammuseum.org.uk or drop a note 
through the door of The Museum.

SAXMUNDHAM MUSEUM 

APR 7 Talk at Saxmundham Library. 
Join BSEVC Later Life Community for a 
Community Cuppa and to find out more 
about their services

APR 9 Faure’s Requiem and Pergolesi’s 
Stabat Mater. Pakefield Singers, conductor 
Vetta Wise. St Mary’s Church, Halesworth 
P19 8LL. 7.30pm. No interval. Tickets 
£12.50 (under 16 free) from The Halesworth 
Bookshop 42 Thoroughfare, ‘Take Note 
Music’, 11 Grove Road, Lowestoft, and on 
the door. Information/ticket line -01502 
5733733. Visit: www.pakefieldsingers.com 
and follow on Facebook

APR 13 & 27h. NEW creative writing 
group with writer/editor Natasha O’Brien. 
Every Fortnight at Saxmundham Library. 
All abilities & genres welcome! 1pm - 
2.30pm. Donations appreciated to support 
Saxmundham Library 

APR 17 Easter Egg Hunt. 3pm at 
Saxmundham Adventure Playground. 
Cardboard eggs are hidden around the 
playground (to enable us to do this we will 
be closing the playground from 2.30 - 3pm 
on the day). At 3pm the Egg Hunt begins 
and once the children have found the 
cardboard eggs they can exchange them for 
chocolate eggs (we provide the eggs). The 
weather has always played an important part 
in encouraging families to attend but come 

rain, sunshine or even snow we will be there 
and hope you will too. There is no charge 
for this event but there will be a donation 
bucket

APR 17 Quiz Night at Kelsale Social Club. 
7:30pm

APR 18 Ace Karaoke at Kelsale Social 
Club. 3pm

APR 18 Easter Monday. Alde Valley 
Ramblers. Knodishall & Friston 5.8 mile 
walk across Knodishall Green then across 
Friston moor towards Friston church. Meet 
in car park in School lane Knodishall about 
200m north of Butchers’ Arms at 10.30am 
TM433610 www.aldevalleyramblers.
onesuffolk.net

APR 25 Spring Coffee Morning. 10am to 
12.30pm at The Riverside Centre, Stratford 
St Andrew, IP17 1LJ. In aid of St Mary’s 
Church Farnham with Stratford St Andrew. 
Escape those Monday Morning Blues - join 
us for coffee and a chat. A variety of stalls to 
browse. The opportunity to win a prize in the 
raffle. Outdoor children’s play area.

APR 29 Want to get serious about 
your writing? Join other writers on a 
day-long, tutor-led retreat at the bright & 
warm Huntingfield Hub near Halesworth 
(IP19 0QH). Either bring your own Work In 

Progress or be inspired by Annie Edge’s 
writing prompts and ideas to get you started. 
10am - 3pm. £25 (free tea & coffee provided. 
bring your own lunch or order at pub). To 
book your place email: annette.edge@gmail.
com

APR 30 Live Music at Kelsale Social Club. 
Steve Boyce

APR 30, MAY 1 & 2 A Festival of Flowers 
and Art. St Margaret’s Church, Leiston. 
Refreshments, Raffle and Retiring collection. 
Sat: 10am – 4pm; Sun: 12noon – 5pm; Mon: 
10am – 4pm

MAY 2 Bank Holiday Monday. Alde Valley 
Ramblers. Sutton common & Shottisham 
7.2 mile walk. Woods, tracks and sandlings. 
Meet at Sutton Common car park opposite 
old Woodbridge Air Base at 10.30am 
TM316480 www.aldevalleyramblers.
onesuffolk.net

APR 28 Alde Valley Ramblers. POUND 
FARM, WOODLAND TRUST. This a special 
walk commencing with breakfast at 9am at 
the Juniper Barn, Rendham. The 6.5 mile 
walk will start at 10am to and around Pound 
Farm, Woodland Trust. Meet at the Juniper 
Barn car park TM349644. Contact Robert: 
07595818748 or robertbudd@gmail to book 
a place. Full details can be found at www.
aldevalleyramblers.onesuffolk.net

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Courtyard Display At The Museum
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Equal access to girls’ football Festival

Following the impact of the pandemic, three high schools within 
the Seckford Education Trust wanted to create an event which 
aimed to engage more young females playing Football.

In line with the Football Association and Barclay’s ‘biggest ever 
football session for girls’ (a national campaign), SET Ixworth 
School hosted just under 100 young females from their trust 
schools including SET Beccles and Saxmundham school. By 
2024, The FA’s and Barclays’ ambition is for girls to have the 
same football opportunities as boys in schools and clubs. 
#LetGirlsPlay is a campaign to drive influence and change 
perceptions, showing that football can and should be played 
by girls. It is bringing together a growing community of people 
of all genders, ages and backgrounds who want to champion 
equal access for girls, helping create independent, resilient 
young girls who will be a force for good in all local communities.

Students from all three schools were selected specifically for the 
opportunity - which wanted to involve students who had no, or 
very little previous experience of playing Football, and young 
people were selected by school staff aiming to see a positive 
impact from them being more active.

The event was also supported by Suffolk FA, and was attended 
by Kirsty Smith, who is actively trying to create more inclusive 
Football provisions across the county.

Quote from Mr D Burton (Lead practitioner – PE): “As a group of 
small, rural schools, we were keen to connect to create a unique 
opportunity and take our young female students outside of their 
comfort zone. All 3 of the SET secondary schools are developing 
provisions to allow females equal access to football – and this 
project was a great way to launch our work”.

Quote from Kirsty Smith (Suffolk FA): “It was great to see the 
girls turn up and throw themselves into something that they 
haven’t done before. They all worked together and mixed with 
other students from other schools. Events like this are brilliant 
for students to take part in as they encompass physical activity, 
fun and social skills. It was great to be part of such an event”

Quote from Mark Barrow (CEO, Seckford Education Trust): “As 
a Trust, we were keen to create an opportunity for students 
within any one of our schools to feel part of something ‘bigger’, 
this festival reinforced the collaboration between our schools, 
teachers, and more importantly students.”

Quote from one of the students: “When I knew we were going 
to be playing Football, I didn’t really want to go – but my 
teacher asked me to give it a try . . . I am so glad I did, I have 
had lots of fun, met some people from other schools, and 
enjoyed a day outside. I think I also got better at football!”

The event was also supported by a group of student leaders 
– many of which had no previous experience of leading large 
groups of young people.

SECKFORD EDUCATION TRUST
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Your NEW Community Radio station, 
is here and can be heard every weekend. 

     Find us online at: www.abcradio.co.uk and via 

We are broadcasting every Friday evening 
from 5.00pm, all day Saturday from 8.00am 

and on Sundays from 10.00am. 
If you’re a Leiston business or organisation and 
have a story or event you’d like ABC Radio to 

cover, please email us at: studio@abcradio.co.uk 

Your NEW Community Radio station, 
is here and can be heard every weekend. 

     Find us online at: www.abcradio.co.uk and via 

We are broadcasting every Friday evening 
from 5.00pm, all day Saturday from 8.00am 

and on Sundays from 10.00am. 
If you’re a Saxmundham business or organisation 
and have a story or event you’d like ABC Radio to 
cover, please email us at: studio@abcradio.co.uk 

Your NEW Community Radio station, 
is here and can be heard every weekend. 

     Find us online at: www.abcradio.co.uk and via 

We are broadcasting every Friday evening 
from 5.00pm, all day Saturday from 8.00am 

and on Sundays from 10.00am. 
If you’re an Aldeburgh business or organisation and 

have a story or event you’d like ABC Radio to 
cover, please email us at: studio@abcradio.co.uk 

Your NEW Community Radio station, 
is here and can be heard every weekend. 

     Find us online at: www.abcradio.co.uk and via 

We are broadcasting every Friday evening 
from 5.00pm, all day Saturday from 8.00am 

and on Sundays from 10.00am. 
If you’re a Halesworth business or organisation 

and have a story or event you’d like ABC Radio to 
cover, please email us at: studio@abcradio.co.uk 

The branch has a number of cats with 
various medical or behavioural issues in 
care at the moment. 

This obviously means they have to be 
with us for longer than usual. We have 
also had quite a few more ‘mature’, 
senior kitizens, too. 

These often take more time than usual to 
home as people are not quite as keen to 
take on an older cat. 

This is a shame as they make wonderful 
companions and deserve to live out their 
final years with love and comfort. 

Whatever their issues, we will take the 
time and consideration it needs to find 
them all the most suitable home for each 
of them. 

Cat Care: Cats, unlike dogs do not 
have a ‘sweet tooth’. Most mammals 
experience the taste of sugar as 
pleasant, but domestic cats and other 
felines are indifferent to sweets as their 
taste receptors can’t detect sugar. 

Cat owners may claim that their beloved 
pets love ice cream and chocolate, 
but it’s the fat that cats enjoy. In fact, 
chocolate can be toxic to cats as it 
contains a chemical compound called 
theobromine which is toxic for cats and 
dogs. 

It acts as a stimulant to increase their 
heart rate and a diuretic to increase the 
loss of their bodily fluids, both of which 
can prove fatal. 

So, another good excuse to keep those 
Easter eggs for yourself and well away 
from your curious feline.

Cat looking for a Home: .This tabby 
chap is Charlie. We don’t know his age, 
but we think he is between four and 
six years old. He is a lovely bear of a 
cat who enjoys a fuss and his food! He 
occasionally forgets his manners and will 
try and nip, so would be best in a home 
without young children. 

Charlie would also like to be the only cat. 
If you can offer him his new start in life, 
please call us soon.

See our website: framandsax.cats.org.
uk or telephone 01728 723499 for more 
information about adopting cats in our 
care; how to become a member of the 
branch; event dates; neutering; cat-care 
leaflets; how to become a volunteer 
fundraiser or fosterer, make a donation 
and other ways you can support us. 

Also find us on Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube.

FRAMLINGHAM AND 
SAXMUNDHAM CATS PROTECTION 
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Assuming Potential or Lost Legacy?

With only a few weeks now until the 
national summer sport gets underway, I 
write this as Chair of Saxmundham Cricket 
Club with some hope, yet apprehension, 
because as with other clubs across 
our region, participant numbers have 
dwindled over recent years which has 
even forced some to fold.

Founded in 1984, Saxmundham CC are 
your local cricket club. 

We are a family friendly and socially 
minded club and are always on the 
lookout for new members, players, 
sponsors and supporters. 

We have an eclectic mix of differing ages, 
nationalities and skill levels and this is 
galvanised by one shared goal, which is to 
enjoy the game and enjoy the day out. 

We believe that Cricket is a game that 
absolutely anyone can play or get 
involved with and that is how it should be.   

We begin this season in Division 8 of the 
Two Counties Championship and play our 
home games on Saturdays up at Carlton 
Park in Saxmundham (behind the caravan 
site). 

It’s a scenic little ground and our small but 
loyal group of supporters will turn up in 
rain, wind or shine to enjoy the serenity 
and local action of willow on leather.

We hold our club practice ‘net’ nights at 
the ground on Tuesday evenings from 
6pm and will play T20 matches later in the 
summer on these nights too (often with 
some music and a little BBQ on the go). 

It’s all very informal and designed to be 
an enjoyable and social affair and anyone 

and everyone is welcome to come along 
and join in and be part of the fun.

After what was wonderfully set up to 
be the catalyst to inject a whole new 
generation of enthusiasm into the sport 
in 2019, we were hit with the Covid 
pandemic - which I’m hoping hasn’t 
stunted all the good work and effort 
previously applied.

It feels like a long time ago now, but 
the summer of 2019 will live long in the 
memory and shouldn’t be overlooked.  

Finally winning the World Cup on that 
magical day at Lords and although 
England failed to regain the Ashes later 
that summer against their old adversary, 
Ben Stokes’ heroic innings at Headingly, 
certainly for every cricket fan in the 
country, gave the equivalent joy or even 
surpassed recapturing the oldest prize in 
the game.  

Nevertheless, the scene was set and the 
aim was clear - to entice youngsters into 
the game and bring back those that may 
have abandoned it.  

A simple aspiration (and boosted with 
the introduction of ECB’s new franchise 
version ‘The Hundred’), to reignite the fun, 
popularity and awareness of the sport for 
the 2020 season.

But then the pandemic came, and it was 
only in 2021 that the season was properly 
completed again domestically and The 
Hundred (albeit a year late) did finally 
take place which on the face of it was a 
success, especially so for the awareness of 
the women’s game.  

Time will now tell whether the past 
two years will have had an adverse 
or favourable effect from those solid 
foundations laid in 2019.  

Locally, whilst our ‘village season’ was 
somewhat stumblingly completed last 
year, it was a season unlike any other 
with many games being cancelled due to 
Covid. 

Other restrictions meaning the lack of 
some basic joys such as using changing 
rooms and the welcome cup of tea and 
cake at ‘half time’ also having to be 
kerbed. 

Thankfully, this year, it finally looks like we 
are getting back to some normality both 
on the field and off it.

If you’re reading this and would like to 
get involved in cricket, whether it be 
after some time away, to get your family/
youngsters involved, to play or support 
or sponsor your local club, or even just to 
come and watch, please get in touch or 
come along to see us. 

You are all very welcome.

One thing is for sure, after the two years 
everyone has just endured, all of us at 
Sax CC are certainly looking forward 
to enjoying this new season and are 
hoping we may see some new faces to 
enjoy it with us and demonstrate that the 
achievements and legacy of 2019 will not 
be forgotten. 

Andy Woodyard

Chairman, Saxmundham Cricket Club  

Visit: saxcricket.co.uk 

Contact (Captain) Tom Feveyear: 

07816856013 

2022 COVID FREE CRICKET

This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.

Woodbridge Talk is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month.  
We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 

The next issue will be published on Tuesday 3rd May, deadline Tuesday 12th April - but the earlier the better to ensure inclusion.

Contacts/Advertisers/Editorial: Louise Gissing at Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, 
Station Road, Leiston, IP16 4JD   lou@tidecollection.com Tel 01728 833003

Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the understanding 
that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.
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www.patmorewatersofteners.co.uk

Non
Electric

Boiler 
Friendly

10 Year 
Guarantee



16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine

Fri 1st & Sat 2nd Apr at 7.15 
Sun 3rd Apr at 6.00 

Mon 4th & Wed 6th Apr at 3.00 
Tues 5th, Thurs 7th, Fri 8th, 

Sat 9th & Sun 10th Apr at 7.15 
 

Catherine Tate in  
 

THE NAN MOVIE 15 
——————————————————— 

 

Mon 4th Apr at 7.15 
Tues 5th Apr at 3.00 
Wed 6th Apr at 7.15 

Thurs 7th Apr at 3.00 
 

Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren in 
 

THE DUKE 12A 
 

———————————————————— 
Fri 8th Apr at 5.00 

Sat 9th - Thurs 14th Apr at 3.00 

THE BAD GUY’S PG 

———————————————————— 
Fri 15th - Thurs 21st Apr at 3.00 

(Not showing Wed 20th Apr) 

SONIC THE 
HEDGEHOG 2 PG 

——————————————————— 
 

Fri 15th - Thurs 21st Apr at 7.15 
 

MORBIUS 15 
——————————————————— 

Fri 22nd & Sat 23rd Apr at 7.15 
Sun 24th Apr at 6.00 

Mon 25th Apr at 3.00 & 7.15 
Tues 26th Apr at 7.15 

Wed 27th Apr at 3.00 & 7.15 
Thurs 28th Apr at 7.15 

Colin Firth and Matthew Macfadyen in 

OPERATION 
MINCEMEAT 12A 

——————————————————— 
 

Sun 24th Apr at 3.00. Tickets: £14.95 
 

THE NORTHERN BALLET 
MERLIN PG 

——————————————————— 
From Fri 29th Apr - NOW BOOKING 

DOWNTON ABBEY: 
A NEW ERA PG Find Leiston Film Theatre at: 74 High Street, Leiston. IP16 4BZ 

 01728 830549  www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Wednesday 20th April at 2.00pm 
                                        The McDougalls return to Leiston Film Theatre this Easter with a  
                                   brand new show for all the family. Wave hello to Max, Auntie Aggie 
and Morag the Rabbit and swim deep under the sea for an enchanting adventure. 
Something fishy is going on in the mystical underwater kingdom, and the mermaids and 
creatures need help. Will the McDougalls save the sea?  TICKETS: £7.50 - BOOK TODAY 

Showing at Leiston Film Theatre 
from the UK release date of Friday 29th April 

The eagerly awaited sequel to the 2019   
    blockbuster. It's a new era for the Crawley  
    family as they prepare to embrace the  
   1930’s, embarking on a grand journey to  
  the South of France to uncover the mystery  
        of the Dowager Countess's newly 
              inherited villa.  


