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Healthcare Homes provides 
care and support appropriate 

to the needs of each 
individual, in a friendly, 

warm and supportive 
atmosphere.

healthcarehomes
healthcarehomes.co.uk

Oaklands House 
Oaklands House Reydon Reydon 01502 724955
01502 724955

Foxgrove Foxgrove 

Felixstowe Felixstowe 

01394 274037
01394 274037

CONFIDENTPREVENTION GUIDELINES

Haughgate House Haughgate House 
Woodbridge Woodbridge 

01394 38624901394 386249

Maynell House 

Maynell House Felixstowe 
Felixstowe 01394 272731

01394 272731

Mill Lane Mill Lane 

Felixstowe Felixstowe 

01394 279509
01394 279509

Aldringham Court 
Aldringham Court 

Aldringham 
Aldringham 

01728 832191
01728 832191

The White House 
The White House 

Beccles Beccles 

01502 717683
01502 717683

Providing residential care

Providing residential care

Providing nursing and residential care

Providing residential care

Providing residential care

Providing nursing and residential care

Providing residential care
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A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Welcome to our first editions of 2021! I’m sure 
we’re all glad to see the back of 2020 and hopefully 
the Covid-19 vaccine will ensure we get back to a 
normal way of life sooner rather than later. A very 
happy New Year to all!
 
Inevitably the virus and the subsequent restrictions 
has an impact on news, events and advertising so 
we have a few less pages this month but please take 
the time to view our online Tide Collection Extra 
which features all sorts of news and information 
not in the printed editions. Visit: Tide Collection 

Online Magazine Archive | Leiston Press for local news on our Environment, the 
Arts, East Suffolk Council, Local Charities, award winning businesses and help and 
support for our communities.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our loyal advertisers, 
especially as this has been such a difficult year, and also the many contributors to 
the Tide Collection in 2020.
 
I have a feeling the coming year will be full of events and activities for us all to 
enjoy, and we will probably appreciate them so much more now, here’s to 2021!

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Hope Smiles from the threshold of the year to come,
Whispering 'it will be happier'...”
Alfred Lord Tennyson

INSIDE YOUR 
MAGAZINE...

Louise 

            
 Gissing
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If it can be printed Leiston Press will find a way to do it!

Whether you’re searching for printed stationery, shop signage, 
vehicle graphics or bespoke promotional materials we can help.

We are committed to offering great customer service.  We’ll work 
with you to produce products and promotional materials to suit 
your needs and budget.

Our services include lithographic and digital printing, all types of 
signage (including vehicle wraps), printing and publishing. 

You’ll find our prices are very competitive and we offer FREE 
DELIVERY to customers in Suffolk.  

B E S P O K E  S I G N A G E

W E D D I N G  S T A T I O N E R Y

P R O M O T I O N A L  I T E M S

P O C K E T  F O L D E R S

P R I N T I N G S I G N A G E

P U B L I S H I N G V E H I C L E  G R A P H I C S P A C K A G I N G L E A F L E T S  &  B R O C H U R E S
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TONY BROWN’S FUNERAL SERVICE
Est.1979

Proudly independent family run business

The Funeral Parlour, New Cut, Saxmundham,Suffolk, IP17 1EH
T:01728 603108 

E:tb.fs@virgin.net
www.tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Owners of The Greenwood Burial Ground, Farnham

Thinking of letting 
your holiday home?

newowners@su� olkhideaways.co.uk
01728 666 300
su� olkhideaways.co.uk
161a High Street, Aldeburgh

We know that your holiday home is just that – a home.
That’s why our local team is dedicated to managing your 
property with the same care and attention you would.
Simply get in touch and let us � nd you guests 
who will enjoy your home as much you do.

WWW.JENNIE-JONES.COM
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2020 - (a year to forget, but one which 
we will always remember) - is drawing to 
a close and will be over by the time this 
appears in print. Our last meeting of the 
year covered a wide range and included 
a briefing from Hannah Wright, the 
Southwold Town Development Manager 
and Ian Bradbury, Southwold's Mayor, 
on the new Town App and support for 
local businesses. Hannah is, effectively, 
the new Chamber of Trade, organising 
promotions and modern aids for shops 
and shoppers and planning to stretch the 
tourist year with 'out of season' events. 
This has been given a bit of a kick in the 
teeth by the pandemic, but we support 
all efforts to stabilise and strengthen the 
local economy.

We looked at a number of planning 
applications and discussed, in particular, 
the implications of the application to 
develop a 'glamping' site on farmland 
beside the Lowestoft Road. There is 
a patent need for farms to diversify 
(the cafe complex at Old Hall Farm is 
an example) and to support our local 
dependence on tourism, but this plan has 
serious implications for the environment 
as it's in an area presently favoured by 
nesting birds, a number of which are on 
the 'red' endangered list and it is also 
well within the AONB.

 Southwold Town Council (which does not 
usually get involved in Reydonian affairs) 
has voiced concerns about this and is, in 
any case, discussing possible extension 
of the existing campsite on Ferry Road. In 

which connection...I believe that one of 
the suggestions for inclusion on the Police 
Station Site is a launderette. I propose 
the campsite as an alternative location. I 
think that most, if not all, holiday lets now 
include a washing machine as standard. 
Most tents don't.

In other planning/building news:

On Dec 8, ESC Planning Committee 
approved St Felix's application for 
replacement playing fields, despite 
acknowledged harm to the the County 
Wildlife Site. The way is now clear for 
the sale of their existing large field for 
the development of 69 houses - another 
major incursion into the AONB. Planning 
permission has been given for the 
Town Trail but the final shape of this is 
far from settled. A Committee member 
suggested that the trail should start at 
the Arts Centre, which has just completed 
major structural work and is planning 
a busy programme for next year. The 
Station Yard business plan is due for close 
examination in January - this may have 
implications for the type of development 
to follow. At the time of writing STC is 
still considering whether to bid for the 
Police Station site for community use. 
Refreshingly, the Town Hall hosted an 
open zoom on the subject but, even so, 
was unable to be specific on the possible 
costs or the chances of success. The 
Bailey Bridge is to close for repair some 
time in the New Year, with problematic 
implications for those who depend on it 
for access to and from Walberswick.

The Bowls Club is exploring the possibility 
of developing the land bordering the 
Halesworth Road to fund much-needed 
repairs to the cladding of the building 
containing the indoor bowling rinks and 
for the general improvement of facilities. 
There is room to create a new green at 
the rear of the site.

Southwold Harbour mouth has one of 
the fastest (possibly the fastest) flows 
on the East coast. By contrast, progress 
on the governance and development 
of the harbour and estuary has seemed 
positively sluggish at times. But now 
there is real progress: consultation 
results are expected by the year end 
with work on recruiting the membership 
of the Harbour Management Committee 
starting in the New Year.

In other congestion news:

Southwold is to charge for parking in STC 
car parks using a phone-based system for 
payment. It's not clear how this will affect 
residents, those holidaying in the chosen 
areas or those who need to drive and 
park in Southwold for work. As always 
with parking, there's a difficulty for every 
solution.

Watch all of these spaces.

By the end of December, we will have 
had a taste of the new 'normal', much 
ado about vaccines and a chance to test 
our comfort waistbands to the limit. Best 
wishes for a less memorable 2021.

SOUTHWOLD AND REYDON SOCIETY

NEW FUNDING SCHEME ANNOUNCED 
FOR PARTNERSHIP 
East Suffolk Community Partnership 
announces new funding scheme to 
help tackle its key priorities. 

The Carlton Colville, Kessingland, 
Southwold and Villages Community 
Partnership has launched a new Small 
Grants Scheme which is available to 
voluntary and community groups in 
the partnership area.

The aim of the scheme is to 
address the priorities set out by the 
Partnership, including tackling social 
isolation and loneliness and improving 

the services available to young 
people.

Funding is available for projects which 
addresses these priorities and could 
include improving access to services, 
delivering activities that benefit the 
wider community and providing 
targeted projects and online sessions.

Cllr Jenny Ceresa, Chair of the 
Partnership, said: “I am really pleased 
to announce the launch of this new 
scheme, which is aimed at helping 
local groups deliver a range of 

projects, activities and services to 
our communities which tackles the 
priorities set out by the Partnership 
and improves and enhances the lives 
of residents in the area.”

The scheme offers grants between 
£500 and 1,500 and applications must 
be submitted by 15 January 2021.

Full details about eligibility criteria 
and how to apply can be found at 
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/community/
community-partnerships/community-
partnership-small-grant-schemes/ 
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Following the success of the ‘Holocaust 
Memorial Day’ event in Southwold 
and Reydon in 2020, plans were being 
discussed for a similar event to take 
place in January 2021. However because 
of the coronavirus pandemic restrictions 
it has been decided that rather than 
meeting together in person, there will 
be a live event online via Zoom instead. 
The theme for 2021 is ‘Be a Light in the 

Darkness’ and our event will include a 
talk by Professor Lawrence Goldman, a 
historian and the former director of the 
Institute of Historical Research in London. 
He is also a Fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society and a resident of Southwold.

His talk, ‘Miriam’s Story’, will speak of 
his remarkable family member who 
shepherded her grandparents, parents 
and brother to safety from Paris in 1941 
through occupied France and Vichy into 
Spain and onto Lisbon where they took 
a ship to Jamaica. Aspects of Miriam’s 
story appeared in Anne Sebba's book, 
Les Parisiennes, about women in Paris 
under Nazi occupation. Anne Sebba 
spoke to the Southwold Archaeological 
and Historical Society about her book 
two years ago.  
There will also be a film clip of a talk 
by Mukash Kapila about the Darfur 
Genocide where an estimated 200,000 

people died from 
violence between 
2003 and 2005. 
The one hour 
programme will 
also include music, 
a poem read by 
Janet Gershlick, and 
prayers from Reverend Alan Perry. 

The event will take place between 11.30 
and 12.30 on Thursday 21st January and 
everyone is invited to attend. The event 
can be accessed at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8831260071
0?pwd=NjFYYXJMZURzQUxjdzhFSUU4L
zZzdz09

Meeting ID: 883 1260 0710       
Passcode: 171377
For further information email Chris Ure 
at ure.spring@btinternet.com or phone 
01502 725793.

‘BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS’ IN 
2021     

41 Barrack Sq, Martlesham, Ipswich IP5 3RF   Free parking

Our friendly, local solicitors are on hand to 
advise you on a host of legal matters, including 
buying and selling property, family breakdown, 
making a will or developing your business. 

Whatever life brings 
we’re always here for you

Life   |   Land   |   Business

Visit barkergotelee.co.uk or call 01473 611211

Lawrence Goldman
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Dedicated to re-creating Halesworth’s 
lost railway 

Winter has seen a tremendous effort by 
the Society’s volunteers – sometimes 
in difficult weather conditions - and 
thanks to them, Phase I of the Blyth-
burgh Goods Shed project is complete. 
The structure is finished, and treated 
with creosote inside and bitumen 
outside: interior brickwork has been 
lime-washed, as it used to be, and our 
blacksmith has made a replica hasp and 
staple for the – now repaired – doors. 
This will be joined by a vintage pad-
lock donated by a member. The short 
demonstration track (which uses entirely 
recycled rail and sleepers) is also laid 
down, and recycled crushed brick used 
to make a pathway, as well as the inside 
floor. Replica fencing and a typical 
Suffolk gate surround the building, and 
wild grass seed (combined with a wild 
woodland flower mix) is already show-
ing green to the south and east: fifty 
native hedge trees have been planted 
along the north side boundary. 
On Remembrance Sunday, we held the 
two-minutes silence, marking its start 
and finish using a donated ship’s bell, 
which will later be attached to one of 
our locomotives (friendlier than a pierc-
ing whistle!). 

Blythburgh Phase II in 2021, thanks to 
agreement by the owner, will include 
the reproduction platform sign (the let-
ter castings are in hand), and a replica 
goods wagon and internal platform, 
making up a display about how Blyth-
burgh used its station for fifty years. 
The Society plans to have a ceremonial 
opening of this important part of Blyth-
burgh’s history next spring, Coivid-19 

permitting.

Part of HSNGR’s remit is industrial 
archaeology: volunteers have identified 
the passenger platform, and in De-
cember a new member found part of 
the station building foundations. Other 
station features are being mapped (it’s 
quite hard to see where things were, 
ninety years after closure), and occa-
sionally new photographs are found 
and added to the Society collection.  

Meanwhile, we now have the cast brass 
name and number plates for locomo-
tive ‘Halesworth’, and we are looking 
at how best to build the replica, and 
raise funding for it. Other rolling stock 
has been worked on – wagon 1 is 
complete, and ready to go to The Folly 
at Halesworth Millennium Green, and 
Wagon 2 only needs a little work. Plans 
for the passenger coach continue. The 
test track at our Blyth Valley workshop 
is being put together, with the point 
now complete, and tested using our 
environmentally-friendly battery-electric 
‘Greenbat’ locomotive, which is silent in 
operation.

The Society would 
like to take this 
opportunity to 
wish a very Happy 
New Year to all 
our friends, mem-
bers and support-
ers, and to say a 
heartfelt “thank 
you” to everyone 
who has helped, 
worked (both 
onsite and behind 
the scenes) and 

donated cash, tools and equipment – 
and to Halesworth Hoot & Southwold 
Organ Editor Louise Gissing for her 
unswerving support over the years. It 
is no exaggeration to say that we’d be 
nothing without our many well-wishers 
in and around Halesworth.  

We are now, after just over two and 
a half years, established and robust 
enough to be able to build a working 
passenger railway in the Blyth Valley, 
to benefit the local community, and to 
revive the classic historic line – if we 
get the chance. So what we need now 
is for one or more track-bed owners to 
be willing to allow that to happen. The 
Society is very flexible, and is happy to 
buy, lease, or rent the eleven-foot-wide 
strip of land – or to come to any other 
agreement on its limited use by quiet, 
unobtrusive trains, depending on the 
landowners’ wishes.  

Ken Penrose and James Hewett, 
Co-Chairmen

HALESWORTH TO SOUTHWOLD 
NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY SOCIETY
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31 Fountain Way, Reydon Business 
Park, Reydon, Southwold, IP18 6SZ

HOLMESSEMLOH
GLAZINGGLAZING

Mobile:             
0780 9618760   

• ‘A’ Rated Windows and Doors
• Conservatories & Porches
• Double Glazed Units & Specialist Glazing
• Fascia Soffit & Cladding
• Repairs & Window Maintenance
• Fly Screens
• Hardie Planks in 26 different colours

Email: holmes.glazing@yahoo.co.uk
Web: www.holmesglazing.co.uk

Office:
01728 648678

REWIRING  .  LIGHTING . EXTRA SOCKETS  
  SHOWERS . ECONOMY 7  .  HEATING 

 PAT INSPECTIONS & TESTING . DATA CABLE  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING  

FIRE ALARM INSTALLATIONS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

PART P INSTALLERSRegistered through:
NICEIC

Unit 20, Halesworth Business Centre, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ

Tel: 01986 872130 -  Fax: 01986 875045  
Email: enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk  www.pearce-kemp.co.uk

QUALITY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS SPECIALISTS SINCE 1972

40
66
66

ALDE FENCING

0

For a free quotation please contact Adam on

1728 633144 | 07896 766719

adamblowers@btinternet.com

Agricultural, Domestic, Commercial, 
Repairs & Gates

     www.aldefencing.com

Tel: 01986 872882
Email: mail@mgcservices.org
www.halesworthplumbingandheating.com

HEATING & PLUMBING • BOILER SERVICING • SWIMMING POOLS
• Complete Heating Systems
• New Boilers, Boiler Servicing
• Landlord Gas Safety Records
• Landlord Legionnaires Disease Risk Assessments
• Bathroom Suites Supplied & Installed
• General Plumbing

We take pride in providing quality work using
experienced Craftsmen and are fully insured.
For a reliable and courteous service contact Clive Mitchell Specialist Installer

Experience

35
Years

 
 

 

 

ACORNS ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 
 
 

 

    
    

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

BOOK KEEPING
ACCOUNTS

SELF ASSESSMENT
COMPANY FORMATIONS
COMPANY TAX RETURNS

VAT - MAKING TAX DIGITAL
‘DIGITALLY SHY’ TAX SUPPORT

 
 
 
 
 

 
     

        

    
    

 

 
 
 

 
 

7 GROUND FLOOR CHILDS YARD, SOUTHWOLD, SUFFOLK IP18 6DX

TEL: 01502 723 822
EMAIL: connect@acorns-accounting.co.uk  WEB:  www.acorns-accounting.co.uk

 
  

 
   

A local friendly company specialising in
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The observant ones among you will have 
noticed our name change (see above). 
Yes as from 1st November 2020 we have 
included Reydon in our name. A large 
number of our members live in Reydon 
and Reydon has a growing population of 
young families so it seemed the right thing 
to do. Sorry to those living in Wenhaston, 
Wrentham, Walberswick, Blythburgh etc 
but we had to draw the line somewhere. 
The youngsters’ shoulders are not big 
enough for a long name tape!

Scouting has continued during both 
lockdowns with the Cubs and the Scouts 
doing their badgework by Zoom. This is 
working very well and several badges are 
being gained. We hope soon to resume 
face to face Scouting.

Thanks to three very generous donations 
we have now been able to buy the archery 
equipment we wanted. This will enable us 
to offer this activity to our Scouts and the 
wider community as we have two qualified 
instructors.

Support for the community is still one of 
our main objectives. To this end we have 
installed a defibrillator on the front of the 
Scout Hall. This is locked inside a cabinet, 
the code will be given to anyone calling 
999 asking for the code. The postcode of 
the box is IP18 6BE. Let’s hope it is never 
needed.

Like all charities our income has been 
diddly squat for most of this year, 2021 will 
see the return to our fund raising events, 
please support.

Bob Mole

OVER 200 TREES 
PLANTED

The 1st Southwold and 
Reydon Scouts teamed 
up with the Southwold 
Railway Trust to plant new 
trees and bushes on their 
site in Blyth Road. Over 
200 were planted of a 
variety of species as part 

of National Tree Week and the Plant for 
Britain campaign. The trees were supplied 
by the Woodland Trust and the operation 
was supervised by Maureen Ridgeway, SRT 
Trustee for landscaping. A spokesman for 
the SRT said, “They all worked very hard in 
the cold and wet, it will make a huge impact 
on this visitor attraction and at the same 
time help to improve our environment.” 
Information about the Scouts and the 
railway can be found on their websites.

Bob Mole 

1ST SOUTHWOLD AND REYDON SCOUT 
GROUP
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SOUTHWOLD & REYDON POPPY APPEAL 2020
The local activity for this year’s Poppy 
Appeal was rather different to previous 
years, due to the restrictions in place to 
prevent the spread of coronavirus. It was 
not possible to make a house-to-house 
collection, nor could our volunteers collect 
individually in the High Street. We felt 
unable to leave collecting boxes with pubs, 
shops and offices. We were however able 
to run a manned stall with COVID-secure 
precautions by the former Lloyds bank for 
just 5 days, before the second lockdown 

started. We are delighted that this raised 
the magnificent sum of £3475.42 thanks to 
the generosity of those who visited us. We 
were also pleased to have knitted poppies 
provided by Lynn Nichols to sell on the 
stall.

We delivered 31 wreaths to local 
organisations and individuals, and boxes 
were given to St Felix School, Oaklands, 
Fisherman & Friends and Barbrooks. We 
have also received a large number of 

personal donations this year.

The total amount raised from all sources so 
far is £5311.38, and we are very grateful for 
such excellent support at a difficult time.

Thank you.

Carol and Nick Horton
Hon. Poppy Appeal Organisers for 
Southwold & Reydon

FIND A FIRMER FOOTING
The first few months of the year are generally cold, wet and a bit 
miserable, with a higher chance of ice and snow on the ground and 
on pavements. 

It is precisely these kinds of weather conditions that tend to give rise 
at this time of year to more people slipping, tripping or falling when 
out and about, often in a public place or even in the workplace.

These types of accident also, unfortunately, often result in people 
sustaining more serious injuries, such as broken bones and spinal 
and head injuries, that, in the worst cases, can prove fatal.

However, bringing a claim for personal injury as a result of a slip, trip 
or fall can be tricky. Pinpointing the correct person to bring a claim 
against can be difficult, if, for example, there are a number of poten-
tial owners of the accident site. Gathering the evidence needed to 
prove such a claim against whoever is responsible can then some-
times seem to be a mammoth task. 

Depending upon where you fall - on publicly or privately owned 
land - also makes a difference to the chances of successfully bringing 
a claim for compensation for personal injury and loss because the 
courts apply different tests to determine whether responsibility can 
be attached. 

For example, while you may not be able to claim compensation if 
you tripped or slipped on a public highway or pavement, if the same 
accident occurred on privately owned land, you may be more suc-
cessful.

So, what should you do, if you have an accident as a result of a slip, 
trip or fall either out and about or at work?

•	 Seek medical attention / get help.
•	 Report the accident to whoever is responsible for the site of the 

accident, whether that is the local council or a privately owned 
individual or company – ensure that the accident is logged in 
the accident book.

•	 If the incident takes place at work, notify your workplace health 
and safety representative.

•	 Take photographs of the scene of the accident on the day - or 
as near to the day of the accident as possible.

•	 Take details of exactly where you fell, what caused you to fall 
and what your direction of travel was.

•	 If you are aware that remedial action is taken after the accident 
has occurred to rectify any defect that caused you to slip, trip 
or fall, or any steps are taken after the event (such as putting up 

warning signs), if possible, get pictures of them and record the 
dates on which the remedial steps were taken.

•	 If available, get witness evidence from anyone who saw the 
accident or who can provide information as to how long the 
defect that caused you to fall was present before the incident 
took place.

•	 Keep records of your injuries and details of any out of pocket 
expenses you may have incurred as a result of your injuries, 
such as loss of earnings, medications, travel expenses and de-
tails of any care that you may have received. 

Bringing these types of claim for compensation for personal injury 
can be a minefield. So, if you require assistance or advice on whether 
you can claim following an accident where you have slipped, tripped 
or fallen, please contact Louise Plant on 01473 298293 or by email 
at lplant@prettys.co.uk.
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Mid December and the weather continues to be very variable.  
It has been wet, windy, frosty and misty.  There has been some 
sunshine and on one of the sunny days the sea was warm and 
looked surprisingly inviting. I think the water would have been 
very cold and I was surprised on a morning, which was cool, grey 
and misty, to see six brave souls in the water before 8.00 am. One 
afternoon there was a high tide and a little surge which created 
some spectacular waves and water sloshed over the steps at the 
far north end of the promenade into the car park.

There have been far fewer gatherings of Barnacle Geese on the 
North Road fields. One or two Brent have been by the model 
yacht pond and for a few days a scaup enjoyed swimming there. 
It is the first time I have seen one of these ducks, unfortunately 
the gloomy weather precluded getting good photographs of 
it. Other interesting visitors to the fields was a flock of White 
Fronted Geese. I have seen small numbers of these before but 
this time there were 50 or 60. Numbers have been reported 
around the country as they visit us from the Arctic.

A couple of birds have been much closer to home, I went out of 
the front door one morning to see a kestrel on the power lines, 
an easy shot from the front gate.

On another occasion a firecrest had stunned itself on the window 
pane. Fortunately it was able to fly away after a few minutes but 
it did mean I was able to photograph it.  I have seen them before 
but have never been able to take photos of them.

They are tiny but very pretty birds. The garden feeders continue 
to attract an array of birds: blue, great and long tailed tits, 
goldfinches, chaffinches, dunnocks, and robins. The blackbirds 
continue to amuse, chasing each other around the garden and 
balancing precariously on the peanut feeder. This also attracts 
a squirrel and field mice which seem to make short work of 
devouring the nuts.

It will be the New Year when this appears in print and I wish all of 
you a better 2021 and hope it is a happy and healthy one for you. 

Halcyon

Here at Suffolk 
Financial 
Planning our 
philosophy 
is simply 
to provide 

comprehensive financial planning 
services to individuals, families 
and corporate clients.

Warren; our principal financial 
adviser is locally based in Beccles 
with over 25 years’ experience and 
provides comprehensive financial 
planning services with the aim of 
helping you to make informed 
financial decisions, to achieve 
your goals through personal 
financial advice – from pension and 
Inheritance Tax planning through 
to investment solutions from 
many of the world’s leading fund 
management teams. 

We are committed to building 
long-term client relationships 
based on trust, integrity, superior 
service and high quality of initial 
and ongoing advice. We offer a 

friendly and approachable service, 
now backed by the strength and 
security of a FTSE 100 company; 
and being local means we’re here 
to help whenever you need us.

The value of an investment with 
St. James’s Place will be directly 
linked to the performance of the 
funds selected and may fall as well 
as rise. You may get back less than 
the amount invested.

Suffolk Financial Planning 
represents only St. James’s Place 
Wealth Management plc (which is 
authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on 
the Group’s wealth management 
products and services, more 
details of which are set out on 
the Group’s website www.sjp.
co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s 
Place Partnership’ and the titles 
‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are 
marketing terms used to describe 
St. James’s Place representatives.

SUFFOLK FINANCIAL 
PLANNING

07947440454
warren.tydeman@sjpp.co.uk

www.partnership.sjp.co.uk/partner/suffolkfp 

VIEW TO THE NORTH
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VOLUNTARY HELP CENTRE
Serving  Southwold, Reydon & district

Stella Peskett Millennium Hall, Mights Road, Southwold, Suffolk. IP18 6BE

Email:
Web site: www.southwoldvhc.com
Registered Charity No:  

Telephone: (01502) 724549
Transport – Shopping – Befriending, etc.

CAN WE HELP YOU?  CAN YOU HELP US?
vhcsouthwold@btconnect.com

1164155

Opening Times
Monday – Friday:   9.00 am – 1.00 pm

 

24 hour answerphone responded to daily

ALLVAC
SERVICE & REPAIR

KIRBY & DYSON SPECIALIST

HAVE YOUR VACUUM CLEANER
COLLECTED FULLY SERVICED AND 

RETURNED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE FOR

£35
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

PAUL LAYTON
01379 871095 OR 07866 549642

 
 By Gary Burden 

 

For the complete A1 
Home Selection Service

Carpets, Vinyl & Luxury Vinyl Tiles
10 Year Stain Resistant Carpets & Vinyls from £4.99m2
Save ££££’s - We will beat any genuine retailer quote!

Tel: 01728 604396   Mob: 07419 375720
www.a1carpets4u.co.uk

TOWNSEND 
ELECTRICAL

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial
PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING

REWIRING   LIGHTING   SHOWERS
EXTRA SOCKETS   ECONOMY 7

INSPECTING & TESTING
DATA CABLE   SOLAR PV
EMERGENCY LIGHTING
Fire Alarm Installations

Part P Installers
Free Estimates

Broadway Drive, Norwich Road, Halesworth
T: 01986 875397

E: info@townsend-electrical.co.uk
www.townsend-electrical.co.uk

t    01394 383555                        w  www.uffordpark.co.uk
Yarmouth Road | Woodbridge | Suffolk | IP12 1QW

SUNDAY 
LUNCH
Enjoy fresh, local, 

seasonal produce from 
the surrounding area

Served between 
12pm & 4pm

at Ufford Park Woodbridge

2020 12 Woodbridge Talk QP Sunday Lunch.qxp_137mm h x 90mm w  08/12/2020  11:16  Page 1

SIBTON COUNTRY SUPPLIES LTD.

GARDEN MACHINERY
Pre Season Sale on

Lawn Mowers & Garden Machinery

End of line machines available at fantastic prices!

Also Available: Composts, fertilizers, vegetable seeds 
and sundries. Wild bird food, dog food and more!

The Forge, Sibton IP17 2JH
Tel: 01728 660 349
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FROM TONY SMITH
Just a few weeks ago, in November 
2020, many of us were watching the 
'Remembrance Day' ceremonies, both at 
the Cenotaph that morning, and the BBC 
TV Festival of Remembrance the previous 
evening. On each occasion, there was 
a contingent of Chelsea Pensioners, 
wearing their famous scarlet coats, 
demonstrating their own respect for the 
occasion by their solemn and dignified 
presence.

In this article I am turning the calendar 
back over sixty years to the summer 
of 1956. At that time I was a National 
Serviceman, carrying out duties very 
close to my previous civilian work, which 
was in retail pharmacy. I was serving as 
a Sergeant Dispenser in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, in the Dispensary at 
Queen Alexandra Military Hospital at 
Millbank in SW Central London.

This unit also supplied drugs and dressings 
to the medical centres at other central 
London installations, such as the Tower of 
London, the War Office (now the Ministry 
of Defence) and many others. There were 
also long-standing arrangements in place 
for Millbank to provide Holiday Relief at 
other centres such as Windsor Cavalry 
Barracks and other similar installations, 
including the Royal Hospital Chelsea. I 
was selected to carry out several duties 
that year and my detachment to the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea was one which gave me 
so much pleasure and has provided me 
with many happy memories.

The Chelsea Pensioners are of course 
justly renowned and respected by UK 
citizens, and immediately identifiable by 
their famous scarlet coats and tricorne 

hats, which is their parade dress. I got 
to know quite a number of these three 
hundred gallant gentlemen, most often 
dressed in dark blue coats and simple 
peaked hats, bearing the initials ‘RH’. My 
duties were carried out in civilian dress, 
9-5, four days a week. The fifth day I wore 
my uniform (khaki battle dress) carried a 
clip-board and accompanied the (retired 
Colonel) Medical Officer on his weekly 
medical examination of the Pensioners 
in one of the wards at the hospital. Each 
of the pensioners were seen in their own 
‘berths’ in shirtsleeve order, blue trousers 
rolled up, footwear removed, standing at 
his own doorstep and the MO assessed 
them and asked questions about their 
health and medication.

My duty was to be close to the MO and 
to take any notes about changes to the 
medication, which was very British Army 
and very efficient! I would then go to 
the dispensary to make any medication 
changes and then walk the short distance 
to the Pensioners Club. On my first day, 
I had been welcomed at the Club as an 
honoured guest and I received a small 
beer which I greatly enjoyed. My efforts 
to return the compliment would always 
be politely declined. A small group would 
then invite me to join them for lunch 
which would be in the Great Hall nearby, 
a most imposing edifice. The walls were 
panelled with boards bearing details of 
past pensioners, and hung with many 
flags and paintings of a military nature. 
We sat on short benches and got to know 
each other better and I felt very privileged 
to meet some of these wonderful old 
soldiers. I was sad to leave that post 
because it was the happiest three weeks’ 
of my service life.

I hope to write at a later date about the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, but may I direct 
you to Google ‘Chelsea Pensioners’ 
which provides full and fascinating 
information about the hospital, it's 
accommodation, it’s history and the Army 
pension arrangements. You will, I am sure, 
understand much more about this unique 
and wonderful institution, to which I 
cannot do full justice in this short article.

Best wishes,
Tony Smith.

01502 725746      07795 560245

info@southwoldcleaners.co.uk
www.thehousekeepingcompany.biz

PLAN PRINTING AT

LARGE FORMAT 
SCANS & COPIES 

FROM £2 PLUS VAT * 

BLACK & COLOUR COPIES 

SAME DAY SERVICE

T: 01728 833003
E: GLENN@LEISTONPRESS.COM
W:  WWW.LEISTONPRESS.COM

*MINIMUM CHARGE £5 PLUS VAT
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This issue was designed, printed & published by Leiston Press.
Southwold Organ is your free local paper,  2000 copies are printed every month.  

We distribute the magazines door to door and to many varied outlets. 

The next issue will be published on Monday 1st February deadline is Wednesday 13th January - 
but the earlier the better to ensure inclusion.

Contacts/Advertisers/Editorial: Louise Gissing at 
Leiston Press, Unit 1b Masterlord Industrial Estate, 

Station Road, Leiston, IP16 4JD  
lou@tidecollection.com Tel 01728 833003

Reports, press releases; letters and other editorial contributions with news value are all welcome but are accepted on the 
understanding that there is no guarantee of inclusion and that they will be selected and edited at the editor’s discretion.

SOUTHWOLD LIBRARY
From Tuesday 5th January (Covid Restrictions 
Allowing) you will be able to come into 
Southwold Library and browse books and other 
items. Numbers in the library will be strictly 
limited and instructions must be followed 
in terms of mask wearing, sanitising and 
distancing along with a one way system.
 
As well as browsing books customers can 
reserve books online and also request us to 
put together bundles of books for them to 
pick up 01502 722519 southwold.library@
suffolklibraries.co.uk. We can also deliver books 
to your door if you are still not comfortable 
coming into the library. You will be able to 
print, photocopy and scan and a computer is 
available but must be booked in advance.
 
Our temporary opening hours are:
 Monday: CLOSED 
Tuesday to Saturday: 10am - 1pm & 2pm to 
4pm

Sunday: 11am to 4pm

Southwold Library Events
Tuesday 12th January for 6 weeks via Zoom: 
Learn  Spanish: For those with a smattering of 
Spanish. Ideal if you have learnt a little Spanish 
in the past. 10.00 - 11.00am; £30 (payment 
in advance). To book contact Southwold 
Library 01502 722519 southwold.library@
suffolklibraries.co.uk or visit www.ticketsource.
co.uk/suffolklibraries
 
Tuesday 12th January at 8.00pm: Legal 
Matters Advice & Information: Powers of 
Attorney: What are they and do I need one? 
Local Solicitor Stuart Johnson, fully accredited 
with Solicitors for the Elderly, will advise on 
what a Power of Attorney is, why you might 
need one and how to go about setting it up. 
Register your email address with Southwold 
Library and receive an invite to this free online 
event

Online we have Baby Bounce and Tot Rock 
every Monday, Tuesday and either Thursday 
or Friday (alternating) live on Facebook from 
10.30 - 11.00am
 
There is also a daily quiz and activities for 
children and adults every day on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/southwoldlibrary/
 
And don't forget that you can download films, 
music, books, magazines, newspapers and 
audiobooks with your Suffolk Library card
https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/borrow
 
Charlotte Clark, Executive Library Manager
Suffolk’s Libraries IPS Limited
 
Southwold Library, IP18 6AT; Tel: 01502 
722519; Email: charlotte.clark@suffolklibraries.
co.uk; visit: www.suffolklibraries.co.uk; Like 
Southwold Library on Facebook; Follow us on 
Twitter @SouthwoldLib

Following the success of their first production 
of ‘Hound of the Baskervilles’, The Seagull Rep 
Company, under the direction of Ann Courtney, 
will transport Jane Austen’s romantic comedy 
‘Emma’ on to the dance floor of a wedding. A 
cast of two, multi-rolling, actors will explore this 
well-loved Regency tale of matchmaking and 
unrequited love on Thursday 25 February at 
the Seagull Theatre, Lowestoft.
This live sharing of the Seagull Rep’s new small-

scale professional touring show will feed into 
the creative process and development of the 
show will continue throughout 2021 and the 
full production is due to tour East Anglia in 
the Spring of 2022. Produced and adapted 
by East Anglian actor, writer and director 
Mark Finbow, Produced by The Seagull Rep, a 
touring theatre company based at The Seagull 
Theatre in Pakefield Lowestoft, which plays 
host to a regular stream of local talent, regional 

and national touring theatre companies, with 
support from The Keeper’s Daughter theatre 
company and Arts Council England.
 
The sharing will be free with an invited sharing 
at 3pm and public sharing at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 25 February 2021. Tickets must be 
booked in advance. Suitable for ages 7 and 
upwards, more information can be found at 
www.seagullrep.co.uk

JANE AUSTEN’S EMMA 

• Full Body Massage 
• Stone Therapy Massage 
• Indian Head Massage 
• Reflexology 
• DECLÉOR Massage 
• Manicure/ Pedicure 
• Waxing 
• Airbase Make-Up 
• Fake-Bake Spray Tan 
• Auricular Ear Candling 

The Retreat 

61 High Street 

Southwold 

Tel: 01502 724245 

www.retreat-southwold.co.uk 

Visit our website for further details 

uPVC Windows and Doors  |  Composite Doors
Double Glazing Repairs  |  Misty Glass Sealed Units Replaced

01728 833517  |  www.coastalglazinguk.com  |  enquiries@coastalglazinguk.com

The Amber Shop & Museum
Southwold

Your Local Amber & Pearl Specialist
Extensive Jewellery Repair Service

Fully Qualified Staff
01502 723394

www.ambershop.co.uk



www.patmorewatersofteners.co.uk

Non
Electric

Boiler 
Friendly

10 Year 
Guarantee



 

Your Local Cruise  
Specialists 
Cruise Ready have a team of 
experienced Cruise  
Consultants who work closely 
with the world’s leading cruise 
lines to bring you the best value 
and service.  
Call in to see us today. 

Ocean  - River -  Weddings    
2 New Street 
Woodbridge 

   
 01394 799179  

  

Honeymoons  -  Expedition  - World Cruises 

Tall Ship -  Adventure  - Tailor Made

www.cruiseready.co.uk

team@cruiseready.co.uk

16m2 of native woodland was created in the production of this magazine
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          hearingcarecentre.co.uk

Improve your
hearing in 2021.
Book your complimentary hearing assessment 
this January with our hearing specialists at 
The Hearing Care Centre (saving £30)*.

With expert award-winning advice and over 300 hearing
systems available we are confident we can help you. 

Prices start at just £795 and with our no obligation, free trial 
service you can try the latest technology in your own listening 
environments and hear the difference for yourself.

Find us at 
ALDEBURGH Community Hospital
Sole Bay Health Ctr, SOUTHWOLD

■ Award Winning ■ Independent ■ Local ■ Covid Secure 

We want to assure you that when you visit us, 
your safety is our priority.

Book your test today! 
CALL 01473 230330

   

*Terms & Conditions apply. 
 Visit hearingcarecentre.co.uk/offers


